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Explore the unique 'Portuguese Way of War' during their critical counterinsurgency campaigns across 
Africa from 1961 to 1974. This volume, part of the Helion Studies in Military History series, provides 
an in-depth analysis of the strategies, challenges, and outcomes of Portuguese military operations, 
offering vital insights into a significant and often overlooked chapter of 20th-century African conflict.
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Counterinsurgency in Africa

Originally published by Greenwood Press, 1997.

Counterinsurgency in Africa

Nominated for the NYMAS Arthur Goodzeit Book Award 2013 Portugal's three wars in Africa in Angola, 
Mozambique and Portuguese Guinea (Guiné-Bissau today) lasted almost 13 years - longer than the 
United States Army fought in Vietnam. Yet they are among the most underreported conflicts of the 
modern era. Commonly referred to as Lisbon's Overseas War (Guerra do Ultramar) or in the former 
colonies, the War of Liberation (Guerra de Libertação), these struggles played a seminal role in ending 
white rule in Southern Africa. Though hardly on the scale of hostilities being fought in South East 
Asia, the casualty count by the time a military coup d'état took place in Lisbon in April 1974 was 
significant. It was certainly enough to cause Portugal to call a halt to violence and pull all its troops 
back to the Metropolis. Ultimately, Lisbon was to move out of Africa altogether, when hundreds of 
thousands of Portuguese nationals returned to Europe, the majority having left everything they owned 
behind. Independence for all th Indeed, on a recent visit to Central Mozambique in 2013, a youthful 
member of the American Peace Corps told this author that despite have former colonies, including 
the Atlantic islands, followed soon afterwards. Lisbon ruled its African territories for more than five 
centuries, not always undisputed by its black and mestizo subjects, but effectively enough to create a 
lasting Lusitanian tradition. That imprint is indelible and remains engraved in language, social mores 
and cultural traditions that sometimes have more in common with Europe than with Africa. Today, most 
of the newspapers in Luanda, Maputo - formerly Lourenco Marques - and Bissau are in Portuguese, 
as is the language taught in their schools and used by their respective representatives in international 
bodies to which they all subscribe. ing been embroiled in conflict with the Portuguese for many years 
in the 1960s and 1970s, he found the local people with whom he came into contact inordinately fond 
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of their erstwhile 'colonial overlords'. As a foreign correspondent, Al Venter covered all three wars over 
more than a decade, spending lengthy periods in the territories while going on operations with the 
Portuguese army, marines and air force. In the process, he wrote several books on these conflicts, 
including a report on the conflict in Portuguese Guinea for the Munger Africana Library of the California 
Institute of Technology. Portugal's Guerrilla Wars in Africa represents an amalgam of these efforts. At 
the same time, this book is not an official history, but rather a journalist's perspective of military events 
as viewed by somebody who has made a career of reporting on overseas wars, Africa's especially. 
Venter's camera was always at hand; most of the images used between these covers are his. His 
approach is both intrusive and personal and he would like to believe that he has managed to record 
for posterity a tiny but vital segment of African history.

