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shaped modern China. This biography explores his significant contributions to China's economic and 
social transformation, offering insights into the complex challenges and achievements during his tenure 
as a Chinese leader, and his lasting influence on the nation's trajectory.
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The Man who Changed China

Jiang Zemin’s life and leadership sweep through almost eighty tumultuous years of Chinese history: 
Japanese occupation, Civil War, Great Leap Forward, Cultural Revolution, Tiananmen Square, and, 
more recently, dramatic economic growth, tensions with Taiwan, and opportunities and confrontations 
with America. Jiang’s story is an epic of war, deprivation, revolution, political turmoil, social convulsion, 
economic reform, national transformation, and international resurgence. To Robert Lawrence Kuhn, a 
longtime China observer, understanding the legacy of Jiang Zemin is essential for understanding the 
challenges of contemporary China. By examining Jiang’s life, we observe the clash between China’s 
traditional culture and chaotic history, and we appreciate how its changes impact the entire world. InThe 
Man Who Changed China, Kuhn, who was cited by the AsianWall Street Journalfor the “unprecedented 
access” he was given in the course of writing this book, has produced what the Journal called “probably 
the closest thing to an authorized biography that’s possible in Communist China.” Here a reader will 
find a complex and nuanced portrait of China’s senior leader, whose policies continue to exert great 
influence over the course of his country. Kuhn offers insight into how the Japanese occupation during 
Jiang’s teenage years imprinted his psyche for life, how he became a Communist, and how, decades 
later, he struggled to transform the Party in the face of withering criticism. In a sense, Kuhn argues, 
Jiang’s early skeptics got it right: He was a transitional figure—but not in the way they had meant. With 
unshakable if paternalistic vision, a lifelong love of Chinese civilization, and backroom political skills that 
no one had anticipated, Jiang Zemin became an unexpected agent of change, effecting the transition 
from a traumatized society to a confident, prosperous country rapidly ascending in the new world 
order. Kuhn shows how Jiang led China through an amazing metamorphosis—from a fretful country 
destabilized by the turmoil and crackdown in Tiananmen Square into a vibrant nation that became a 
primary engine of global economic growth. Above all Jiang is a Chinese patriot—and it is important to 
appreciate what that really means. In offering this unusually intimate and comprehensive personal and 
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political biography, Kuhn demonstrates that Jiang Zemin’s life personifies the history of contemporary 
China, giving invaluable insight into what China is today and will become in the future.

Asian-Pacific Rim Logistics

Encompassing China, Japan, South Korea and Southeast Asia, extending to Australasia and con-
necting with South Asia, the Asian-Pacific Rim forms the worldýs most dynamic economic region. 
Comprehending the regionýs logistical structure and its institutio

The Rise and Fall of the EAST

The long history of China’s relationship between stability, diversity, and prosperity, and how its current 
leadership threatens this delicate balance Chinese society has been shaped by the interplay of the 
EAST—exams, autocracy, stability, and technology—from ancient times through the present. Beginning 
with the Sui dynasty’s introduction of the civil service exam, known as Keju, in 587 CE—and continuing 
through the personnel management system used by the Chinese Communist Party (CCP)—Chinese 
autocracies have developed exceptional tools for homogenizing ideas, norms, and practices. But this 
uniformity came with a huge downside: stifled creativity. Yasheng Huang shows how China transitioned 
from dynamism to extreme stagnation after the Keju was instituted. China’s most prosperous periods, 
such as during the Tang dynasty (618–907) and under the reformist CCP, occurred when its emphasis 
on scale (the size of bureaucracy) was balanced with scope (diversity of ideas). Considering China’s 
remarkable success over the past half-century, Huang sees signs of danger in the political and 
economic reversals under Xi Jinping. The CCP has again vaulted conformity above new ideas, reverting 
to the Keju model that eventually led to technological decline. It is a lesson from China’s own history, 
Huang argues, that Chinese leaders would be wise to take seriously.

The Perils of Proximity

The rivalry between Japan and China has a long and sometimes brutal history, and they continue to eye 
each other warily as the balance of power tips toward Beijing. They cooperate and compete at the same 
time, but if competition deteriorates into military conflict, the entire world has much to lose. The Perils 
of Proximity evaluates the chances of armed conflict between China and Japan, presenting in stark 
relief the dangers it would pose and revealing the steps that could head off such a disastrous turn of 
events. Richard Bush focuses his on the problematic East China Sea region. Although Japan’s military 
capabilities are more considerable than some in the West realize, its defense budget has remained 
basically flat in recent years. Meanwhile, Chinese military expenditures have grown by double digits 
annually. Moreover, that the emphasis of China’s military modernization is on power projection—the 
ability of its air and naval forces to stretch their reach to the east, thus encroaching on its island 
neighbor. Tokyo regards the growth of Chinese power and its focus on the East China Sea with deep 
anxiety. How should they respond? The balance of power is changing, and Japan must account for that 
uncomfortable fact in crafting its strategy. It is incumbent on China, Japan, and the United States to take 
steps to reduce the odds of clash and conflict in the East China Sea, and veteran Asia analyst Bush 
presents recommendations to that end. The steps he suggests won’t be easy, and effective political 
leadership will be absolutely critical. If implemented fully and correctly, however, they have the potential 
of reducing the perils of proximity in Asia.

