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Explore the pivotal encounters between Inuit communities and early European explorers navigating 
the treacherous Arctic Passage. This historical narrative delves into the initial interactions, cultural 
exchanges, and lasting impacts that shaped perceptions and understanding between these distinct 
groups during significant periods of polar exploration.
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Encounters on the Passage

In Encounters on the Passage, present day Inuit tell the stories that have been passed down from their 
ancestors of the first encounters with European explorers.

Arctic Crossing

The Arctic--with its twenty-four-hour daylight, surprisingly curious animals and inexplicable humming 
noises--is a world of constant danger and limitless possibility. This unforgiving landscape is home to the 
Inuit (the name they prefer to "Eskimos"), whose complex and little-studied society is fascinating in its di-
vergence from as well as its assimilation into Western culture. Jonathan Waterman's 2,200-mile journey 
across the roof of North America took him through Inuit communities in Alaska to Nunavut, Canada's 
new, 770,000-square-mile, self-governed territory. His story, at once illuminating and alarming, offers 
firsthand observations of their life, language and beliefs; records their reactions to global modernization; 
documents their centuries of unjust treatment at the hands of Kabloona (bushy-eyebrowed whites); 
and witnesses unemployment, teen suicide and such persistent plagues as spousal violence and 
substance abuse. From the perspective of his 1997-1999 voyage--as the Inuit stand on the brink of 
a more hopeful, independent future--he also looks into a past marked by famous (or infamous) Arctic 
explorers, government cover-ups and environmental destruction. This beautifully written work of intrepid 
reporting and even scholarship also reveals the physical risks and psychological perils of crossing the 
legendary Northwest Passage. Utterly alone for weeks at a time, Waterman struggles against freezing 
conditions, the tricks played on him by his own mind and dangers more complex than aggressive bears, 
stormy seas and mosquito blizzards. Following the advice of an Inuit shaman, who said that "those 
things hidden from others" are discovered only "far from the dwellings of men, through privation and 
suffering," Waterman kayaks, skis, dogsleds and sails across the Great Solitudes in a thrilling and 
ultimately successful quest for this "true wisdom," arriving at a profound understanding of environment 
and culture.

Arctic Explorers
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The search for the Northwest Passage is a saga of hardship, tragedy and mystery. For over 400 
years, the elusive, ice-choked Arctic waterway has been sought and travelled by daring men seeking 
profit and glory but often finding only a desperate struggle for survival. Spanning the centuries from 
Elizabethan privateer Martin Frobisher to RCMP officer Henry Larsen, the intrepid captain of the St. 
Roch, these stories of high adventure reveal why the Northwest Passage has gripped the imaginations 
of generations of explorers and lured them to its treacherous waters. Book jacket.

In Those Days

Volume five of this series shares tales shares tales of European explorers who came to the Arctic 
seeking adventure, riches, and the elusive Northwest Passage, and Inuit they encountered there.

Eskimos and Explorers

Corrects misconceptions about Eskimo life, analyzes early accounts by European explorers, and 
evaluates the impact these explorers had on Eskimo culture

The Search for the Northwest Passage

An introduction to the Northwest Passage and the people who endured harsh conditions to travel it.

The Cambridge History of the Polar Regions

The Cambridge History of the Polar Regions is a landmark collection drawing together the history of 
the Arctic and Antarctica from the earliest times to the present. Structured as a series of thematic 
chapters, an international team of scholars offer a range of perspectives from environmental history, 
the history of science and exploration, cultural history, and the more traditional approaches of political, 
social, economic, and imperial history. The volume considers the centrality of Indigenous experience 
and the urgent need to build action in the present on a thorough understanding of the past. Using 
historical research based on methods ranging from archives and print culture to archaeology and oral 
histories, these essays provide fresh analyses of the discovery of Antarctica, the disappearance of Sir 
John Franklin, the fate of the Norse colony in Greenland, the origins of the Antarctic Treaty, and much 
more. This is an invaluable resource for anyone interested in the history of our planet.