Portugal's Guerrilla Wars in Africa

In 1961, Portugal found itself fighting a war to retain its colonial possessions and preserve the remnants 
of its Empire. It was almost completely unprepared to do so, and this was particularly evident in its ability 
to project power and to control the vast colonial spaces of Africa. Following the uprisings of March 1961 
in the north of Angola, Portugal poured troops into the colony as fast as its creaking logistic system 
would allow; however, these new arrivals were not competent and did not possess the skills needed to 
fight a counterinsurgency. While counterinsurgency by its nature requires substantial numbers of light 
infantry, the force must be trained in the craft of fighting a ‘small war’ to be effective. The majority of the 
arriving troops had no such indoctrination and had been readied at an accelerated pace. Even their 
uniforms were hastily crafted and not ideally suited to fighting in the bush. In reoccupying the north 
and addressing the enemy threat, Portugal quickly realized that its most effective forces were those 
with special qualifications and advanced training. Unfortunately there were only very small numbers 
of such elite forces. The maturing experiences of the Portuguese and their consequent adjustments 
to fight a counterinsurgency led to the development of specialized, tailored units to close the gaps 
in skills and knowledge between the insurgents and their forces. This book is about the Fuzileiros or 
Portuguese marines, a naval force that operated in the riverine littorals of Africa and that was both 
feared by the enemy and loved by those loyal to Portugal. The Fuzileiros underwent one of the longest 
and most physically demanding specialist infantry training regimes in the world, lasting some forty-two 
weeks. Perhaps only 15 to 35 percent of the inductees eventually passed the course and were awarded 
the traditional and highly coveted navy blue beret. When deployed to Africa, they underwent further 
acclimation for weeks until they were able to move through the slime and mud of a riverbank with ease, 
as their lives depended on it. They became experts at riverine warfare and regularly ranged inland on 
extended patrols, many of which are recounted here. They were comfort able with the uncomfortable 
fighting environment, and this ability translated into an unpredictability that the enemy feared. This 
book is the story of how they came to be formed and organized, the initial teething difficulties, and their 
unqualified successes.

The Fuzileiros

During the 13-year insurgency (1961-74) in Portuguese Africa, more than 800,000 men and women 
served in the Portuguese armed forces. Of this number, about 9,000 served as commandos (or about 
1 percent). Yet their combat losses � 357 dead, 28 missing in action and 771 wounded � represented 
11.5 percent of the total casualties (a percentage 10 times that of normal troops). It is well established 
that these warriors were responsible for the elimination of more insurgents and capturing more of 
their weapons than any other force during the war. Great pains were taken to stay abreast of the 
latest enemy operational methods and maintain the 'warrior edge' in the force. This edge, in essence, 
was an approach to fighting that pushed the commandos always to think of themselves as the hunter 
rather than the hunted. Officers returning from contact with the enemy were rigorously debriefed, and 
commando instructors regularly participated in operations to learn of the latest enemy developments. 
This information was integrated with intelligence from other sources gathered by the military and 
national intelligence services, and from this current knowledge, training was constantly revised to 
remain attuned to the enemy and his behavior. The commandos became a breed apart - and their 
reputation was such that when insurgents discovered a unit deployed into their area, they would 
generally withdraw until the killers left. This commando training - and its sympathy with the fighting 
environment - made the commandos the most effective ground force in the Portuguese Army. The 
commandos were expert practitioners in the art of counterinsurgency, and their practice of destroying 
the enemy in great numbers quickly and quietly served as inspiration not only to South Africa and 
Rhodesia, but to the enemy himself. This is the story of the Portuguese commandos: their beginnings, 



their unique operations and their legacy and influence in subsequent sister units such as the Buffalo 
Battalion of South Africa.

Portuguese Commandos

Portugal was both the first and the last of the great European colonial powers. For 500 years Portugal 
had colonies in Africa. In 1960, as liberation movements swept across colonial Africa, the Portuguese 
flag still flew over vast expanses of territory across the continent. The spread of decolonization and 
the establishment of independent states whose governments were sympathetic to the cause of African 
nationalism led, in the early 1960s, to a series of wars in Angola, Guiné and Mozambique. This book 
details each of these liberation movements, focusing on the equipment, uniforms and organization of 
the Portuguese forces.

Modern African Wars (2)