Tiger on the Brink

This pathbreaking book is the first full-length study of the rise to power of Jiang Zemin, now the 
central figure in China's "third generation" of leaders. Tracing Jiang's beginnings as a student in the 
underground Communist movement in Shanghai through his appointment by Deng Xiaoping as party 
general secretary and his sudden elevation to central authority in the wake of the 1989 Tiananmen 
Massacre in Beijing, Bruce Gilley offers a fascinating and highly readable look at how Jiang Zemin has 
secured his position as one of the world's most powerful figures. Gilley follows Jiang's life and career 
from his early years as the adopted son of a revolutionary martyr, through his training in Western 
science and engineering, to his emergence as what many believed would be an interim figurehead in 
the wake of Tiananmen. Gilley shows how Jiang instead persisted as China's key leader following the 
death of Deng Xiaoping: While he shared the concerns of the last of the Party elders—including their 
idealistic views of Chinese socialism—he also accommodated the younger generation of economic 
reformers who have helped China to achieve staggering growth in its domestic economy and foreign 
trade. Gilley's analysis of the careful and methodical transition of power from Deng to Jiang during 



the 1990s is a remarkable study in complexity and contrast, clearly illustrating Jiang's ability to either 
placate his allies and adversaries or ruthlessly exploit their weaknesses. Based on first-hand interviews 
and primary documents as well as a variety of mainland Chinese and international media sources, 
Tiger on the Brink is an unprecedented and immensely revealing look into the highest echelons of 
Chinese politics on the eve of the twenty-first century, and will be of interest to anyone concerned with 
the world's most populous nation and its newest emerging superpower.

How China's Leaders Think

A fascinating look at China now and in the years to come, through the eyes of those at the helm As 
China continues its rapid ascent, attention is turning to its leaders, who they are, and how they view the 
country's incredible transformation over the last thirty years. In How China's Leaders Think: The Inside 
Story of China's Past, Current and Future Leaders, Revised, bestselling author Lawrence Kuhn goes 
directly to the source, talking with members of China's ruling party and examining recently declassified 
Party material to provide readers with an intimate look at China's leaders and leadership structure, 
visionary principles, and convulsive past, and tracing the nation's reform efforts. Focusing on President 
Hu Jintao's philosophies and policies, the book looks to the next generation of China's leaders to ask 
the questions on everyone's lips. Who are China's future leaders? How do they view China's place in 
the world? Confronting China's leaders head on, Kuhn asks about the county's many problem, from 
economic imbalances to unsustainable development, to find out if there's a road map for change. 
Presenting the thoughts of key Chinese leaders on everything from media, military, banking, and 
healthcare to film, the Internet, science and technology, and much more, the book paints an intimate, 
candid portrayal of how China's leaders really think. Presents a fascinating insight into how China's 
leaders think about their country and where it's headed Asks the tough questions about China's need 
for reform Pulls together information from over 100 personal interviews as well as recently declassified 
Party documents Taking readers closer to Party officials than ever before, How China's Leaders Think 
documents China's thirty-year struggle toward economic and social reform, and what's to come.

The New Emperors

China has become the powerhouse of the world economy and home to 1 in 5 of the world's population, 
yet we know almost nothing of the people who lead it. How does one become the leader of the world's 
newest superpower? And who holds the real power in the Chinese system? In The New Emperors, 
the noted China expert Kerry Brown journeys deep into the heart of the secretive Communist Party. 
China's system might have its roots in peasant rebellion but it is now firmly under the control of a 
power-conscious Beijing elite, almost half of whose members are related directly to former senior Party 
leaders. Brown reveals the intrigue and scandal surrounding the internal battle raging between two 
China's: one founded by Mao on Communist principles, and a modern China in which 'to get rich is 
glorious'. At the centre of it all sits the latest Party Secretary, Xi Jinping - the son of a revolutionary, 
with links both to big business and to the People's Liberation Army. His rise to power is symbolic of the 
new emperors leading the world's next superpower.

China's Leaders

Since the founding of the People’s Republic of China over 70 years ago, five paramount leaders have 
shaped the fates and fortunes of the nation and the ruling Chinese Communist Party: Mao Zedong, 
Deng Xiaoping, Jiang Zemin, Hu Jintao, and Xi Jinping. Under their leaderships, China has undergone 
an extraordinary transformation from an undeveloped and insular country to a comprehensive world 
power. In this definitive study, renowned Sinologist David Shambaugh offers a refreshing account 
of China’s dramatic post-revolutionary history through the prism of those who ruled it. Exploring the 
persona, formative socialization, psychology, and professional experiences of each leader, Sham-
baugh shows how their differing leadership styles and tactics of rule shaped China domestically and 
internationally: Mao was a populist tyrant, Deng a pragmatic Leninist, Jiang a bureaucratic politician, 
Hu a technocratic apparatchik, and Xi a modern emperor. Covering the full scope of these leaders’ 
personalities and power, this is an illuminating guide to China’s modern history and understanding how 
China has become the superpower of today.

