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Explore the significant advancements and scholarly focus in Russian and Slavic grammar studies 
during the crucial period of 1931 to 1981. This text delves into the methodologies, key findings, and 
intellectual history of grammar research across these influential languages, offering insights into their 
linguistic evolution and the academic landscape of the mid-20th century.
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Russian and Slavic Grammar

Edna Andrews clarifies and extends the work of Roman Jakobson to develop a theory of invariants in 
language by distinguishing between general and contextual meaning in morphology and semantics. 
Markedness theory, as Jakobson conceived it, is a qualitative theory of oppositional binary relations. 
Andrews shows how markedness theory enables a linguist to precisely define the systemically giv-
en oppositions and hierarchies represented by linguistic categories. In addition, she redefines the 
relationship between Jakobsonian markedness theory and Peircean interpretants. Though primarily 
theoretical, the argument is illustrated with discussions about learning a second language, the rela-
tionship of linguistics to mathematics (particularly set theory, algebra, topology, and statistics) in their 
mutual pursuit of invariance, and issues involving grammatical gender and their implications in several 
languages.

Markedness Theory

By applying markedness to Semitic morphology in a rigorous manner, this book brings to bear a 
venerable linguistic construct on a persistent philological crux, in order to achieve deeper clarity in 
the structures and workings of Canaanite and Hebrew verbs.

Markedness in Canaanite and Hebrew Verbs

The papers in this volume reflect the renewed interest in the semantics of grammatical categories and 
the issues of invariance and variation in grammar. In particular, this collection presents the current 
understanding of invariance of grammar with respect to the synchronic and diachronic analyses of 
specific languages, and as realized in work on typology and universals.The book is divided into 
five sections: The Question of Invariance; Invariance and Grammatical Categories; Grammar and 
Discourse; Grammar and Pragmatics; Typology and Universals.
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New Vistas in Grammar

A proposal for a radical new view of case morphology, supported by a detailed investigation of some of 
the thorniest topics in Russian grammar. In this book, David Pesetsky argues that the peculiarities of 
Russian nominal phrases provide significant clues concerning the syntactic side of morphological case. 
Pesetsky argues against the traditional view that case categories such as nominative or genitive have a 
special status in the grammar of human languages. Supporting his argument with a detailed analysis of 
a complex array of morpho-syntactic phenomena in the Russian noun phrase (with brief excursions to 
other languages), he proposes instead that the case categories are just part-of-speech features copied 
as morphology from head to dependent as syntactic structure is built. Pesetsky presents a careful 
investigation of one of the thorniest topics in Russian grammar, the morpho-syntax of noun phrases 
with numerals (including those traditionally called the paucals). He argues that these bewilderingly 
complex facts can be explained if case categories are viewed simply as parts of speech, assigned as 
morphology. Pesetsky's analysis is notable for offering a new theoretical perspective on some of the 
most puzzling areas of Russian grammar, a highly original account of nominal case that significantly 
affects our understanding of an important property of language.

Russian Case Morphology and the Syntactic Categories

In the light of growing insights into the universal temporal-semantic nature of aspectual distinctions, 
today's aspectology has broadened its attention from restrictedly event-defining functions of aspect 
on the sentence level towards its primary perspectival functions on the discourse/situation level. 
Hereby it attempts to relate these functions to each other in ways that stimulate consistently language 
processing on a more solid perceptual-conceptual and pragmatic basis. Reflecting in various ways this 
general tendency. The 13 papers collected in this volume are oriented to four fields of research: (1) 
Developmental properties of aspect and tense; (2) Ideo-pragmatic and conceptual-semantic correlates 
of aspect and the perspectival organisation of discourse; (3) Aspect, case and discourse; (4) and Aspect 
in literary discourse. The editor's Introduction gives a comprehensive survey of contemporary aspec-
tology and its development towards a proper integration of discourse/situation conditions. Besides 
cross-linguistic considerations (including English), the languages analyzed specifically are Russian, 
Bulgarian, Lithuanian, French and Finnish.

Phonological Studies

A thorough rewriting to reflect advances in typology and universals in the past decade.

