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Indira Gandhi was a prominent political figure and former Prime Minister of India, known for her strong 
leadership and significant impact on Indian politics.  She remains a controversial yet influential figure 
in India's history, revered for her decisive actions and development programs but also criticized for 
periods of authoritarian rule.
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Indira Gandhi

This book recounts the life of Indira Gandhi, who served as India's prime minister from 1966-1977 and 
from 1980-1984.

Indira Gandhi

A definitive, incisive and no-holds-barred account of the life and times of one of India’s most charismatic 
and prominent leaders who has left a distinctive stamp on history For almost two decades, Indira 
Gandhi stood out the world’s most powerful woman. In India, there is hardly a neutral opinion about 
her. She is either adored or abused. Inder Malhotra’s biography explores objectively this highly complex 
and very private person – right from her childhood to her last days – who lived under constant public 
gaze and learnt to adjust her demanour to the occasion, rigorously concealing her true self and real 
feelings. This comprehensive work recounts her unusual and unhappy ‘love marriage’ to Feroze Gandhi 
and examines the ambivalent influence of her father, Jawaharlal Nehru, on her career. It also focuses 
on her relationship with her sons: Sanjay, her chosen heir, and his elder brother Rajiv, who, ironically, 
succeeded her as the prime minister of India. The author traces Indira Gandhi’s own evolution from a 
‘dumb doll’ to the ‘empress of India’ and her downfall, the seeds of which were sown when she imposed 
the Emergency on 25 June 1975. This phase marked a dark period in the post-independence era. Her 
party (the Congress) lost the March 1997 general election and she was out of power for nearly three 
years. The author also describes the later revival in her fortunes, when she returned as prime minister 
in January 1980. During her second term, she had to order the Indian Army to enter the Golden Temple 
in Amritsar (the holiest shrine of the Sikhs) to flush out the militants hiding there. This move led to her 
being assassinated by her own Sikh bodyguards on 31 October 1984. In the revised and updated 
edition, Inder Malhotra throws light on the impact that Indira Gandhi had (and continues to have) on 
Indian politics after her death when her mantle fell on members of her family, including Rajiv Gandhi 
first and Sonia Gandhi later. This is not only a compulsive and gripping narrative about a remarkable 
personality but also a fascinating study of India after independence.E41
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Indira Gandhi

Indira Gandhi S Life Was Part Of The Unfolding History Of India, Intricately Woven With India S Past 
And Future. It (Became) Inevitable, Therefore, That Politics (Formed) A Backdrop To Her Public And 
Often Private Actions. Indira Gandhi S Life Spanned Over Two-Thirds Of A Century. By The Time Of Her 
Brutal Assassination In 1984, She Had Established Herself As The Most Significant Political Leader 
India Had Seen Since The Death Of Her Father, Jawaharlal Nehru. In This Book, Written With The Close 
Cooperation Of Her Subject, Pupul Jayakar Seeks To Uncover The Many Personalities That Lay Hidden 
Within Mrs Gandhi. Much More Than A Political Biography, The Book Reveals The Complex Personality 
Of Indira Gandhi-Her Thoughts And Feelings, Her Hates And Prejudices, Her Insights And Her Faults, 
Her Loves And Emotional Entanglements. Full Of Startling Insights, Indira Gandhi: A Biography Paints 
A Magnificent Portrait-At Once Empathetic And Unprejudiced-Of One Of The Twentieth Century S Most 
Remarkable Women.

Indira Gandhi

A penetrating examination of Indira Gandhi's personality as well as an analysis of the factors leading 
to the Emergency Rule Declaration, by an American expert which provides insight into contemporary 
Indian politics. Carras traveled with the then prime minister throughout 1975, interviewing her in depth 
before and after the declaration of the Emergency.

Mother India

The first major biography of Indira Gandhi covers the breadth and scope of 20th-century India and the 
woman who left her indelible mark on that troubled country. Both widely supported and bitterly opposed, 
she was eventually removed from office, only to make a stunning comeback.

Two Alone, Two Together

Remarkable for their sensitivity and humour, and replete with vivid descriptions of major personalities 
and events of their times, the letters chart Indira Gandhi's developments from a shy school girl into a 
charismatic political leader.

Indira Gandhi's Leadership

Transcript of interviews with various Indian political leaders.