Deng Xiaoping and the Transformation of China

Winner of the Lionel Gelber Prize National Book Critics Circle Award Finalist An Economist Best Book 
of the Year | A Financial Times Book of the Year | A Wall Street Journal Book of the Year | A Washington 



Post Book of the Year | A Bloomberg News Book of the Year | An Esquire China Book of the Year | A 
Gates Notes Top Read of the Year Perhaps no one in the twentieth century had a greater long-term 
impact on world history than Deng Xiaoping. And no scholar of contemporary East Asian history and 
culture is better qualified than Ezra Vogel to disentangle the many contradictions embodied in the life 
and legacy of China’s boldest strategist. Once described by Mao Zedong as a “needle inside a ball 
of cotton,” Deng was the pragmatic yet disciplined driving force behind China’s radical transformation 
in the late twentieth century. He confronted the damage wrought by the Cultural Revolution, dissolved 
Mao’s cult of personality, and loosened the economic and social policies that had stunted China’s 
growth. Obsessed with modernization and technology, Deng opened trade relations with the West, 
which lifted hundreds of millions of his countrymen out of poverty. Yet at the same time he answered 
to his authoritarian roots, most notably when he ordered the crackdown in June 1989 at Tiananmen 
Square. Deng’s youthful commitment to the Communist Party was cemented in Paris in the early 1920s, 
among a group of Chinese student-workers that also included Zhou Enlai. Deng returned home in 1927 
to join the Chinese Revolution on the ground floor. In the fifty years of his tumultuous rise to power, he 
endured accusations, purges, and even exile before becoming China’s preeminent leader from 1978 
to 1989 and again in 1992. When he reached the top, Deng saw an opportunity to creatively destroy 
much of the economic system he had helped build for five decades as a loyal follower of Mao—and he 
did not hesitate.

A Concise History of Hong Kong

When the British occupied the tiny island of Hong Kong during the First Opium War, the Chinese empire 
was well into its decline, while Great Britain was already in the second decade of its legendary "Imperial 
Century." From this collision of empires arose a city that continues to intrigue observers. Melding 
Chinese and Western influences, Hong Kong has long defied easy categorization. John M. Carroll's 
engrossing and accessible narrative explores the remarkable history of Hong Kong from the early 1800s 
through the post-1997 handover, when this former colony became a Special Administrative Region of 
the People's Republic of China. The book explores Hong Kong as a place with a unique identity, yet 
also a crossroads where Chinese history, British colonial history, and world history intersect. Carroll 
concludes by exploring the legacies of colonial rule, the consequences of Hong Kong's reintegration 
with China, and significant developments and challenges since 1997.

China's Crisis of Success

Explores how China has reached a threshold where continued success requires re-invention of its 
economy and politics.

Chinese Politics in the Xi Jinping Era

Chinese politics are at a crossroads as President Xi Jinping amasses personal power and tests the 
constraints of collective leadership. In the years since he became general secretary of the Chinese 
Communist Party in 2012, Xi Jinping has surprised many people in China and around the world 
with his bold anti-corruption campaign and his aggressive consolidation of power. Given these new 
developments, we must rethink how we analyze Chinese politics—an urgent task as China now has 
more influence on the global economy and regional security than at any other time in modern history. 
Chinese Politics in the Xi Jinping Era examines how the structure and dynamics of party leadership 
have evolved since the late 1990s and argues that "inner-party democracy"—the concept of collective 
leadership that emphasizes deal making based on accepted rules and norms—may pave the way 
for greater transformation within China's political system. Xi's legacy will largely depend on whether 
he encourages or obstructs this trend of political institutionalization in the governance of the world's 
most populous and increasingly pluralistic country. Cheng Li also addresses the recruitment and 
composition of the political elite, a central concern in Chinese politics. China analysts will benefit from 
the meticulously detailed biographical information of the 376 members of the 18th Central Committee, 
including tables and charts detailing their family background, education, occupation, career patterns, 
and mentor-patron ties.

Interpreting China's Grand Strategy

China's continuing rapid economic growth and expanding involvement in global affairs pose major 
implications for the power structure of the international system. To more accurately and fully assess the 
significance of China's emergence for the United States and the global community, it is necessary to 



gain a more complete understanding of Chinese security thought and behavior. This study addresses 
such questions as: What are China's most fundamental national security objectives? How has the 
Chinese state employed force and diplomacy in the pursuit of these objectives over the centuries? What 
security strategy does China pursue today and how will it evolve in the future? The study asserts that 
Chinese history, the behavior of earlier rising powers, and the basic structure and logic of international 
power relations all suggest that, although a strong China will likely become more assertive globally, 
this possibility is unlikely to emerge before 2015-2020 at the earliest. To handle this situation, the study 
argues that the United States should adopt a policy of realistic engagement with China that combines 
efforts to pursue cooperation whenever possible; to prevent, if necessary, the acquisition by China of 
capabilities that would threaten America's core national security interests; and to remain prepared to 
cope with the consequences of a more assertive China.