Climate Change and Writing the Canadian Arctic

Climate Change and Writing the Canadian Arctic explores the impact of climate change on Canadian 
literary culture. Analysis of the changing rhetoric surrounding the discovery of the lost ships of the 
Franklin expedition serves to highlight the political and economic interests that have historically 
motivated Canada’s approach to the Arctic and shaped literary representations. A recent shift in 
Canadian writing away from national sovereignty to circumpolar stewardship is revealed in detailed 
close readings of Kathleen Winter’s Boundless and Sheila Watt-Cloutier’s The Right to Be Cold.

Historians on Leadership and Strategy

This book examines the well-covered subject of leadership from a unique perspective: history's vast 
catalogue of leadership successes and failures. Through a collection of highly compelling case studies 
spanning two millennia, it looks beyond the classic leadership parable of men in military or political 
crises and shows that successful leadership cannot be reduced to simplistic formulae. Written by 
experts in the field and based on rigorous research, each case provides a rich and compelling account 
that is accessible to a wide audience, from students to managers. Rather than serving as a vehicle for 
advancing a particular theory of leadership, each case invites readers to reflect, debate and extract 
their own insights.

Tracking the Franklin Expedition of 1845

The Franklin Northwest Passage Expedition of 1845 is perhaps the greatest disaster in the history of 
exploration--all 129 men vanished, as did the expedition's two ships, HMS Erebus and Terror. Over the 
next 150 years, searchers found bones, clothing and a variety of relics. Inuit narratives provided some 
of the details of what happened to the frozen, starving sailors after they deserted their ice-locked ships 
in 1848. Then, in 2014 and 2016, Canadian researchers found the sunken wrecks, not far from the 
bleak, windswept King William Island in the Arctic. At last, the mystery of the Franklin Expedition would 



be solved. Or would it? This book pulls together the various searchers' discoveries; the many recent 
scientific studies that shed light on when, how and why the men died (and whether, in extremis, they 
ate each other); and illuminates what we know, and what we don't and may never know, about the fate 
of the expedition.

The Geography of Names

This book examines geographical names, place-names, and toponymy from philosophical and cultural 
evolutionary perspectives. Geographical name-tracking-networks (Geo-NTNs) are posited as tools for 
tracking names through time and across space, and for making sense of how names evolve both 
temporally and spatially. Examples from North and South American indigenous groups, the Canadian 
arctic, Wales, England, and the Middle East are brought into a theoretical framework for making sense 
of aspects of place-naming practices, beliefs, and systems. New geographical tools such as geographic 
information systems (GIS) and global positioning systems (GPS) are demonstrated to be important in 
the production and maintenance of robust networks for keeping names and their associated meanings 
viable in a rapidly changing world where place-naming is being taken up increasingly in social media 
and other new mapping platforms. The Geography of Names makes the case that geographical 
names are transmitted memetically (i.e. as cultural units, or memes) through what Saul Kripke called 
communication chains. Combining insights from Kripke with views of later Wittgenstein on language 
and names as being inherently spatial, the present work advances theories of both these thinkers 
into an explicitly geographical inquiry that advances philosophical and practical aspects of naming, 
language, and mapping.

Tambora

A global history of the climate catastrophe caused by the Tambora eruption When Indonesia's Mount 
Tambora erupted in 1815, it unleashed the most destructive wave of extreme weather the world has 
witnessed in thousands of years. The volcano’s massive sulfate dust cloud enveloped the Earth, cooling 
temperatures and disrupting major weather systems for more than three years. Communities worldwide 
endured famine, disease, and civil unrest on a catastrophic scale. Here, Gillen D’Arcy Wood traces 
Tambora’s global and historical reach: how the volcano’s three-year climate change regime initiated the 
first worldwide cholera pandemic, expanded opium markets in China, and plunged the United States 
into its first economic depression. Bringing the history of this planetary emergency to life, Tambora 
sheds light on the fragile interdependence of climate and human societies to offer a cautionary tale 
about the potential tragic impacts of drastic climate change in our own century.