Indira Gandhi, Her Road to Power

How did Indira Gandhi reach the pinnacle of Indian politics? Did India move away from freedom 
under her leadership? What kind of woman was she? Indira Gandhi made unorthodox use of power 
and possessed a highly individual style of functioning. In this book, Nayantara Sahgal persuasively 
argues that authoritarianism was the inevitable outcome of Indira’s personality and temperament. Her 
leadership marked a drastic break with the democratic tradition of her family and of Indian politics. 
During her regime, the political landscape of India underwent profound changes.The Emergency of 
1975-77 was used to promote her son Sanjay as her ultimate successor. The entry of her elder 
son, Rajiv, into politics after Sanjay’s death, and his immediate political prominence showcased 
Indira’s essential belief in her family’s right to rule. Nayantara Sahgal’s personal knowledge of her 
cousin, in combination with her unparalleled access to letters exchanged between Nehru and her 
mother,Vijaylakshmi Pandit, makes for an unusually penetrating psychological and political portrait from 
an intimate family viewpoint.

Indira

Presents the life of the first woman prime minister of India, from her childhood to her assassination.

Impact of Indira Gandhi on Indian Political System

**This is the chapter slice "Indira Gandhi (India) Gr. 5-8" from the full lesson plan "World Political 
Leaders"** Get the scoop on twelve of the most interesting World Political Leaders from the past century. 
Our resource reviews the global impact of these leaders while making these concepts more accessible 
to students. Begin your journey in the United States with a look at the leadership of George W. Bush 
and Ronald Reagan. Compare Bush's war on terrorism with Reagan's arms race during the Cold War. 



Journey down south with a stop in Mexico, where Vicente Fox acted as mediator between George 
W. Bush and Fidel Castro during an international summit. Cross the pond on your way to the United 
Kingdom. Learn about Margaret Thatcher's role in ending apartheid in South Africa. Read about how 
Mikhail Gorbachev went from being the leader of the Soviet Union to winning the Nobel Peace Prize. 
Learn how Nelson Mandela fought to bring equal rights for all citizens of South Africa. Journey to Tibet 
and explore the reincarnated spirit of the Dalai Lama, now head of state and spiritual leader of the 
Buddhist religion. Aligned to your State Standards and written to Bloom's Taxonomy, additional writing 
tasks, crossword, word search, comprehension quiz and answer key are also included.

Indira Gandhi

Indira Gandhi is admired globally as the most charismatic political leader of India. Elected four times 
as the Prime Minister of India. She was the first woman elected to lead a democracy and the world's 
longest serving woman Prime Minister from 1966 to 1984 when she was assassinated. During her days 
as the Prime Minister, displaying extraordinary political skills and tenacity. Gandhi showed an ability 
to win elections and outmanoeuvre opponents. She introduced more left-wing economic policies and 
promoted agricultural productivity. Also, she was the only Indian Prime Minister to have declared a state 
of emergency in order to 'rule by decree' and the only Indian Prime Minister to have been imprisoned 
after holding that office. She had remarkable endurance and ambition whilst building a formidable 
international reputation. Thus, she was listed as one of the "Most Powerful Women of the Century." 
Indira's style of functioning was criticized much and she was also accused of not having "Principles or 
human approach."

Indira Gandhi

Biographical study of indira ghandi and her political leadership of India - examines her socialist 
philosophy, political theory and economic theory, foreign policy considerations, international relations 
(incl. With particular reference to Pakistan), agricultural policy, her attitude towards the role of UK, her 
leadership of the congress party (political party), etc. One-page bibliography and illustrations. Biography 
ghandi i.

World Political Leaders: Indira Gandhi (India) Gr. 5-8

About Book: -The book "Indira Gandhi-Harbinger of Peace" is a result of my life's inspirational true story. 
It's an amazing book about World Leader, Prime Minister of India and an Iron Lady of India of that time 
due to her strong personality, after the Independence of India in 1947. She took historical decisions as 
the Prime Minister of India. Indira Gandhi was famous around the World due to her leadership quality & 
Politics. That's why she was famous as World Leader. I was also inspired by these qualities and decided 
to write a Book about her life & achievements. I was inspired by her famous slogan "Garibi Hatao" not 
in India but around the World. She took various political decisions in her regime as Prime Minister of 
India like "Emergency\