A Social History of Maoist China

This new social history of Maoist China provides an accessible view of the complex and tumultuous 
period when China came under Communist rule.

Chinese Military Reform in the Age of Xi Jinping: Drivers, Challenges, and Implications

China's People's Liberation Army (PLA) has embarked on its most wide-ranging and ambitious 
restructuring since 1949, including major changes to most of its key organizations. The restructuring 
reflects the desire to strengthen PLA joint operation capabilities- on land, sea, in the air, and in the space 
and cyber domains. The reforms could result in a more adept joint warfighting force, though the PLA will 
continue to face a number of key hurdles to effective joint operations, Several potential actions would 
indicate that the PLA is overcoming obstacles to a stronger joint operations capability. The reforms 
are also intended to increase Chairman Xi Jinping's control over the PLA and to reinvigorate Chinese 
Communist Party (CCP) organs within the military. Xi Jinping's ability to push through reforms indicates 
that he has more authority over the PLA than his recent predecessors. The restructuring could create 
new opportunities for U.S.-China military contacts.

Assessing the People's Liberation Army in the Hu Jintao Era

It is my pleasure to introduce this 2013 publication by the Strategic Studies Institute (SSI) of the 
U.S. Army War College, the National Bureau of Asian Research (NBR), and the United States Pacific 
Command, focusing on A Retrospective of the People's Liberation Army in the Hu Jintao Era (2002-12). 
The papers in this book provide a valuable and insightful review of the People's Liberation Army's (PLA) 
many impressive advances over the past decade. Solid scholarship on changes taking place in the PLA 
helps us understand how the Chinese view the employment of military power to support broader policy 
aims. A historical review of patterns and developments in training, operations, acquisitions, and political 
military relations can greatly assist that understanding. The outstanding work in this jointly sponsored 
study is an important contribution toward this end. This volume provides unique insights into the PLA's 
achievements over the span of Hu Jintao's tenure...

Chasing the Chinese Dream

This open access book explores the historical, cultural and philosophical contexts that have made 
anti-poverty the core of Chinese society since Liberation in 1949, and why poverty alleviation measures 
evolved from the simplistic aid of the 1950s to Xi Jinping’s precision poverty alleviation and its 
goal of eliminating absolute poverty by 2020. The book also addresses the implications of China’s 
experience for other developing nations tackling not only poverty but such issues as pandemics, 
rampant urbanization and desertification exacerbated by global warming. The first of three parts draws 
upon interviews of rural and urban Chinese from diverse backgrounds and local and national leaders. 
These interviews, conducted in even the remotest areas of the country, offer candid insights into 
the challenges that have forced China to continually evolve its programs to resolve even the most 
intractable cases of poverty. The second part explores the historic, cultural and philosophical roots of 
old China’s meritocratic government and how its ancient Chinese ethics have led to modern Chinese 
socialism’s stance that “poverty amidst plenty is immoral”. Dr. Huang Chengwei, one of China’s foremost 
anti-poverty experts, explains the challenges faced at each stage as China’s anti-poverty measures 
evolved over 70 years to emphasize “enablement” over “aid” and to foster bottom-up initiative and 
entrepreneurialism, culminating in Xi Jinping’s precision poverty alleviation. The book also addresses 
why national economic development alone cannot reduce poverty; poverty alleviation programs must 



be people-centered, with measurable and accountable practices that reach even to household level, 
which China has done with its “First Secretary” program. The third part explores the potential for 
adopting China’s practices in other nations, including the potential for replicating China’s successes in 
developing countries through such measures as the Belt and Road Initiative. This book also addresses 
prevalent misperceptions about China’s growing global presence and why other developing nations 
must address historic, systemic causes of poverty and inequity before they can undertake sustainable 
poverty alleviation measures of their own.

Jiang Zemin on the three Represents.
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Understanding Contemporary China

Understanding Contemporary China offers undergraduates a coherent assessment of the most crucial 
issues affecting China today. Designed as a core text for Introduction to Asia or Introduction to China 
courses, it can also be used in a wide variety of discipline-oriented curriculums.

Civil-Military Change in China Elites, Institutes, and Ideas after the 16th Party Congress

Greatly revised and expanded, with a new afterword, this update to Martin Jacques’s global bestseller 
is an essential guide to understanding a world increasingly shaped by Chinese power Soon, China will 
rule the world. But in doing so, it will not become more Western. Since the first publication of When 
China Rules the World, the landscape of world power has shifted dramatically. In the three years since 
the first edition was published, When China Rules the World has proved to be a remarkably prescient 
book, transforming the nature of the debate on China. Now, in this greatly expanded and fully updated 
edition, boasting nearly 300 pages of new material, and backed up by the latest statistical data, Martin 
Jacques renews his assault on conventional thinking about China’s ascendancy, showing how its impact 
will be as much political and cultural as economic, changing the world as we know it. First published 
in 2009 to widespread critical acclaim - and controversy - When China Rules the World: The End of 
the Western World and the Birth of a New Global Order has sold a quarter of a million copies, been 
translated into eleven languages, nominated for two major literary awards, and is the subject of an 
immensely popular TED talk.