In 1961, Portugal found itself fighting a war to retain its colonial possessions and preserve the remnants 
of its empire. It was almost completely unprepared to do so, and this was particularly evident in its ability 
to project power and to control the vast colonial spaces in Africa. Following the uprisings of March of 
1961 in the north of Angola, Portugal poured troops into the colony as fast as its creaking logistic system 
would allow; however, these new arrivals were not competent and did not possess the skills needed to 
fight a counterinsurgency. While counterinsurgency by its nature requires substantial numbers of light 
infantry, the force must be trained in the craft of fighting a ‘small war’ to be effective. The majority of the 
arriving troops had no such indoctrination and had been readied at an accelerated pace. Even their 
uniforms were hastily crafted and not ideally suited to fighting in the bush. In reoccupying the north 
and addressing the enemy threat, Portugal quickly realized that its most effective forces were those 
with special qualifications and advanced training. Unfortunately, there were only very small numbers of 
such elite forces. The maturing experiences of Portuguese and their consequent adjustments to fight 
a counterinsurgency led to development of specialized, tailored units to close the gaps in skills and 
knowledge between the insurgents and their forces. The most remarkable such force was the flechas, 
indigenous Bushmen who lived in eastern Angola with the capacity to live and fight in its difficult terrain 
aptly named ‘Lands at the End of the Earth’. Founded in 1966, they were active until the end of the 
war in 1974, and were so successful in their methods that the flecha template was copied in the other 
theaters of Guiné and Mozambique and later in the South African Border War. The flechas were a force 
unique to the conflicts of southern Africa. A flecha could smell the enemy and his weapons and read 
the bush in ways that no others could do. He would sleep with one ear to the ground and the other to 
the atmosphere and would be awakened by an enemy walking a mile away. He could conceal himself 
in a minimum of cover and find food and water in impossible places. In short, he was vastly superior to 
the enemy in the environment of eastern Angola, and at the height of the campaign there (1966–1974) 
this small force accounted for 60 per cent of all enemy kills. This book is the story of how they came to 
be formed and organized, their initial teething difficulties, and their unqualified successes.

The Flechas

Portugal is a small country, but for many years it possessed the world's third largest empire; and its 
armed forces deserve to be better known than they are in the English-speaking world. Fortunately, 
the British co-author was able to meet a Portuguese colleague who was not only an authority 
on Portuguese military history and uniforms, but who had also served in Mocambique himself. A 
collaborative venture seemed the best way of providing the kind of 'hard' information about Portuguese 
weapons, organisation, uniforms and insignia that has been lacking until now.



Portugal's Guerilla Wars in Africa

This detailed combat history sheds light on the significant yet overlooked guerilla campaigns in what 
would become Angola and Guinea-Bissou. Portugal was the first European country to colonize Africa. It 
was also the last to leave, almost five centuries later. During what Lisbon called its “civilizing mission” the 
Portuguese weathered numerous insurrections, but none as severe as the guerrilla war first launched 
in Angola in 1961 and two years later in Portuguese Guinea. Both the Soviets and the Cubans believed 
that because the tiny colony of Guinea had no resources, Lisbon would soon capitulate. But the 
11-year struggle became the empire’s most strenuous attempt to retain colonial power. Though it was 
overshadowed by the conflict in Vietnam, the Soviet-led guerrilla campaign in Portuguese Guinea set 
the scene for the wars that followed in Rhodesia and present-day Namibia.

Modern African Wars (2)

When a large group of rebels invaded Angola from a recently independent Congo in 1961, it heralded 
the opening shots in another African war of independence. Between 1961 and 1974, Portugal faced the 
extremely ambitious task of conducting three simultaneous counterinsurgency campaigns to preserve 
its hegemony of Angola, Portuguese Guinea and Mozambique. While other European states were 
falling over themselves in granting independence to their African possessions, Portugal chose to 
stay and fight despite the odds against success.That it did so successfully for thirteen years in a 
distant multi-fronted war remains a remarkable achievement, particularly for a nation of such modest 
resources. For example, in Angola the Portuguese had a tiny air force of possibly a dozen transport 
planes, a squadron or two of F-86s and perhaps twenty helicopters: and that in a remote African 
country twice the size of Texas. Portugal proved that such a war can be won. In Angola victory was 
complete.However, the political leadership proved weak and irresolute, and this encouraged communist 
elements within the military to stage a coup in April 1974 and lead a capitulation to the insurgent 
movements, squandering the hard-won military and social gains and abandoning Portugals African 
citizens to generations of civil war and destitution.