The Spectral Arctic

Visitors to the Arctic enter places that have been traditionally imagined as otherworldly. This strange-
ness fascinated audiences in nineteenth-century Britain when the idea of the heroic explorer voyaging 
through unmapped zones reached its zenith. The Spectral Arctic re-thinks our understanding of Arctic 
exploration by paying attention to the importance of dreams and ghosts in the quest for the Northwest 
Passage. The narratives of Arctic exploration that we are all familiar with today are just the tip of 
the iceberg: they disguise a great mass of mysterious and dimly lit stories beneath the surface. In 
contrast to oft-told tales of heroism and disaster, this book reveals the hidden stories of dreaming and 
haunted explorers, of frozen mummies, of rescue balloons, visits to Inuit shamans, and of the entranced 
female clairvoyants who travelled to the Arctic in search of John Franklin’s lost expedition. Through new 
readings of archival documents, exploration narratives, and fictional texts, these spectral stories reflect 
the complex ways that men and women actually thought about the far North in the past. This revisionist 
historical account allows us to make sense of current cultural and political concerns in the Canadian 
Arctic about the location of Franklin’s ships.

Searching for Franklin

Arctic historian Ken McGoogan approaches the legacy of nineteenth-century explorer Sir John Franklin 
from a contemporary perspective and offers a surprising new explanation of an enduring Northern 
mystery. Two of Arctic explorer Sir John Franklin’s expeditions were monumental failures—the last one 
leading to more than a hundred deaths, including his own. Yet many still see the Royal Navy man as 
a heroic figure who sacrificed himself to discovering the Northwest Passage. This book, McGoogan's 
sixth about Arctic exploration, challenges that vision. It rejects old orthodoxies, incorporates the latest 
discoveries, and interweaves two main narratives. The first treats the Royal Navy’s Arctic Overland 



Expedition of 1819, a harbinger-misadventure during which Franklin rejected the advice of Dene and 
Metis leaders and lost eleven of his twenty-one men to exhaustion, starvation, and murder. The second 
discovers a startling new answer to that greatest of Arctic mysteries: what was the root cause of the 
catastrophe that engulfed Franklin’s last expedition? The well-preserved wrecks of Erebus and Ter-
ror—located in 2014 and 2016—promise to yield more clues about what cost the lives of the expedition 
members, some of whom were reduced to cannibalism. Contemporary researchers, rejecting theories 
of lead poisoning and botulism, continue to seek conclusive evidence both underwater and on land. 
Drawing on his own research and Inuit oral accounts, McGoogan teases out many intriguing aspects 
of Franklin’s expeditions, including the explorer’s lethal hubris in ignoring the expert advice of the Dene 
leader Akaitcho. Franklin disappeared into the Arctic in 1845, yet people remain fascinated with his 
final doomed voyage: what happened? McGoogan will captivate readers with his first-hand account of 
traveling to relevant locations, visiting the graves of dead sailors, and experiencing the Arctic—one of 
the most dramatic and challenging landscapes on the planet.

Aboriginal TM

In AboriginalTM, Jennifer Adese explores the origins, meaning, and usage of the term “Aboriginal” 
and its displacement by the word “Indigenous.” In the Constitution Act, 1982, the term’s express 
purpose was to speak to specific “aboriginal rights”. Yet in the wake of the Constitution’s passage, 
Aboriginal, in its capitalized form, became increasingly used to describe and categorize people. More 
than simple legal and political vernacular, the term Aboriginal (capitalized or not) has had real-world 
consequences for the people it defined. AboriginalTM argues the term was a tool used to advance 
Canada’s cultural and economic assimilatory agenda throughout the 1980s until the mid-2010s. 
Moreover, Adese illuminates how the word engenders a kind of “Aboriginalized multicultural” brand 
easily reduced to and exported as a nation brand, economic brand, and place brand—at odds with the 
diversity and complexity of Indigenous peoples and communities. In her multi-disciplinary research, 
Adese examines the discursive spaces and concrete sites where Aboriginality features prominently: 
the Constitution Act, 1982; the 2010 Vancouver Olympics; the “Aboriginal tourism industry”; and 
the Vancouver International Airport. Reflecting on the term’s abrupt exit from public discourse and 
the recent turn toward Indigenous, Indigeneity, and Indigenization, AboriginalTM offers insight into 
Indigenous-Canada relations, reconciliation efforts, and current discussions of Indigenous identity, 
authenticity, and agency.