When China Rules the World

This book presents the most comprehensive synthesis and analysis of major developments in reforming 
programs in modernizing the Chinese writing system. It traces the language policy and planning related 
developments for Chinese characters, with particular emphasis on post-1950 period in the People’s 
Republic of China (PRC) and the more recent challenges that technology, and particularly the World 
Wide Web, have posed for the language.

Planning Chinese Characters

This is the first full-length scholarly study of the Chinese 'core' leader and his role in the Chinese 
Communist Party's elite politics.

The Politics of the Core Leader in China

"A major contribution to the study of global events in times of global media. Owning the Olympics 
tests the possibilities and limits of the concept of 'media events' by analyzing the mega-event of the 
information age: the Beijing Olympics. . . . A good read from cover to cover." —Guobin Yang, Associate 
Professor, Asian/Middle Eastern Cultures & Sociology, Barnard College, Columbia University From 
the moment they were announced, the Beijing Games were a major media event and the focus 
of intense scrutiny and speculation. In contrast to earlier such events, however, the Beijing Games 
are also unfolding in a newly volatile global media environment that is no longer monopolized by 
broadcast media. The dramatic expansion of media outlets and the growth of mobile communications 
technology have changed the nature of media events, making it significantly more difficult to regulate 
them or control their meaning. This volatility is reflected in the multiple, well-publicized controversies 
characterizing the run-up to Beijing 2008. According to many Western commentators, the People's 
Republic of China seized the Olympics as an opportunity to reinvent itself as the "New China"---a global 
leader in economics, technology, and environmental issues, with an improving human-rights record. But 



China's maneuverings have also been hotly contested by diverse global voices, including prominent 
human-rights advocates, all seeking to displace the official story of the Games. Bringing together a 
distinguished group of scholars from Chinese studies, human rights, media studies, law, and other 
fields, Owning the Olympics reveals how multiple entities---including the Chinese Communist Party 
itself---seek to influence and control the narratives through which the Beijing Games will be understood. 
digitalculturebooks is an imprint of the University of Michigan Press and the Scholarly Publishing Office 
of the University of Michigan Library dedicated to publishing innovative and accessible work exploring 
new media and their impact on society, culture, and scholarly communication. Visit the website at 
www.digitalculture.org.

Owning the Olympics

This book is open access under a CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 license. This book is arranged and developed 
around the theme of “2050 China,” it analyzes the factors and advantages of the Chinese road to 
socialist modernization, explores and summarizes the development goal and the basic logic of the 
socialist modernization of China, and further shows the general basis of the primary stage of socialism. 
According to the report delivered at the 19th Party Congress, and according to the “two-stage” strategic 
plan, this book looks ahead in detail to the overarching objective and sub-objectives of essentially 
achieving socialist modernization by 2035, discusses the building of a great modern socialist country 
in all respects from the perspective of the Party’s six-sphere integrated plan of economic, political, 
cultural, social, ecological civilization, and national defense construction, and provides policy proposals. 
This book also analyzes the influence and the effect of the socialist modernization with Chinese 
characteristics on the world and it further presents the third centenary goal. In conclusion, this book 
is an elaboration of the work of the Institute for Contemporary China Studies, Tsinghua University. 
It reflects the intellectual innovation in the authors’ research on contemporary China, as well as the 
authors’ foresight and predictions about China’s future development.

2050 China

Since the establishment of the People's Republic of China in 1949, and particularly after the opening 
brought about by economic reforms roughly thirty years thereafter, China has become an influential 
player in regional and global affairs. Increasingly, both American and European policymakers examine 
Chinese foreign policy as a flexible, pragmatic, and significant element in world affairs. This has 
accelerated in the middle of the new first decade of this century, as business firms and political officials 
have developed interests in the sources, processes, and significance of China's reemergence as a 
global force. This volume examines how, in conjunction with rapid economic growth and profound social 
transformation, China's foreign policy is experiencing significant transition. The purpose of this truly 
deep and probing collection is to deepen Western understanding of the sources, substance, and signif-
icance of Chinese foreign policy--with a focus on the post Cold War environment. Contributors include 
academic specialists, area researchers, and distinguished journalists, all with firsthand experience in 
the field of China studies. The volume is divided into four parts: (1) theory and culture; (2) perspective 
and identity; (3) bilateral relationships; and (4) retrospective and prospective essays on Chinese policy 
concerns. The volume is sensitive to changes in national leadership and Communist Party structure as 
well as continuity and change in foreign policy. As Lowell Dittmer of the University of California notes 
in his Foreword, "precisely because it is so difficult to do well, the analysis of foreign policy is often 
conducted rather tritely. Thus it is a real pleasure to find assembled here a treasure trove of some of 
the finest work by some of the field's most penetrating minds. This is fortunate, for at the core of this 
volume is one of the biggest and most portentous questions to confront the world at the outset of the 
twenty-first century. That question is: in the decades to come, what role will China play in the world? As 
the homeland of about a fifth of mankind, this question is almost guaranteed relevance whatever the 
fate of China's domestic economy." Guoli Liu is associate professor of political science and international 
relations at the College of Charleston in South Carolina. "[Chinese Foreign Policy in Transition] is an 
extremely useful collection of articles by leading China scholars." Lucian W. Pye, Foreign Affairs