The Last of Africa's Cold War Conflicts

From the days of its occupation by South African forces under the Mandate System, to its first election 
in 1989, South-West Africa was a hotbed of revolutionary activity. The establishment of SWAPO 
(South-West African People's Organization) in 1960, sparked decades of guerilla warfare, mostly aimed 
at the South African military. This book examines modern African wars between 1964 and 1989, and 
includes detailed descriptions of the South African Defence Force, Angolan Forces, SWAPO, and the 
major units involved in the counter-insurgency campaigns. The text is enhanced by colour plates, maps, 
and numerous photographs.

The Brown Waters of Africa

The Year 1932 was not only the year in which the famous carnival of Rio de Janeiro was organized 
for the first time, or the giant statue of the Christ the Redeemer was placed on top of the Corcovado 
mountain ridge: tragically, it was also the year of the last civil war fought in Brazil. On 9 July 1932, 
about 35,000 men from two Brazilian federal states - Sao Paulo and Mato Grosso do Sul – rose 
in arms against the dictatorship of Getúlio Vargas, demanding the return to constitutionality and 
democracy. This movement became known as the ‘Constitutionalist’, while its members became known 
as the ‘Paulistas’. The Brazilian government reacted with brute force: it deployed over 100,000 troops 
supported by heavy artillery and combat aircraft. The result was the biggest war ever fought in Brazil: 
the first ever campaign to see strategic aerial bombardment conducted in the Americas; the first aircraft 
shot down in air combat, and the first to see night bombing operations. Following three months of bitter 
fighting – which often degenerated into trench warfare – the Paulistas were defeated. Indeed, the end 
of this conflict brought to the end a period of successive civil wars fought in Brazil since 1889. The 
Paulista War – the first authoritative account of this conflict ever published in the English language – 
provides a blow-by-blow account of both aerial and ground combat operations. It is lavishly illustrated 
with a collection of authentic photographs and exclusive colour profiles, and as such is an indispensable 
source of reference about this crucial moment in the history of the largest country in South America.

Angolan War of Liberation



Across Africa in the post-1956 era, the aspirations of African nationalists to secure power were 
boosted and quickly realized by the British, French and Belgian hasty retreat from empire. The 
Portuguese, Southern Rhodesian and South African governments, however, stood firm and would be 
challenged by their African nationalists. Influenced by the Communist bloc, these nationalists adopted 
the 'Armed Struggle'. In the case of Rhodesia, the Zimbabwe African People's Union (ZAPU), led 
by Joshua Nkomo, took this step in 1962 after their effort to foment rebellion in Rhodesia's urban 
areas in 1961-62 had been frustrated by police action and stiffened security legislation. Rhodesia's 
small, undermanned security forces, however, remained wary as Zambia and Tanganyika had given 
sanctuary to communist- supplied ZAPU and Zimbabwe African National Union (ZANU) guerrillas. The 
Rhodesians had foreseen that the northeastern frontier with Mozambique would be the most vulnerable 
to incursions because the African population living along it offered an immediate target for succour and 
subversion. The Portuguese were not seen as a bulwark as they were clearly making little progress in 
their counter-insurgency effort against their FRELIMO nationalist opponents. The Rhodesians were 
fortunate, however, that ZAPU and ZANU chose to probe across the Zambezi River from Zambia into 
the harsh, sparsely populated bush of the Zambezi Valley. The consequence was that the Rhodesian 
security forces conducted a number of successful operations in the period 1966-1972 which dented 
insurgent ambitions. This book describes and examines the first phase of the 'bush war' during which 
the Rhodesian forces honed their individual and joint skills, emerging as a formidable albeit lean fighting 
force.

Modern African Wars (3)

A detailed account and operational analysis of Portugal's air campaign over Portuguese Guinea from 
1963-1974, with particular emphasis on the evolution of counter-insurgent air operations and guerrilla 
air defense measures.