Inuit Shamanism and Christianity

Using archival material and oral testimony collected during workshops in Nunavut between 1996 and 
2008, Frédéric Laugrand and Jarich Oosten provide a nuanced look at Inuit religion, offering a strong 
counter narrative to the idea that traditional Inuit culture declined post-contact. They show that setting 
up a dichotomy between a past identified with traditional culture and a present involving Christianity 
obscures the continuity and dynamics of Inuit society, which has long borrowed and adapted "outside" 
elements. They argue that both Shamanism and Christianity are continually changing in the Arctic and 
ideas of transformation and transition are necessary to understand both how the ideology of a hunting 
society shaped Inuit Christian cosmology and how Christianity changed Inuit shamanic traditions.

Canadian Performance Documents and Debates

Canadian Performance Documents and Debates provides insight into theatrical activities from the 
seventeenth century to the early 1970s, and probes important yet vexing questions about Canada as 
a country and a concept. The volume collects playscripts and archival material such as photographs, 
petitions, performance programs, and musical scores to explore what these documents tell us about 
the values, debates, and priorities of artists and their audiences from the past 400 years. For each of the 
31 chapters, leading and emerging scholars offer introductions that rethink the artistic, economic, and 
socio-political significance of plays, dance, opera, circuses, and other performance genres and events. 
This collection challenges readers to rethink Canadian theatre and performance history, and will be 
of interest to students and scholars of theatre, dance, music, and Performance Studies. Contributors: 
Clarence S. Bayne, Kym Bird, Justin A. Blum, Amy Bowring, Jill Carter, Jenn Cole, Cynthia Cooper, 
Heather Davis-Fisch, Moira J. Day, Ray Ellenwood, Alan Filewod, Howard Fink, Liza Giffen, J. Paul 
Halferty, James Hoffman, Erin Hurley, John D. Jackson, Stephen Johnson, Sasha Kovacs, Sylvain 
Lavoie, Louis Patrick Leroux, Allana C. Lindgren, Denyse Lynde, Erin Joelle McCurdy, Wing Chung 



Ng, Glen F. Nichols, M. Cody Poulton, VK Preston, Daniel J. Ruppel, Jordan Stanger-Ross, Paul J. 
Stoesser, Christl Verduyn, Anthony J. Vickery, Anton Wagner