Chinese Foreign Policy in Transition

Serialized television drama (dianshiju), perhaps the most popular and influential cultural form in China 
over the past three decades, offers a wide and penetrating look at the tensions and contradictions 
of the post-revolutionary and pro-market period. Zhong Xueping’s timely new work draws attention to 
the multiple cultural and historical legacies that coexist and challenge each other within this dominant 



form of story telling. Although scholars tend to focus their attention on elite cultural trends and avant 
garde movements in literature and film, Zhong argues for recognizing the complexity of dianshiju’s 
melodramatic mode and its various subgenres, in effect "refocusing" mainstream Chinese culture. 
Mainstream Culture Refocused opens with an examination of television as a narrative motif in three 
contemporary Chinese art-house films. Zhong then turns her attention to dianshiju’s most important 
subgenres. "Emperor dramas" highlight the link between popular culture’s obsession with emperors and 
modern Chinese intellectuals’ preoccupation with issues of history and tradition and how they relate to 
modernity. In her exploration of the "anti-corruption" subgenre, Zhong considers three representative 
dramas, exploring their diverse plots and emphases. "Youth dramas’" rich array of representations 
reveal the numerous social, economic, cultural, and ideological issues surrounding the notion of youth 
and its changing meanings. The chapter on the "family-marriage" subgenre analyzes the ways in which 
women’s emotions are represented in relation to their desire for "happiness." Song lyrics from music 
composed for television dramas are considered as "popular poetics." Their sentiments range between 
nostalgia and uncertainty, mirroring the social contradictions of the reform era. The Epilogue returns 
to the relationship between intellectuals and the production of mainstream cultural meaning in the 
context of China’s post-revolutionary social, economic, and cultural transformation. Provocative and 
insightful, Mainstream Culture Refocused will appeal to scholars and students in studies of modern 
China generally and of contemporary Chinese media and popular culture specifically.

The Fog of Censorship

Grounded on a series of first-hand interviews with Chinese government officials, this book examines 
China's accession to the World Trade Organization, providing an 'inside' look at Chinese WTO ac-
cession negotiations. Presenting a systematic political economy model in analyzing Beijing's deci-
sion-making mechanisms, the book argues that China's WTO policy making is a state-led, leadership 
driven, and top-down process. Feng explores how China's determined political elite partly bypassed 
and partly restructured a largely reluctant and resistant bureaucracy, under constant pressure from 
an increasingly globalized international system. By addressing China's accession to the WTO from a 
political analysis perspective, the book provides a theoretically informed and intriguing examination of 
China's foreign economic policy making regime. The book highlights contemporary debates relating to 
state and institutionalist theory and provides new and useful insights into a significant development of 
this century.

Mainstream Culture Refocused

Following significant interethnic violence beginning in 2008, Chinese intellectuals and policymakers 
are now engaged in unprecedented debate over the future direction of their country's ethnic policies. 
This study attempts to gauge current Chinese opinion on this once-secretive and still highly sensitive 
area of national policy. Domestic Chinese opinion on ethnic policies over the last five years is reviewed 
and implications for future policies under the new leadership of CPC Secretary General Xi Jinping 
are explored. Careful review of a wide spectrum of contemporary Chinese commentary identifies 
an emerging consensus for ethnic-policy reform. Leading public intellectuals, as well as some party 
officials, now openly call for new measures strengthening national integration at the expense of minority 
rights and autonomy. These reformers argue that divisive ethnic policies adopted from the former USSR 
must be replaced by those supporting an ethnic "melting pot" concept. Despite this important shift 
in opinion, such radical policy changes as ending regional ethnic autonomy or minority preferences 
are unlikely over the short-to-medium term. Small-yet-significant adjustments in rhetoric and policy 
emphasis are, however, expected as the party-state attempts to strengthen interethnic cohesiveness 
as a part of its larger agenda of stability maintenance. About the author James Leibold is a senior 
lecturer in Politics and Asian Studies at La Trobe University in Melbourne, Australia. He is the author of 
Reconfiguring Chinese Nationalism (2007) and co-editor of Critical Han Studies (2012) and Minority 
Education in China (forthcoming). His research on ethnicity, nationalism, and race in modern China has 
appeared in The China Journal, The China Quarterly, The Journal of Asian Studies, Modern China, and 
other publications.