Indira Gandhi -Iron Lady of India

The author is an Assistant Professor of Political Science at Chandernagore Government College, 
West Bengal, India. She received her Ph.D. in International Relations from Jadavpur University in 
2014 and is a Gold medallist in her M.A. programme from the same university. She has also served 
as an instructor of German language at the Ramakrishna Mission Institute of Culture, Kolkata and 
translated several English and Bengali texts and songs into German language. Her areas of interest 
include: international politics, defence and strategic studies, comparative politics and international law. 
Since the Second World War, there have been very few women politicians to have come to lead their 
nations and dominate the world politics. Out of them, Indira Gandhi, Margaret Thatcher and Golda 
Meir are regarded as powerful women leaders of the world. These three Premiers were the first and 
only women leaders to have assumed political leadership in their respective countries till date. They 
were universally recognised as Iron Ladies because of their command and control over their respective 
governments, their conviction mindset and their capability to transform and implement their visions 
and ideas into practical policies. They were surrounded by male colleagues and there was hardly any 
woman in their respective Cabinets or governments; nor did they portray themselves as representatives 
of womenfolk. Also, their policies bore no reflection of women-friendly approaches; neither were they 
supporters of womens rights, nor did they encourage womens participation in politics or promote 
womens empowerment. They were successful in maintaining domestic peace and resisted external 



aggressions with strong hands, for which, they were universally recognised as tough leaders and were 
personified with their respective countries as well. This book intends to look at their electoral politics, 
modes of functioning and the power-sharing patterns, makes a comparative study of the nature of 
their leadership, along with the personal and institutional factors in their access to power, mitigating 
domestic discontents as well as their individual roles in the Indo Pak War of 1971, the Falklands Island 
dispute of 1982 and the Yom Kippur War of 1973.

Indira Gandhi

India, credited with the best institutionalized democracy of the Third World, changed in 1975, apparently 
overnight and at the decision of one individual, to a quasi-dictatorship. A transformation so remarkable 
prompted eight scholars of Indian politics to reexamine the sectors of the system they know well, 
seeking explanations. They reappraise the carry-over of colonial institutions and procedures, the 
distribution of power in the ruling party, business influence, the roles of the divided Communist parties, 
the position of the administrative corps and of the army, and unrest among the rural poor at its most 
volatile, in the state of Bihar. An introduction shows just what Mrs. Gandhi changed, the situation that 
triggered her action, and the justification she advances. A concluding chapter tests the facts of the 
Indian transformation against four major theories of political change in the developing world: projection 
into politics of personality conflicts of the leader, agrarian class conflict, social mobilization, and cultural 
assimilation and institutionalization.

Indira Gandhi-Harbinger of Peace

This biography of a great person is an adventurous academic venture. The present book is devoted 
to the great personality of Indira Gandhi, who was the Prime Minister of India for several consecutive 
terms and for the last term until her assassination — a total of fifteen years. She was India's first and 
to date the only, female prime minister. Her greatest achievement was that she led the nation to the 
decisive victory in the 1971 Indo-Pak war. This comprehensive Biography, in an interesting manner, 
has culminated into an exhaustive work on the subject. Beyond normal parameters, it is bound to 
serve all its users. I am indebted to all scholars, authors and compilers, whose valuable contributions, 
I have benefited from while preparing this book. I am also thankful to the publishers and website 
operators, whose works, I have referred to, during the compilation of this book. And last but not the 
least, the undersigned expresses wholehearted gratitude to all the associates, who extended their 
full cooperation in shaping and finalizing this project. This book is destined to be acknowledged by all 
academic circles. Enlightening comments and suggestive remarks are solicited very cordially. This book 
is an exclusive, compact and comprehensive account of the above-mentioned great life, which is bound 
to attract the attention of scholars, researchers, students and of course, the general readers. Contents:- 
• The Profile • A Great Life • Making of a Leader • Prime Minister of India • Versatile Personality • 
Treasure of Thoughts • The Indira Cult • Quotable Quotes

Women, Power and Leadership:

Sonia Gandhi's story represents the greatest transformational journey made by any world leader in the 
last four decades. Circumstance and tragedy, rather than ambition, paved her path to power. Born into a 
traditional, middle-class Italian family, Sonia met and fell in love with Rajiv Gandhi, son of future Indian 
prime minister Indira Gandhi and grandson of Jawaharlal Nehru, while studying English in Cambridge. 
Cruelly tested by the assassinations of her mother-in-law and of her husband, Sonia grew into a 
strong, authoritative but always private figure, now president of a coalition ruling over a billion people 
in the world's largest democracy. Through exclusive interviews with members of Sonia's party, political 
opponents and family friends, Rani Singh casts new light on Sonia. In the first mainstream biography 
of this inspirational figure, the author's compelling narrative retraces the path of the brave and beautiful 
Sonia Gandhi, examining what her life and legacy mean for India.