Verbal Aspect in Discourse

An accessible exploration of how defectiveness emerges from the implicative organization of paradigms 
and the structure of the lexicon.

Typology and Universals

Pomorska (1928-1986) a noted specialist in Slavic literature and literary theory, is best known for her 
pioneering work in applying Roman Jakobson's theories of poetics to prose narratives. This collection 
brings together her writings over two decades (some of them appearing in English for the first time). She 
treats a wide range of Slavic literary works, including those by Puskin, Tolstoi, Pasternak, Chekhov, and 
Solzhenitsyn, as well as examples from Polish and Ukrainian folklore. Annotation copyright by Book 
News, Inc., Portland, OR

Inflectional Defectiveness

During the period I have been working on this project I have received institutional support of several 
kinds, for which I am most grateful. I thank the Institute for Advanced Study at Stanford University, 
and the Spencer Foundation, for a stimulating environment in which the basic idea of this book was 
developed. The Max Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics at Nijmegen enabled me to spend several 
months working on the the manuscript. ANational Science Foundation grant to develop Discourse 
Representation theory, and a grant from The University Research Institute of the University of Texas, 
allowed me time to pursue this project. I also thank the Center for Cognitive Science at the University 
of Texas for research support. I thank Helen Aristar-Dry for reading early drafts of the manuscript, 
Östen Dahl for penetrating remarks on a preliminary version, and my collaborator Gilbert Rappaport for 
relentIess comments and questions throughout. The individuals with whom I have worked on particular 



languages are mentioned in the relevant chapters. I owe a particular debt of gratitude to the members 
of my graduate seminar on aspect in the spring of 1990: they raised many questions of importance 
which made a real difference to the working out of the theory. I have benefitted from presenting parts 
of this material publicly, including cOlloquia at the University of California at Berkeley, the University of 
California at San Diego, the University of Pennsylvania, Rice University, the University of Texas, and 
the University of Tel Aviv.

Processes of Language Contact

This Handbook is a comprehensive, authoritative, and accessible guide to the topics and theories that 
current form the front line of research into tense, aspect, and related areas.

Jakobsonian Poetics and Slavic Narrative

Battistella traces the development of markedness theory as a central part of structuralist theories 
of language. He outlines the concepts of marked and unmarked from Prague School structuralism 
to present day applications in linguistic theory and cultural analysis, using the reference point of 
English grammar and sound structure. The author focuses on the fundamental asymmetry between 
terms of linguistic relationships, in which one term is more broadly defined and hence dominant (the 
unmarked term) while the other is more narrowly defined (the marked term). In addition to examining 
language-particular markedness relations evident in the structure and history of English, Battistella 
raises questions concerning universal asymmetries as well. He discusses the status of markedness 
as a unifying concept of linguistic structure and as a principle of language change.

The Parameter of Aspect

As the first volume of a two-volume set that re-examines nouns and verbs in Chinese, this book 
proposes the verbs-as-nouns theory, corroborated by discussions of the nature and relationship 
between nouns and verbs in Chinese. Seeking to break free from the shackles of Western linguistic 
paradigms largely based on Indo-European languages and to a great extent inappropriate for Chinese, 
this two-volume study revisits the nature of nouns and verbs and relevant linguistic categories in 
Chinese to unravel the different relationships between nouns and verbs in Chinese, English, and other 
languages. It argues that Chinese nouns and verbs are related inclusively rather than in the oppositional 
pattern found in Indo-European languages, with verbs included in nouns as a subcategory. Preliminary 
to the core discussion on the verbs-as-nouns framework, the author critically engages with the issues 
of word classes and nominalization, as well as problems with the analysis of Chinese grammar due to 
the noun-verb distinction. Through linguistic comparisons, the following chapters look into noticeable 
differences between Chinese and English, the referential and predicative natures of nouns and verbs, 
the asymmetry of the two, and the referentiality of predicates in Chinese. The volume will be a must-read 
for linguists and students studying Chinese linguistics, Chinese grammar, and contrastive linguistics.