The Politics of China's Accession to the World Trade Organization

Mao and his policies have long been demonized in the West, with the Cultural Revolution considered a 
fundamental violation of human rights. As China embraces capitalism, the Mao era is being denigrated 
by the Chinese political and intellectual elite. This book tackles the extremely negative depiction of 



China under Mao in recent publications and argues that most people in China, including the rural 
poor and the urban working class, actually benefited from Mao's policies. Under Mao there was a 
comprehensive welfare system for the urban poor and basic health and education provision in rural 
areas. These policies are being reversed in the current rush towards capitalism. Offering a critical 
analysis of mainstream accounts of the Mao era and the Cultural Revolution, this book sets the record 
straight, making a convincing argument for the positive effects of Mao's policies on the well-being of 
the Chinese people.

Ethnic Policy in China

Kuhn has created in Made in China: Voices from the New Revolution, a candid, complex portrait of 
China today.".

The Battle for China's Past

Officially announced by Xi Jinping in 2013, the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) has since become the 
centrepiece of China’s economic diplomacy. It is a commitment to ease bottlenecks to Eurasian trade 
by improving and building networks of connectivity across Central and Western Asia, where the BRI 
aims to act as a bond for the projects of regional cooperation and integration already in progress in 
Southern Asia. But it also reaches out to the Middle East as well as East and North Africa, a truly 
strategic area where the Belt joins the Road. Europe, the end-point of the New Silk Roads, both by 
land and by sea, is the ultimate geographic destination and political partner in the BRI. This report 
provides an in-depth analysis of the BRI, its logic, rationale and implications for international economic 
and political relations.

Made in China

Taiwan "is becoming the most dangerous flash point in the world for a possible war that involves the 
United States, China, and probably other major powers," warn Robert D. Blackwill, Council on Foreign 
Relations (CFR) Henry A. Kissinger senior fellow for U.S. foreign policy, and Philip Zelikow, University 
of Virginia White Burkett Miller professor of history. In a new Council Special Report, The United States, 
China, and Taiwan: A Strategy to Prevent War, the authors argue that the United States should change 
and clarify its strategy to prevent war over Taiwan. "The U.S. strategic objective regarding Taiwan should 
be to preserve its political and economic autonomy, its dynamism as a free society, and U.S.-allied 
deterrence-without triggering a Chinese attack on Taiwan." "We do not think it is politically or militarily 
realistic to count on a U.S. military defeat of various kinds of Chinese assaults on Taiwan, uncoordinated 
with allies. Nor is it realistic to presume that, after such a frustrating clash, the United States would or 
should simply escalate to some sort of wide-scale war against China with comprehensive blockades 
or strikes against targets on the Chinese mainland." "If U.S. campaign plans postulate such unrealistic 
scenarios," the authors add, "they will likely be rejected by an American president and by the U.S. 
Congress." But, they observe, "the resulting U.S. paralysis would not be the result of presidential 
weakness or timidity. It might arise because the most powerful country in the world did not have credible 
options prepared for the most dangerous military crisis looming in front of it." Proposing "a realistic 
strategic objective for Taiwan, and the associated policy prescriptions, to sustain the political balance 
that has kept the peace for the last fifty years," the authors urge the Joe Biden administration to affirm 
that it is not trying to change Taiwan's status; work with its allies, especially Japan, to prepare new plans 
that could challenge Chinese military moves against Taiwan and help Taiwan defend itself, yet put the 
burden of widening a war on China; and visibly plan, beforehand, for the disruption and mobilization 
that could follow a wider war, but without assuming that such a war would or should escalate to the 
Chinese, Japanese, or American homelands. "The horrendous global consequences of a war between 
the United States and China, most likely over Taiwan, should preoccupy the Biden team, beginning 
with the president," the authors conclude.

China's Belt and Road: A Game Changer?

Over the six-month period from late 2012 to early 2013, Hu Jintao, the President of the People's 
Republic of China, Chair of the Central Military Commission, and Party Secretary of the Chinese 
Communist Party (CCP), will relinquish at least two of his three positions. According to the constitution 
of the CCP, his time as Party head will come to an end, given that he has already served for two 
terms. Well over the supposed retirement age of 68, he will have to hand over the leadership of 
China to a new generation of leaders at the 18th Party Congress in Beijing. In Chinese politics, the 