Sanctuary Lost: Portugal's Air War for Guinea 1961-1974

A new account of how Portugal fought a bush war in Mozambique for over a decade. Portugal fought 
a bush war in Mozambique — one of the most beautiful countries in the world — for over a decade. 
The small European nation was ranged against formidable odds and in the end was unable to muster 
the resources required to effectively take on the might of the Soviet Union and its collaborators—every 
single communist country on the planet and almost all of Black Africa. Yet, Al Venter argues, Portugal 
did not actually lose the war, and indeed fought in difficult terrain with a good degree of success over 
an extended period. It was radical domestic politics that heralded the end. Mozambique is once again 
embroiled in a guerrilla war, this time against a large force of Islamic militants, many from Somalia and 
some Arab countries, and unequivocally backed by Islamic State and the lessons of Mozambique’s 
bush war are still relevant today.

Zambezi Valley Insurgency

This study is the first comprehensive assessment of warfare in Angola to cover all three phases of the 
nation's modern history: the anti-colonial struggle, the Cold War phase, and the post-Cold War era. It 
also covers, in detail, the final phase of warfare in Angola, culminating in Jonas Savimbi's death and 
the signing of the Luena Accord

Sanctuary Lost: Portugal's Air War for Guinea, 1961-1974

An investigation of the origins of the Angolan civil war of 1975-76. By looking at the interaction 
between internal and external factors, it reveals the domestic roots of the conflict and the impact of 
foreign intervention on the civil war. The formative influence of colonialism and anti-colonialism on the 
emergence of Angolan rivalry since 1961 is described, and the externalization of that power struggle 
is analysed from a perspective of both international and domestic politics.

Portugal's Bush War in Mozambique

Following the publication of Al Venter’s successful Portugal’s Guerrilla Wars in Africa - shortlisted by 
the New York Military Affairs Symposium’s 'Arthur Goodzeit Book Award for 2013' - his Battle for Angola 
delves still further into the troubled history of this former Portuguese African colony. This is a completely 
fresh work running to almost 600 pages including 32 pages of color photos, with the main thrust on 
events before and after the civil war that followed Lisbon’s over-hasty departure back to the metrópole. 



There are also several sections that detail the role of South African mercenaries in defeating the 
rebel leader Dr Jonas Savimbi (considered by some as the most accomplished guerrilla leader to 
emerge in Africa in the past century). There are many chapters that deal with Pretoria’s reaction to 
the deteriorating political and military situation in Angola, the role of the Soviets and mercenaries in 
the political transition, as well as the civil war that followed. With the assistance of several notable 
military authorities he elaborates in considerable detail on South Africa’s 23-year Border War, from the 
first guerrilla incursions to the last. In this regard he received solid help from the former the head of 
4 Reconnaissance Regiment, Colonel Douw Steyn, who details several cross-border Recce strikes, 
including the sinking by frogmen of two Soviet ships and a Cuban freighter in an Angolan deepwater 
port. Throughout, the author was helped by a variety of notable authorities, including the French 
historian Dr René Pélissier and the American academic and former naval aviator Dr John (Jack) Cann. 
With their assistance, he covers several ancillary uprisings and invasions, including the Herero revolt 
of the early 20th century; the equally troubled Ovambo insurrection, as well as the invasion of Angola 
by the Imperial German Army in the First World War. Former deputy head of the South African Army 
Major General Roland de Vries played a seminal role. It was he - dubbed ‘South Africa’s Rommel’ 
by his fellow commanders - who successfully nurtured the concept of ‘mobile warfare’ where, in a 
succession of armored onslaughts ‘thin-skinned’ Ratel Infantry Fighting Vehicles tackled Soviet main 
battle tanks and thrashed them. There is a major section on South African Airborne – the ‘Parabats’ 
–by Brigadier-General McGill Alexander, one of the architects of that kind of warfare under Third World 
conditions. Finally, the role of Cuban Revolutionary Army receives the attention it deserves: officially 
there were almost 50,000 Cuban troops deployed in the Angolan war, though subsequent disclosures 
in Havana suggest that the final total was much higher.