The Oxford Handbook of Tense and Aspect

Focusing on issues of case theory and comparative grammar, this study treats selected problems in 
the syntax of the Slavic languages from the perspective of Government-Binding theory. Steven Franks 
seeks to develop parametric solutions to related constructions among the various Slavic languages. 
A model of case based loosely on Jakobson's feature system is adapted to a variety of comparative 
problems in Slavic, including across-the-board constructions, quantification, secondary predication, 
null subject phenomena, and voice. Solutions considered make use of recent approaches to phrase 
structure, including the VP-internal subject hypothesis and the DP hypothesis. The book will serve 
admirably as an introduction to GB theory for Slavic linguists as well as to the range of problems posed 
by Slavic for general syntacticians.

Markedness

This book presents an investigation of language contact, focusing on Northwestern China. It breaks 
down the barrier between human sciences and natural sciences in order to reconsider the diversity of 
languages on the basis of the latest research findings from genetics, linguistics, and other domains, 
offering valuable insights into when and how the divergence of languages and genes began and 
language and gene admixture and replacement occurred. The book focuses on language evolution 
between the border of Gansu and Qinghai Province in China, but the research doesn’t neglect the 



area beyond China’s northern borders. Manchu, a dying language belonging to the Tungusic group, 
is also studied to enhance our understanding of language replacement. This work is the result of a 
four-year collaboration between teams of geneticists and linguists in France and China.

Nouns and Verbs in Chinese I

A revival of interest in morphology has occurred during recent years. The Yearbook of Morphology, 
published since 1988, has proven to be an eminent support for this upswing of morphological research, 
since it contains articles on topics which are central in the current theoretical debates which are 
frequently referred to. In the Yearbook of Morphology 2004 a number of papers is devoted to the 
topic ‘morphology and linguistic typology’. These papers were presented at the Fourth Mediterranean 
Morphology Meeting in Catania, in September 2003. Within the context of this denominator, a number 
of issues are discussed wich bear upon universals and typology. These issues include: universals and 
diachrony, sign language, syncretism, periphrasis, etc.

Parameters of Slavic Morphosyntax

This volume contains papers presented at a symposium in honor of Cornelis H. van Schooneveld and 
invited papers on the topics of invariance, markedness, distinctive feature theory and deixis. It is not a 
Festschrift in the usual sense of the word, but more of a collection of articles which represent a very 
specific way of defining and viewing language and linguistics. The specific approach presented in this 
volume has its origins and inspirations in the theoretical and methodological paradigm of European 
Structuralism in general, and the sign-oriented legacy of Ferdinand de Saussure and Charles Sanders 
Peirce and the functional and communication-oriented approach of the Prague School in particular. 
The book is divided in three sections: Theoretical and Methodological Overview: Cornelis H. van 
Schooneveld; Anatoly Liberman; Petr Sgall; Alla Bemova and Eva Hajicova; Robert Kirsner. Studies 
in Russian and Slavic Languages: Edna Andrews; Lawrence E. Feinberg; Annie Joly Sperling; Ronald 
E. Feldstein; Irina Dologova and Elena Maksimova; Stefan M. Pugh. Applications to Other Languages, 
Language Families, and Aphasia: Ellen Contini-Morava; Barbara A. Fennell; Victor A. Friedman; Robert 
Fradkin; Yishai Tobin; Mark Leikin.

Languages and Genes in Northwestern China and Adjacent Regions

Pushkin's status as Russia's national poet rests as much on the breadth of his cultural influence as 
on the intrinsic quality of his works. Pushkin's Legacy reflects in various ways the areas in which this 
influence has been felt. Part I considers some of the key factors in defining Pushkin for posterity, in 
particular the crucial role played by the critic Belinskii and the problematics of periodising Pushkin. 
Part II examines the richness of Pushkin's poetics, including the ways in which his work challenged the 
established boundaries between poetry and prose. Part III examines Russian music's debt to Pushkin 
and vice versa: Russian music's role in popularising his works. Part IV examines Pushkin's influence 
abroad via studies of his influence on Mérimée and Henry James and, on a more personal level, 
through his descendants in England. Pushkin's Legacy offers a variety of approaches to Pushkin and 
his oeuvre and to the nature of his complex impact on Russian and European culture. Pushkin's Legacy 
is the third volume devoted to Pushkin to be published in the SSLP series, under the general title Two 
Hundred Years of Pushkin. It follows volume I, Pushkin's Secret: Russian Writers Reread and Rewrite 
Pushkin, and volume II, Alexander Pushkin: Myth and Monument.