act of retirement is surprisingly difficult, but Hu Jintao is widely known for his reserve and reticence; 
there is little doubt that he could disappear into a quiet and anonymous retirement if he so desires. 
This timely volume thus aims to provide an analytical assessment of Hu's period in charge of the 
world's most populous country. It concentrates briefly on his early life and entry into politics, then 
considers and evaluates his stewardship of the economy and of international affairs, as well as 
his ideological contribution and leadership of the communist party. In the process, the reader will 
also be afforded a broad overview of China's rapid developments over the last decade, since 2002. 
Contents:LifeThe Hu Era: Politics and Internal AffairsA Strong Rich Country: The Chinese Economy 
Under HuChina's International Face Under HuWhat Does Hu Think? Ideology in the Hu EraAlways 
the Party Man: Hu and the CCPHu Jintao: A Provisional Assessment Readership: Undergraduate 
and postgraduate students, academics & general public interested in China's politics, society and 
history. Keywords:China;Politics;Communism;Hu Jintao;China Internal PoliticsKey Features:Unique — 
no other attempt has been made to do this so farFocused on his personality and tries to tell the 
story of China since 2002 around his impact and influenceBased on the author's experiences as 
a former diplomat and then as senior fellow for one of the world's most important think tanks in 
ChinaReviews: “Kerry Brown has written an outstandingly insightful book on Hu Jintao. This is not 
only the first English-language biography of one of the most powerful and also most enigmatic political 
leaders in the world today, but also an invaluable guide to contemporary China and its prospects.” 
Dr Julia Lovell Birkbeck, University of London “In Hu Jintao: China's Silent Ruler, Kerry Brown offers 
a comprehensive and informative account of Hu Jintao's leadership of China during the crucial first 
decade of the twenty-first century. Brown assesses the policy successes and shortcomings of Hu's 
leadership in such critical areas as Chinese economics, foreign policy, the Chinese Communist Party, 
and social stability. Brown's wide-ranging analysis establishes the benchmark for any future study of 
Hu Jintao's presidency.” Professor Robert Ross Boston College

The United States, China, and Taiwan

While Americans are generally aware of China's ambitions as a global economic and military super-
power, few understand just how deeply and assertively that country has already sought to influence 
American society. As the authors of this volume write, it is time for a wake-up call. In documenting the 
extent of Beijing's expanding influence operations inside the United States, they aim to raise awareness 
of China's efforts to penetrate and sway a range of American institutions: state and local governments, 
academic institutions, think tanks, media, and businesses. And they highlight other aspects of the 
propagandistic “discourse war” waged by the Chinese government and Communist Party leaders that 
are less expected and more alarming, such as their view of Chinese Americans as members of a 
worldwide Chinese diaspora that owes undefined allegiance to the so-called Motherland.Featuring 
ideas and policy proposals from leading China specialists, China's Influence and American Interests 
argues that a successful future relationship requires a rebalancing toward greater transparency, 
reciprocity, and fairness. Throughout, the authors also strongly state the importance of avoiding casting 
aspersions on Chinese and on Chinese Americans, who constitute a vital portion of American society. 
But if the United States is to fare well in this increasingly adversarial relationship with China, Americans 
must have a far better sense of that country's ambitions and methods than they do now.

Hu Jintao

Since the early 1980s, a prominent and consistent conclusion drawn from research on China's 
defense-industrial complex has been that China's defense-production capabilities are rife with weak-
nesses and limitations. This study argues for an alternative approach: From the vantage point of 2005, 
it is time to shift the focus of current research to the gradual improvements in and the future potential 
of China's defense-industrial complex. The study found that China's defense sectors are designing and 
producing a wide range of increasingly advanced weapons that, in the short term, are relevant to a 
possible conflict over Taiwan but also to China's long-term military presence in Asia. Part of a larger 
RAND Project AIR FORCE study on Chinese military modernization, this study examines the current 
and future capabilities of China's defense industry. The goals of this study are to 1.

China's Influence and American Interests

Social science theories of contentious politics have been based almost exclusively on evidence drawn 
from the European and American experience, and classic texts in the field make no mention of either the 
Chinese Communist revolution or the Cultural Revolution -- surely two of the most momentous social 



movements of the twentieth century. Moreover, China's record of popular upheaval stretches back well 
beyond this century, indeed all the way back to the third century B.C. This book, by bringing together 
studies of protest that span the imperial, Republican, and Communist eras, introduces Chinese patterns 
and provides a forum to consider ways in which contentious politics in China might serve to reinforce, 
refine or reshape theories derived from Western cases.

A New Direction for China's Defense Industry

Nine papers by various authors discussing aspects of economic reform in China over a 20 year period.

Challenging the Mandate of Heaven

Amongst the Chinese exists great cultural variety and diversity. The Cantonese care more for profit 
than face and are good businessmen, whereas Fujian R‚n are frank, blunt and outspoken but daring 
and generous. Beijing R‚n are more aristocratic and well-mannered, having stayed in a city ruled by 
emperors of different dynasties. Shanghai R‚n are more enterprising, adventurous and materialistic 
but less aristocratic, having been at the center of pre-war gangsterism. Hainan R‚n are straightforward, 
blunt and stubborn. Hunan R‚n are more warlike and have produced more marshals and generals than 
any other province.Pioneers of Modern China is a fascinating book that paints a vivid picture of the 
unique cultural characteristics and behavior of the Chinese in the various provinces. Using leaders in 
the modern history of China, such as Sun Yat Sen, Chiang Kai Shek, Mao Zedong, Zhou Enlai, Deng 
Xiaoping, Jiang Zemin, Hu Jintao and Wen Jiabao as representatives, it offers an in-depth look into the 
psyche of the Chinese people. It also pays tribute to writers, painters and kungfu experts, who have 
helped to develop the country socially and artistically.

China

Pioneers of Modern China
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