Indira Gandhi's India

The first comprehensive study on late Mrs. Indira Gandhi's political personality. Deals extensively with 
the different phases of the illustrious personality of Mrs. Gandhi beginning her early shaping in the 
specific family conditions till the climax that was marred by her ferosity during the internal emergency 
proclaimed by her. It also examines the different facets of her personality which ushered India into an 
era of new political culture. Review Shri L.K.Advani released the book Indira Gandhi and Congress party 



written by Dr Ram Avtar Sharma. He mentioned that nowadays there is no such leader in Congress 
Party who can criticise the wrong policies of Mrs. Gandhi. Hindustan Times, 8 March, 1988.

Rajiv Gandhi, the Brave New Leader

Such A Fusion Of The Public And Private Worlds Confers On These Letters A Distinctive Quality. 
Sonia Gandhi Jawaharlal Nehru And His Daughter Indira Gandhi Were Eloquent And Prolific Letter 
Writers. The Letters In This Volume, Selected From The Extensive Correspondence Between The 
Two Over More Than Forty Years, Are Like Conversation On Paper But More Revealing , As Sonia 
Gandhi Observes. Intimate, Articulate And Unreserved, They Provide Illuminating New Insights Into 
The Character And Personality Of Two Of The Most Towering Figures Of Modern India. Remarkable For 
Their Honesty, Sensitivity And Humour, And Replete With Vivid Descriptions Of Major Personalities And 
Events Of Their Times, The Letters Chart Indira Gandhi S Development From A Shy, Frail Schoolgirl 
Into A Charismatic Political Leader; They Reflect The Love Of Nature And Books That Father And 
Daughter Shared, And Reveal Their Candid Views On A Variety Of Subjects, Ranging From Family 
And Friends To Issues Of Political And National Importance. Above All, This Volume Reflects The Depth 
And Tenderness Of The Relationship Between Jawaharlal And Indira, And The Formidable Moral And 
Physical Courage That Was The Hallmark Of Both Personalities.

Indira Gandhi

Over the past several years, the fields of Leadership Studies and of Women's Studies have grown 
tremendously. This book, which is a series of case studies of women who have headed governments 
across the globe, will discuss the conditions and situations under which women rose to power and give 
a brief biography of each woman . A special chapter on why no U.S. woman has risen to the top, and 
a review of the political campaigns of Hillary Clinton, Michele Bachmann and others will be included. 
This book will be of interest for courses in women and leadership, global politics and gender studies.

Sonia Gandhi

The book showcases an retrospective view primarily on Indira Gandhi and later on, our successors like 
Rajiv Gandhi and Sonia Gandhi, and counts her shades of personality as PM and her contributions to 
meet the national demands. Her controversial figure, her attributes etc. have been discussed in length.

Indira Gandhi and Congress Party

This Is The Study Of Mrs. Gandhi`S Period Of Power (1966-77), The Unorthodox Uses She Made Of 
It, And The Distinctive And Highly Individual Style She Injected Into The Indian Polity.

India

Indira Gandhi's life, from her birth in 1917 through partition and up to her assassination in 1984, 
was dominated by the politics of her country. Always directly involved in India's turbulent 20th-century 
history, once she accepted the mantle of power, she became one of the world's most powerful and 
significant women. This biography focuses on Gandhi's role as a female leader of men in one of the 
most chauvinistic, complex and politicized cultures in the world.