Yearbook of Morphology 2004

A unique examination of the features of language: how features vary between languages and also how 
they work.

Toward a Calculus of Meaning

This book provides a chapter-length description of each of the modern Slavonic languages and the 
attested extinct Slavonic languages. Individual chapters discuss the various alphabets that have been 
used to write Slavonic languages, in particular the Roman, Cyrillic and Glagolitic alphabets; the rela-
tionship of the Slavonic languages to other Indo-European languages; their relationship to one another 
through their common ancestor, Proto-Slavonic; and the extent to what various Slavonic languages 
have survived in emigration. Each chapter on an individual language is written according to the 
same general scheme and incorporates the following elements: an introductory section describing the 



language's social context and, appropriate, the development of the standard language; a discussion of 
the phonology of the language, including a phonemic inventory and morphophonemic alterations from 
both synchronic and diachronic perspectives; a detailed presentation of the synchronic morphology of 
the language, with notes on the major historical developments; an extensive discussion of the syntactic 
properties of the language; a discussion of vocabulary, including the relation between inherited Slavonic 
and borrowed vocabulary, with lists of basic lexical items in selected semantic fields colour terms, 
names of parts of the body and kinship terms; an outline of the main dialects, with an accompanying 
map; and a bibliography with sources in English and other languages. The book is made particularly 
accessible by the inclusion of (1) a parallel transliteration of all examples cited from Slavonic languages 
that use the Cyrillic alphabet and (2) English translations of all Slavonic language examples.

Two Hundred Years of Pushkin

The 23rd UWM Linguistics Symposium (1996) brought together linguists of opposing theoretical 
approaches — functionalists and formalists — in order to determine to what extent these approaches 
really differ from each other and to what extent the approaches complement each other. The two 
volumes of Functionalism and Formalism in Linguistics contain a careful selection of the papers 
originally presented at the symposium. Volume I includes papers discussing the two basic approaches 
to linguistics; with contributions by: Werner Abraham, Stephen R. Anderson, Joan L. Bybee, William 
Croft, Alice Davidson, Mark Durie, Ken Hale, Michael Hammond, Bruce P. Hayes, Nina Hyams, 
Howard Lasnik, Brian MacWhinney, Geoffrey S. Nathan, Daniell Nettle, Frederick J. Newmeyer, Edith 
A. Moravcsik, Doris Payne, Janet Pierrehumbert, Kathleen M. Wheatley. Volume II consists of case 
studies which draw upon the strengths of both approaches and thus help to bridge the gap between the 
two camps; with contributions by: Mira Ariel, Melissa Axelrod, Robbin Clamons, Bernard Comrie, Kees 
Hengeveld, Erika Hoff-Ginsberg, James Hurford, Lizanne Kaiser, Nicholas Kibre, Simon Kirby, Feng-hsi 
Liu, André Meinunger , Viola Miglio, Ann Mulkern, Waturu Nakamura, Maria Polinsky, Elizabeth Purnell, 
Gerald Sanders, Nancy Stenson, Maggie Tallerman, Ronnie Wilbur.

Features

This updated edition contains over 900 articles, which provide a detailed overview of theory and 
research in all branches of linguistics. Every known language is covered and each article is followed 
by a detailed bibliography.