The Routledge Companion to Travel Writing

As many places around the world confront issues of globalization, migration and postcoloniality, travel 
writing has become a serious genre of study, reflecting some of the greatest concerns of our time. 
Encompassing forms as diverse as field journals, investigative reports, guidebooks, memoirs, comic 
sketches and lyrical reveries; travel writing is now a crucial focus for discussion across many subjects 
within the humanities and social sciences. An ideal starting point for beginners, but also offering new 
perspectives for those familiar with the field, The Routledge Companion to Travel Writing examines: Key 
debates within the field, including postcolonial studies, gender, sexuality and visual culture Historical 
and cultural contexts, tracing the evolution of travel writing across time and over cultures Different 
styles, modes and themes of travel writing, from pilgrimage to tourism Imagined geographies, and 
the relationship between travel writing and the social, ideological and occasionally fictional constructs 
through which we view the different regions of the world. Covering all of the major topics and debates, 
this is an essential overview of the field, which will also encourage new and exciting directions for 
study. Contributors: Simon Bainbridge, Anthony Bale, Shobhana Bhattacharji, Dúnlaith Bird, Elizabeth 
A. Bohls, Wendy Bracewell, Kylie Cardell, Daniel Carey, Janice Cavell, Simon Cooke, Matthew Day, 
Kate Douglas, Justin D. Edwards, David Farley, Charles Forsdick, Corinne Fowler, Laura E. Franey, 
Rune Graulund, Justine Greenwood, James M. Hargett, Jennifer Hayward, Eva Johanna Holmberg, 
Graham Huggan, William Hutton, Robin Jarvis, Tabish Khair, Zoë Kinsley, Barbara Korte, Julia Kuehn, 
Scott Laderman, Claire Lindsay, Churnjeet Mahn, Nabil Matar, Steve Mentz, Laura Nenzi, Aedín Ní 
Loingsigh, Manfred Pfister, Susan L. Roberson, Paul Smethurst, Carl Thompson, C.W. Thompson, 
Margaret Topping, Richard White, Gregory Woods.

James Fitzjames

A lively man with a wicked sense of humour, James Fitzjames joined the Franklin Expedition at the age 
of 32. While he never returned, he left behind a legacy of misinformation, half-truths, and adventures 
that the author wades through to create a great portrait of this brave Royal Navy hero.

My Life as an Explorer

The 1927 autobiography, in English translation, of the first man to traverse the North-West Passage 
and to reach the South Pole.

Materials of the Mind

Phrenology was the most popular mental science of the Victorian age. From American senators 
to Indian social reformers, this new mental science found supporters stretching around the globe. 
Materials of the Mind tells the story of how phrenology changed the world--and how the world changed 
phrenology. This is a story of skulls from the Arctic, plaster casts from Haiti, books from Bengal, 
and letters from the Pacific. Drawing on far-flung museum and archival collections, and addressing 
sources in six different languages, Materials of the Mind is the first substantial account of science in the 
nineteenth century as part of global history. It shows how the circulation of material culture underpinned 
the emergence of a new materialist philosophy of the mind, while also demonstrating how a global 
approach to history could help us reassess issues such as race, technology, and politics today.

The Unseen Leader

The Unseen Leader delivers one simple but immensely powerful point: we need to radically rethink how 
we discuss leadership. In this book, American historian Martin Gutmann passionately challenges the 
received wisdom that history's great leaders were individuals with a proclivity for action and brash 
words. Drawing on extensive historical scholarship and contemporary leadership theory, Gutmann 
delves into the journeys of four unknown or misunderstood leaders who achieved remarkable success-
es in vastly different environments—the Polar North, the deserts of Arabia, the sugar plantations of the 
Caribbean, and Second World War London. What emerges is an entirely new narrative on leadership. 
Contrary to the perception of heroic protagonists forging ahead boldly, history's truly great leaders were 
often precisely those who didn't need to generate excessive noise or activity. Instead, they skillfully 



minimized dramatic circumstances. Their stories challenge our present-day conception of leadership 
and can inspire the leaders of tomorrow.

Writing Arctic Disaster

How did the Victorian fixation on the disastrous John Franklin expedition transform our understanding of 
the Northwest Passage and the Arctic? Today we still tend to see the Arctic and the Northwest Passage 
through nineteenth-century perspectives, which focused on the discoveries of individual explorers, their 
illustrated books, visual culture, imperial ambitions, and high-profile disasters. However, the farther 
back one looks, the more striking the differences appear in how Arctic exploration was envisioned. 
Writing Arctic Disaster uncovers a wide range of exploration cultures: from the manuscripts of secretive 
corporations like the Hudson's Bay Company, to the nationalist Admiralty and its innovative illustrated 
books, to the searches for and exhibits of disaster relics in the Victorian era. This innovative study 
reveals the dangerous afterlife of this Victorian conflation of exploration and disaster, in the geopolitical 
significance accruing around the 2014 discovery of Franklin's ship Erebus in the Northwest Passage.