Angola

This analysis of the involvement of the South African Defence Force in the counterinsurgency campaign 
led by the armed forces of Portugal aims to identify the nature of the engagement and to see what 
lessons can be drawn from the point of view of counterinsurgency warfare.

The Origins of the Angolan Civil War

Originally published in 1971, this book is a study by 9 historians of West Africa, three of whom are 
themselves African, of the military response to the colonial occupation of West Africa. Apart from the 
fact that the extent and effectiveness of African resistance to 19th Century European invasion of Africa 
has been underestimated by historians, those studies of the African campaigns that have been made 
have been primarily concerned with the military strategy and problems of European invaders. Very little 
attention has been paid to the way African military commanders reorientated their military strategies 
and deployed their armies against the better-armed European invaders.

Battle For Angola

South Africa's armed forces invaded Angola in 1975, setting off a war that had consequences for the 
whole region that are still felt today. A Far-Away War contributes to a wider understanding of this war in 
Angola and Namibia. The book does not only look at the war from an "e;old"e; South African (Defence 
Force) perspective, but also gives a voice to participants "e;on the other side"e; - emphasising the role of 
the Cubans and Russians. This focus is supplemented by the inclusion of many never-before-published 
photographs from Cuban and Russian archives, and a comprehensive bibliography.

Portuguese Counterinsurgency Campaigning in Africa 1961-1974

A “gripping” story of the Angolan Civil War and how it evolved into a Cold War struggle between 
superpowers (New York Journal of Books). Lasting over a quarter of a century, from 1975 to 2002, 
the Angolan Civil War began as a power struggle between two former liberation movements, the MPLA 
and UNITA—but became a Cold War struggle with involvement from the Soviet Union, Cuba, South 
Africa, and the United States. This book examines the height of the Cuban-South African fighting in 
Angola in 1987–88, when three thousand South African soldiers and about eight thousand UNITA 
guerrilla fighters fought in alliance against the Cubans and the armed forces of the Marxist MPLA 
government, a force of over fifty thousand men. Fred Bridgland pieced together the course of the war, 
fought in one of the world’s most remote and wild terrains, by interviewing the South Africans who 
fought it, and many of their stories are woven into the narrative. This classic account of a Cold War 
struggle and its momentous consequences for the participants and the continent now includes a new 



preface and epilogue. “Highlights just how much political and social considerations dictate the outcome 
of war . . . A highly detailed work of military history, The War for Africa can tell us a lot about the nature 
of counter-insurgency warfare and how small states can become contested battlegrounds between 
superpowers.” —New York Journal of Books

Involvement of South African Defense Forces in South East Angola 1966-1974

Cold War Liberation examines the African revolutionaries who led armed struggles in three Portuguese 
colonies--Angola, Mozambique, and Guinea-Bissau--and their liaisons in Moscow, Prague, East Berlin, 
and Sofia. By reconstructing a multidimensional story that focuses on both the impact of the Soviet 
Union on the end of the Portuguese Empire in Africa and the effect of the anticolonial struggles on 
the Soviet Union, Natalia Telepneva bridges the gap between the narratives of individual anticolonial 
movements and those of superpower rivalry in sub-Saharan Africa during the Cold War. Drawing on 
newly available archival sources from Russia and Eastern Europe and interviews with key participants, 
Telepneva emphasizes the agency of African liberation leaders who enlisted the superpower into their 
movements via their relationships with middle-ranking members of the Soviet bureaucracy. These 
administrators had considerable scope to shape policies in the Portuguese colonies which in turn 
increased the Soviet commitment to decolonization in the wider region. An innovative reinterpretation 
of the relationships forged between African revolutionaries and the countries of the Warsaw Pact, Cold 
War Liberation is a bold addition to debates about policy-making in the Global South during the Cold 
War. We are proud to offer this book in our usual print and ebook formats, plus as an open-access 
edition available through the Sustainable History Monograph Project.

West African Resistance

This fourth volume continues the coverage of the operational history of the Angolan Air Force and Air 
Defense Force (FAPA/DAA) as told by Angolan and Cuban sources, in the period 1985-1988.