The Slavonic Languages

This book provides a thorough investigation of the expression of sentential negation in the history of 
Greek. It draws on both quantitative data from texts dating from three major stages of vernacular Greek 
(Attic Greek, Koine, and Late Medieval Greek), and qualitative data from all stages of the language, 
from Homeric Greek to Standard Modern Greek. Katerina Chatzopoulou accounts for the contrast 
between the two complementary negators found in Greek, referred to as a NEG1 and NEG2, in terms 
of the latter's sensitivity to nonveridicality, and explains the asymmetry observed in the diachronic 
development of the Greek negator system. The volume also sets out a new interpretation of Jespersen's 
cycle, which abstracts away from the morphosyntactic and phonological properties of the phenomenon 
and proposes instead that it is best understood in semantic terms. This approach not only explains the 
patterns observed in Greek, but also those found in other languages that deviate from the traditional 
description of Jespersen's cycle.

Functionalism and Formalism in Linguistics: Case studies

Head-movement has played a central role in morpho-syntactic theory, but its nature has remained 
unclear. While it is widely accepted that the main grammatical constraint controlling head-movement 
is the Head Movement Constraint (HMC), this constraint is flouted in many of the linguistic structures 
examined in this book. More specifically, the strictures of the HMC turn out to be sometimes inactive 
for specific grammars allowing multiple head-movement to take place in particular syntactic contexts. 
In The Grammar of Multiple Head-Movement, Phil Branigan shows that multiple head-movement is far 
from rare, forming a part of the grammar in Finnish, in English, in Perenakan Javanese, in northern 
Norwegian and Swedish dialects, and generally in the Slavic and Algonquian language families. Basing 
his analysis on a new model of the grammatical parameters which control word formation in the human 
brain, Branigan shows how careful attention to the contexts in which multiple head-movement takes 
place allows new generalizations to be identified. And these, in turn, allow a new model to be formulated 



of how head-movement fits into the overall architecture of grammatical computation. Through careful 
comparative study, Branigan not only provides a better understanding of head-movement, but also 
provides new opportunities to address larger questions concerning the architecture of the grammatical 
system and the theory of linguistic parameters. A new account of how complex words are formed 
in languages as different as Russian or Innu-aimun, as well as in English, this study deepens our 
understanding of how languages vary and of the mental computational system of human grammars.

International Encyclopedia of Linguistics

New Perspectives in Role and Reference Grammar presents a broad picture of current developments 
in Role and Reference Grammar (RRG), a version of parallel structure grammar with an emphasis 
on typological adequacy. Since its inception, RRG has been applied to a wide range of languages, 
in particular to case marking, complex clauses (e.g. control, raising, and serial verb constructions), 
unaccusativity/unergativity, and the interplay between syntax and information structure. The present 
book is a continued investigation of the intermodular correspondence in a variety of languages and 
comprises 13 papers, which not only contribute to the further development of the theory, but also inves-
tigate controversial areas of linguistic theory including inflectional and derivational morphology, verbal 
semantics and argument structure (anticausative and serial verb constructions), the argument-adjunct 
distinction, an extended typology of complex clauses, the syntax-information structure interface, and 
interactions between the lexicon and constructions. In addition, three papers illustrate how RRG may 
be applied to sign languages, language acquisition, and machine translation from Arabic to English.

Negation and Nonveridicality in the History of Greek

This volume brings together recent scholarship addressing a number of significant issues in linguistic 
theory and description, including verb classification, case marking, comparative constructions, noun 
phrase structure, clause linkage and reference-tracking in discourse. These topics are discussed with 
respect to a wide range of languages, including Bamunka (Bantu), Biblical Hebrew, Japanese, Persian, 
Pitjantjatjara (Australia), Russian and Taiwan Sign Language. The theoretical perspective employed in 
these analyses is that of Role and Reference Grammar (RRG), a theory which strives to describe 
language structure and grammatical phenomena in terms of the interaction of syntax, semantics and 
discourse-pragmatics. RRG differs from other parallel-architecture, constructionally-oriented theories 
in important ways, particularly with respect to the ability to formulate cross-linguistic generalizations. 
The ability of RRG to facilitate the formulation of cross-linguistic generalizations is exemplified well 
in the contributions to this volume. As such, this text makes important theoretical and descriptive 
contributions to contemporary linguistic discussions.