Historical Dictionary of Canada

Canada has become a leader among the modern nations of the world. It has emerged as a modern 
industrial nation, and as a key player in the resource, commodities, and financial institutions that make 
up today’s world. This third edition of the Historical Dictionary of Canada contains a chronology, an 
introduction, and an extensive bibliography. It includes over 700 cross-referenced entries on a wide 
range of topics, covering the broad sweep of Canadian history from long before European contact until 
present day. Topics include Indigenous peoples, women, religion, regions, politics, international affairs, 
arts and culture, the environment, the economy, language, and war. This is an excellent resource for 
students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about Canada. It introduces readers to the 
successes and failures, the conflicts and accommodations, the events and trends that have shaped 
Canadian history.

Visual Culture and Arctic Voyages

Uncovering a wealth of archival information, Eavan O'Dochartaigh gives fresh and surprising insight 
into the Victorian image of the Arctic.

White Eskimo

Among the explorers made famous for revealing hitherto impenetrable cultures-T. E. Lawrence and 
Wilfred Thesiger in the Middle East, Richard Burton in Africa-Knud Rasmussen stands out not only for 
his physical bravery but also for the beauty of his writing. Part Danish, part Inuit, Rasmussen made a 
courageous three-year journey by dog sled from Greenland to Alaska to reveal the common origins of 
all circumpolar peoples. Lovers of Arctic adventure, exotic cultures, and timeless legend will relish this 
gripping tale by Stephen R. Bown, known as "Canada's Simon Winchester."

Stories in a New Skin

In an age where southern power-holders look north and see only vacant polar landscapes, isolated 
communities, and exploitable resources, it is important to note that the Inuit homeland encompasses 
extensive philosophical, political, and literary traditions. Stories in a New Skin is a seminal text that 
explores these Arctic literary traditions and, in the process, reveals a pathway into Inuit literary criticism. 
Author Keavy Martin considers writing, storytelling, and performance from a range of genres and 
historical periods – the classic stories and songs of Inuit oral traditions, life writing, oral histories, and 
contemporary fiction, poetry and film – and discusses the ways in which these texts constitute an 
autonomous literary tradition. She draws attention to the interconnection between language, form and 
context and illustrates the capacity of Inuit writers, singers and storytellers to instruct diverse audiences 
in the appreciation of Inuit texts. Although Eurowestern academic contexts and literary terminology are 
a relatively foreign presence in Inuit territory, Martin builds on the inherent adaptability and resilience of 
Inuit genres in order to foster greater southern awareness of a tradition whose audience has remained 
primarily northern.

Life Among the Inuit



The Inuit people have inhabited their northern homelands since ancient times. Readers discover the 
many facets of ancient Inuit life and the way it’s still reflected in modern Inuit culture. They explore Inuit 
hunting methods and art, as well as many other topics that meet common social studies curriculum 
standards. This information is presented through engaging main text, eye-catching fact boxes, and 
detailed maps. Readers also learn through colorful photographs and historical images of the Inuit 
people’s past and present.

Do You See Ice?

Many Americans imagine the Arctic as harsh, freezing, and nearly uninhabitable. The living Arctic, 
however—the one experienced by native Inuit and others who work and travel there—is a diverse 
region shaped by much more than stereotype and mythology. Do You See Ice? presents a history of 
Arctic encounters from 1850 to 1920 based on Inuit and American accounts, revealing how people 
made sense of new or changing environments. Routledge vividly depicts the experiences of American 
whalers and explorers in Inuit homelands. Conversely, she relates stories of Inuit who traveled to the 
northeastern United States and were similarly challenged by the norms, practices, and weather they 
found there. Standing apart from earlier books of Arctic cultural research—which tend to focus on either 
Western expeditions or Inuit life—Do You See Ice? explores relationships between these two groups 
in a range of northern and temperate locations. Based on archival research and conversations with 
Inuit Elders and experts, Routledge’s book is grounded by ideas of home: how Inuit and Americans 
often experienced each other’s countries as dangerous and inhospitable, how they tried to feel at 
home in unfamiliar places, and why these feelings and experiences continue to resonate today. The 
author intends to donate all royalties from this book to the Elders’ Room at the Angmarlik Center in 
Pangnirtung, Nunavut.