A Far-Away War

This book traces the failures of the US-supported FNLA, the growth and reorganization of the MPLA into 
a conventional army; deployment of Cuban military contingents; and the performance and experiences 
of the MPLA and Cuban forces at war with South Africans and the third Angolan insurgent group - 
UNITA.

Portuguese Africa and the West

Selected papers from the 5th Annual Social Science Conference of the University of East Africa held 
at the University College, Nairobi, from 8-12 December 1969.

The War for Africa

Insurgency has been the most prevalent form of conflict in the modern world since the end of the 
Second World War. Accordingly, it has posed a major challenge to conventional armed forces, all of 
whom have had to evolve counter-insurgency methods in response. The volume brings together classic 
articles on the counter-insurgency experience since 1945.

Cold War Liberation

A description of the conflicts which have so damaged Africa, this survey of the last four decades seeks 
to throw light on the problems which afflict the continent. All important conflicts are covered, North, 
Central and South, with their political and military background, and details of armies and weaponry.

War of Intervention in Angola, Volume 4

Through late 1987, the battlefields of southern Angola moved ever further away from the border 
to South-West Africa (Namibia), until the show-down between the Soviet-supported government in 
Luanda and South African-supported insurgency of UNITA culminated in the Battle of Cuito Cuanavale. 
Initially reluctant to become involved, the Cubans reinforced their contingent in Angola, and then 
decided to force Pretoria into negotiations about mutual withdrawal. Ironically, while Cuba and South 
Africa eventually agreed to withdraw their troops from the Angolan War, and then did so, in 1988-1989, 
the government in Lunda - still supported by the Soviet Union - then reinforced its effort to crush the 



UNITA. The result were additional large-scale operations, the mass of which evaded attention outside 
Angola, because dramatic developments in Europe not only distracted attention, but also ended the 
decades-long stand-off between the East and the West. Ultimately, the II Angolan War ended with a 
cease-fire - hurriedly agreed amid a near-collapse of the government forces, and rapid advances of 
the UNITA.

War of Intervention in Angola

A blow-by-blow reconstruction of the famous Portuguese commando attack and a coup attempt in 
Conakry, the capital of Guinea-Conakry, that caused a major diplomatic crisis between multiple capitals 
in Europe and Africa.

Portugal 1914-1926

This is the first of two volumes examining the so-called 'Congo Crisis' of the 1960s on the basis of 
documentation from the CIA's archives. It throws entirely new light upon developments in a country 
which many US citizens of the time believed would become the next major battlefield.

War and Society in Africa

Join 'The Terrible Ones' on clandestine operations and in conventional warfare during the harsh bush 
war that raged through southern Angola in the 1980s. The conflict ended with the last major battle of 
the Cold War, one of the largest land battles of the latter part of the 20th century. This book presents 
an eyewitness account by a South African Defense Force (SADF) Signals Officer, Marius Scheepers, 
who served in arguably the most formidable battle unit that ever existed in the history of the South 
African Defense Force: 32 Battalion. It describes how members lived and fought in the bush during 
1983 under the most difficult conditions. Being the Signals Officer of 32 Battalion, Scheepers was 
privy to all major command decisions of the time. Although he focuses primarily on operations during 
the year 1983, including Operations Snoek and Dolfyn, he includes concise descriptions of all other 
major operations that took place inside Angola between 1966 and 1988, including Operation Askari 
(1983/84) and the decisive battle at Cuito Cuanavale in 1987/88. Extensive appendices include 32 
Battalion sitreps, radio-code cards, SADF radio equipment used by 32 Battalion and details on SADF, 
SAAF and SWAPO.

Modern Counter-insurgency

During the decolonization wars in East and Southern Africa, tracking became increasingly valuable as 
a military tactic. Drawing on archival research and interviews, Stapleton presents a comparative study 
of the role of tracking in insurgency and counter-insurgency across Kenya, Zimbabwe and Namibia.

Continent Ablaze

The Roots of Counter-insurgency
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