Two Alone, Two Together: Letters Between Indira Gandhi And Jawaharlal Nehru 1922-1964

Rajiv Gandhi represented a certain ideology and principles. These were rooted in India s glorious 
traditions of international movement as espoused by Mahatam Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru and later by 
Indira Gandhi. It was on these principles that rested the foundation of a democratic, secular and united 
India. India is today at the crossroasds. Has Rajiv left behind both a fragile nation and a Party split more 
than every by internal rivalries? Does the Congress party want to get a majority in Parliament by riding 
a sympathy wave instead of attracting voters of its policies and programmes? There is no alternative to 
the Congress if secular nationalism has to be safeguarded and the Congress itself revolved around the 
personality of Rajiv Gandhi. The departed leader in his death has posed a test for the people of India 
. Do they prefer the legacy which Tilak and Gandhi and Nehru bequeathed or the views of imperialist 
sociologists which the reactionary parties are advocating as nationalism? Rajiv s reforms could not 
produce the desired results as his colleagues and bureaucrats failed to understand his world view. 
His demise provides the opportunity for a new beginning. But the road will be long. The light that the 



Gandhi-Nehru family lit are shining bright and should lead the masses into the future. Protecting these 
lights is the task of every Indian.

Women as Political Leaders

A loving daughter, a caring mother, an affectionate grandmother a confident globetrotter and finally 
prime minister, Indira slipped into each role with ease.’ The story of India's first woman prime minister 
is no ordinary story. It is the story of a girl for whom sacrifice and loss came early. For whom growing 
up meant seeing her father drift in and out of jail and a mother in and out of hospital. Wearing khadi and 
organizing her own band of troops. Combating loneliness and giving up the things she loved for a bigger 
cause. With the freedom struggle playing out in the background Indira Gandhi's life was inextricably 
linked to the politics and destiny of her country. In this compelling biography, Sreelata Menon vividly 
recreates the life and times of a young girl who goes on to become one of the most powerful and 
charismatic leaders of the world. Filled with little-known facts about Indira Gandhi’s life this book is a 
fascinating read that brings to light the different facets of her personality.

India

Olof Palme (Sweden), Olusegun Obasanjo (Nigeria), and Indira Gandhi (India) achieved the pinnacle 
of political power, fell from or relinquished power, and then, after a period in the political wilderness, 
regained it. By placing greater emphasis than that customarily accorded by biographers on the 
"interment" that followed their "fall" and preceded their "resurrection," the book describes how what 
they did, the lessons they learned, and the mistakes made by their successors facilitated their reentry.

Indira Gandhi

The 1970s were a tumultuous decade in the Indian subcontinent. Indira Gandhi dominated the 
political arena like Colossus. Bangladesh came into existence and Sikkim merged with India. India 
and Pakistan fought a decisive war that we followed by a peace agreement at Simla which had 
all theappearance of permanence. Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, Mujibur Rehman, Indira Gandhi, Jayaprakash 
Narayan - the subcontinent's leading politicians - all reached towering heights of success and depths 
of defeat at about this time.P N Dhar was head of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi's secretariat for most 
of the momentous years. In this book he provides an insider's account of the major political events, 
decisions and personalities that make up the 1970s.This is the first book to carry a detailed account 
of confidential negotiations between Indira Gandhi and Jayaprakash Narayan during the 'Emergency'. 
It also deals with the economic and political developments that fed into Indira Gandhi's infamous 
declaration of an 'Emergency'. It provides a closepicture of Mrs Gandhi's emotional trauma in relation 
to the Bangladesh refugee problem and the Bangladesh war, and later in relation to her son Sanjay 
Gandhi. In its account of the confidential negotiations between Indira Gandhi and Zulfikar Ali Bhutto over 
the Simla Agreement, it offer unrecordedinformation which is hugely controversial and hotly disputed. 
Its delineation of Sikkim's relations with Indira since Nehru's time, culminating in the Indian takeover of 
that states, is the most lucid, comprehensive and cogent account of that controversial political event. 
Its analysis of thenature of Indian democracy - from the secularism linked to the Nehru dynasty to 
the Mandal issue associated with VP Singh to the Hindu religiosity of the BJP under AB Vajpayee - 
is similarly marked by clarity, learning and reasoned argument.As an economist and intellectual who 
strayed into the highest level of Indian political life after an academic career in Kashmir, Peshawar and 
Delhi, Professor Dhar's recollections also have much to offer on Sheikh Abdullah's Kashmir, undivided 
India's north-west, and Indian academic life andculture. He has an unerring eye for the hidden fact - 
the buried detail which alters the received history. His political memories are marked by a combination 
of historical knowledge, analytic insight, and literary flair that is rare in Indian political literature.