In Those Days

Historian Kenn Harper shares tales of Inuit who played a pivotal role in the expeditions of some of the 
most famous Arctic explorers, including the unfortunate John Franklin.

Strangers Among Us

David Woodman re-evaluates the importance of Inuit oral traditions in his search to reconstruct the 
events surrounding Sir John Franklin's tragic 1845 expedition. He shows that often-misunderstood tales 
of white men travelling through Inuit lands may in fact refer to survivors of the Franklin expedition.

Henry Hudson

Profiles the life of the explorer Henry Hudson.

Geography, Technology and Instruments of Exploration

Focusing on aspects of the functioning of technology, and by looking at instruments and at instrumental 
performance, this book addresses the epistemological questions arising from examining the technolog-
ical bases to geographical exploration and knowledge claims. Questions of geography and exploration 
and technology are addressed in historical and contemporary context and in different geographical 
locations and intellectual cultures. The collection brings together scholars in the history of geographical 
exploration, historians of science, historians of technology and, importantly, experts with curatorial 
responsibilities for, and museological expertise in, major instrument collections. Ranging in their focus 
from studies of astronomical practice to seismography, meteorological instruments and rockets, from 
radar to the hand-held barometer, the chapters of this book examine the ways in which instruments 
and questions of technology - too often overlooked hitherto - offer insight into the connections between 
geography and exploration.

The Breathing Hole

"Stories of the Canadian Arctic intersect in this epic five-hundred-year journey led by a one-eared polar 
bear. In 1535, Hummiktuq, an Inuit widow, has a strange dream about the future. The next day, she 
discovers a bear cub floating on a piece of ice near a breathing hole. Despite the concerns of her 
community, she adopts him as her own and names him Angu'ruaq. In 1845, Angu'ruaq and his mate 
Panik wander into a chance meeting between Inuit hunters and explorers from the Franklin Expedition. 
By 2029, when surveyors and entrepreneurs examine the now-melting land for future opportunities, 



Angu'ruaq encounters the passengers and crew of a luxury cruise ship as it slinks through the oily 
waters of the Northwest Passage. Humorous and dramatic, The Breathing Hole is a respectful and 
profound saga that traces the paths of colonialism and climate change, revealing the devastating scars 
left on the land and in history."--

Historical Dictionary of the Inuit

This second edition of Historical Dictionary of the Inuit provides a history of the indigenous peoples of 
North Alaska, arctic Canada including Labrador, and Greenland. This is done through a chronology, 
an introductory essay, an extensive bibliography, and over 400 cross-referenced dictionary entries on 
significant persons, places, events, institutions, and aspects of culture, society, economy, and politics. 
This book is an excellent access point for students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more 
about the Inuits.

Unravelling the Franklin Mystery

David Woodman's reconstruction of the mysterious events surrounding the disappearance of two 
British exploration vessels in 1845, under the command of Sir John Franklin, challenges standard 
interpretations and promises to replace them. Among the many who have tried to discover the truth 
behind the Franklin disaster, Woodman recognizes the profound importance of the Inuit testimony and 
analyzes it in depth. He concludes from his investigations that the Inuit probably did visit Franklin's 
ships while the crew was still on board and that there were some Inuit who actually saw the sinking of 
one of the ships. He maintains that fewer than ten bodies were found at Starvation Cove and that the 
last survivors left the cove in 1851, three years after the standard account assumes them to be dead. 
Woodman also disputes the conclusion of Owen Beattie and John Geiger's book Frozen in Time that 
lead-poisoning was a major contributing cause of the disaster.

Explorers of the American West

With original primary source documents, this anthology brings readers into the vast unknown 19th-cen-
tury American West—through the eyes of the explorers who saw it for the first time. This volume brings 
together book excerpts, maps, and illustrations from 12 explorers from the 19th century, highlighting 
their lives and contributions. Arranged chronologically, the 10 chapters focus on individual explorers, 
with biographies and background information about and document excerpts from each person. The 
chapters offer analyses of each document's relevance to the historical period, geographic knowledge, 
and cultural perspective. This guide shares the important contributions from explorers like Lewis and 
Clark, Zebulon Pike, Jedediah Smith, James P. Beckwourth, John C. Fremont, Susan Magoffin, and 
John Wesley Powell. It also nurtures readers' historical literacy by modeling historians' methods of 
analyzing primary sources. Readers will see new and familiar events from different perspectives, 
including that of a woman traveling along the Santa Fe Trail, one of the most famous African American 
mountain men, and a Civil War veteran, among many others.

The Book of Unconformities

From the author of lnsectopedia, a powerful exploration of loss, grief, endurance, and the absences that 
permeate the present. Unconformities are gaps in the geological record, physical evidence of breaks 
in time. For Hugh Raffles, these holes in history are also fissures in feeling, knowledge, memory, and 
understanding. In this endlessly inventive, riveting book, Raffles enters these gaps, drawing together 
threads of geology, history, literature, philosophy, and ethnography to trace the intimate connections 
between personal loss and world historical events, and to reveal the force of absence at the core 
of contemporary life. Through deeply researched explorations of Neolithic stone circles, Icelandic 
lava, mica from a Nazi concentration camp, petrified whale blubber in Svalbard, the marble prized by 
Manhattan's Lenape, and a huge Greenlandic meteorite that arrived in New York City along with six 
Inuit adventurers in 1897, Raffles shows how unconformities unceasingly incite human imagination and 
investigation yet refuse to conform, heal, or disappear. A journey across eons and continents, The Book 
of Unconformities is also a journey through stone: this most solid, ancient, and enigmatic of materials, 
it turns out, is as lively, capricious, willful, and indifferent as time itself.

The Vanished Northwest Passage Arctic Expedition



"In 1845, Sir John Franklin commanded two ships on an expedition to find a Northwest Passage from 
England through the Arctic and over to Asia. If successful, the route would be a faster way to get goods 
from Asia to Europe and back. But success was not in the cards for Franklin's expedition. Only recently, 
the sunken ships were discovered in the icy Arctic waters. What happened to Franklin and his men, 
and what messages did they leave behind?"--

On Savage Shores

We have long been taught to presume that modern global history began when the 'Old World' 
encountered the 'New', when Christopher Columbus 'discovered' America in 1492. But, as Caroline 
Dodds Pennock conclusively shows in this groundbreaking book, for tens of thousands of Aztecs, 
Maya, Totonacs, Inuit and others - enslaved people, diplomats, explorers, servants, traders - the reverse 
was true: they discovered Europe. For them, Europe comprised savage shores, a land of riches and 
marvels, yet perplexing for its brutal disparities of wealth and quality of life, and its baffling beliefs. The 
story of these Indigenous Americans abroad is a story of abduction, loss, cultural appropriation, and, 
as they saw it, of apocalypse - a story that has largely been absent from our collective imagination of 
the times. From the Brazilian king who met Henry VIII to the Aztecs who mocked up human sacrifice 
at the court of Charles V; from the Inuk baby who was put on show in a London pub to the mestizo 
children of Spaniards who returned 'home' with their fathers; from the Inuit who harpooned ducks 
on the Avon river to the many servants employed by Europeans of every rank: here are a people 
who were rendered exotic, demeaned, and marginalised, but whose worldviews and cultures had a 
profound impact on European civilisation. Drawing on their surviving literature and poetry and subtly 
layering European eyewitness accounts against the grain, Pennock gives us a sweeping account of 
the Indigenous American presence in, and impact on, early modern Europe.
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