Indira Gandhi's Emergence and Style

Indira Gandhi remains the only female that ever served as Prime Minister of India. She was considered 
a hero by her supporters and used her power and influence to direct the course of major political 
events and spearheaded social change on an international scale. This humanitarian leader introduced 
programs that helped to make India self-sufficient in food grains and provided refuge for ten million 
Pakistani civilians who fled their country. This book examines Ms. Gandhi's childhood, education, early 
influences and reviews their goals and achievements. A timeline of events is included along with a 
glossary of terms which defines history-specific terms. This important volume includes primary source 
photos, quotes and excerpts about highly influential and worldly individual.

Indira

Here, then, is a book which gives an insider's account of Indira Gandhi's second innings as India's 
Prime Minister. It is rare for Indian civil servants to write about the events they have observed during 
their career. To quote Dr Alexander, he has chosen to depart from this tradition because "I have been 
greatly impelled by sense of history and of duty to record the events relating to the most critical years 
of Indira Gandhi's life. I happened to have been the only witness to some of them...."

Rajiv Gandhi

A 1974 biography of Indira Gandhi, written when she still held office as the Prime Minister of India. 
Includes a section of photographs, and a list of references.

Indira Gandhi

On the life and work of Feroze Gandhi, 1912-1960, activist in the Indian freedom movement.

The Fall and Rise of Political Leaders

A biography of India's first and only female prime minister covering the period from her childhood to 
the early 1970s.

Indira Gandhi, the Emergency\

Memoir of one of Indira Gandhi's closest confidants One day, soon after M.L. Fotedar had joined Indira 
Gandhi as political secretary in July 1980, she told him to sit at 1 Akbar Road. This would enable him to 
meet the people who came to her with various requests. She suggested a small room to serve as his 
workspace. But it was one she was emotionally attached to -- it was used by her son Sanjay, who had 
recently died in an air crash.For the rest of Indira Gandhi's final term in office, this room would be the 
nerve centre of Fotedar's work. Ordinary people and senior party leaders would come there for him to 
filter their requests and complaints. From assessing future leaders -- be it V.P. Singh, Pranab Mukherjee 
or Ahmed Patel -- with remarkable foresight, to straightening up those who were being difficult, he did it 
all. The Chinar Leaves paints a portrait of a six-decade-long political career that began in Kashmir and 
gives insights into the murky world of national politics. Here are the stories of many careers that were 
made and unmade in the Congress. Among these are the saga of Narasimha Rao's no-holds-barred 
effort to stay in power, Amitabh Bachchan's falling out of favour with the Gandhi family, the machinations 
of succession after Indira Gandhi's death, Giani Zail Singh's tiff with Rajiv, and many more. Fotedar, for 
long the voice of political wisdom in the party, also passes his verdict on the current crop of Congress 
leadership and searches Indira Gandhi's will, to which he was a signatory, for the true successor to 
her legacy.As a record of Indian politics at a time of momentous events, this is a frank and sometimes 
shocking look at recent history from the man who exercised immense influence from behind the scenes 
and whose impact continues to this day.

Indira Gandhi

How did Indira Gandhi reach the pinnacle of Indian politics? Did India move away from freedom 
under her leadership? What kind of woman was she? Indira Gandhi made unorthodox use of power 
and possessed a highly individual style of functioning. In this book, Nayantara Sahgal persuasively 
argues that authoritarianism was the inevitable outcome of Indira’s personality and temperament. Her 
leadership marked a drastic break with the democratic tradition of her family and of Indian politics. 
During her regime, the political landscape of India underwent profound changes.The Emergency of 



1975–77 was used to promote her son Sanjay as her ultimate successor. The entry of her elder 
son, Rajiv, into politics after Sanjay’s death, and his immediate political prominence showcased 
Indira’s essential belief in her family’s right to rule. Nayantara Sahgal’s personal knowledge of her 
cousin, in combination with her unparalleled access to letters exchanged between Nehru and her 
mother,Vijaylakshmi Pandit, makes for an unusually penetrating psychological and political portrait from 
an intimate family viewpoint.

My Years with Indira Gandhi

Indira
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