The Grammar of Multiple Head-Movement

The series Handbooks of Linguistics and Communication Science is designed to illuminate a field which 
not only includes general linguistics and the study of linguistics as applied to specific languages, but 
also covers those more recent areas which have developed from the increasing body of research into 
the manifold forms of communicative action and interaction.

New Perspectives in Role and Reference Grammar

Recent years have seen a revival of interest in morphology. The Yearbook of Morphology series 
supports and enforces this upswing of morphological research and gives an overview of the current 
issues and debates at the heart of this revival. The Yearbook of Morphology 1994 focuses on prosodic 
morphology, i.e. the interaction between morphological and prosodic structure, on the semantics of 
word formation, and on a number of related issues in the realm of inflection: the structure of paradigms, 
the relation between inflection and word formation, and patterns of language change with respect to 
inflection. There is also discussion of the relevance of the notion `level ordering' for morphological 
generalizations. All theoretical and historical linguists, morphologists, and phonologists will want to 
read this book.

Challenges at the Syntax-Semantics-Pragmatics Interface

The papers in this volume can be grouped into two broad, overlapping classes: those dealing primarily 
with case and those dealing primarily with grammatical relations. With regard to case, topics include 
descriptions of the case systems of two Caucasian languages, the problems of determining how many 



cases Russian has and whether Hungarian has a case system at all, the issue of case-combining, the 
retention of the dative in Swedish dialects, and genitive objects in the languages of Europe. With regard 
to grammatical relations, topics include the order of obliques in OV and VO languages, the effects of the 
referential hierarchy on the distribution of grammatical relations, the problem of whether the passive 
requires a subject category, the relation between subjecthood and definiteness, and the issue of how 
the loss of case and aspectual systems triggers the use of compensatory mechanisms in heritage 
Russian.

Morphologie / Morphology. 1. Halbband

This volume is the first one of the revived series of "Travaux," which was the well-known international 
book series of the classical Prague Linguistic Circle, published in the years 1929-39. The tradition of the 
Circle still attracts attention in broad circles of European and American linguistics. The first volume of 
the new series is divided into five sections: 1. Introductory papers characterizing the development of the 
Prague School in the recent decades; 2. Methodological issues of structural and functional linguistics; 
3. Sentence structure; 4. Discourse patterns; 5. Theory of literature. In accordance with the tradition, 
the volume contains contributions concerning issues of principle, empirical linguistic studies, and also 
papers from the theory of literature.

Yearbook of Morphology 1994

This volume provides a fascinating perspective on the social sciences through its examination of the 
leading proponents, their ideas and careers. It includes useful suggestions for further reading. All the 
great names in the history of the subject are here – Freud, Marx, Weber, Adam Smith and so on – 
along with many less prominent but nevertheless important thinkers.

Case and Grammatical Relations

Roman Jakobson stands alone in his semiotic theory of poetic analysis which combines semiotics, 
linguistics and structuralist poetics. This groundbreaking book proposes methods for developing Jakob-
son’s theories of communication and poetic function. It provides an extensive range of examples of the 
kinds of Formalist praxis that have been neglected in recent years, developing them for the analysis of 
all poetry but, especially, the poetry of our urban future. Throughout the book the parameters of a city 
poetic genre are proposed and established; the book also develops the theory of the function of shifters 
and deixis with special reference to women as narrators. It also instantiates an experimental poetic 
praxis based on the work of one of Jakobson’s great influences, Charles Sanders Peirce. Steadfastly 
adhering to the text in itself, this volume reveals the often surprising, hitherto unconsidered structural 
and semiotic patterns within poems as a whole.

Prague Linguistic Circle Papers

Sentence Patterns in English and Hebrew offers an innovative perspective on sentential syntax, in 
which sentence patterns are introduced as constructions within the general framework of Construction 
Grammar. Drawing on naturally occurring data collected from the Internet, the study challenges the 
prevailing view of predication as the sole mechanism of sentence formation, and introduces the idea 
of patterning as a complementary, sometimes even alternative mechanism. Major sentence patterns 
of English and Hebrew are systematically presented, targeting both their form and their function. A 
contrastive analysis of the sentence patterns in these two languages results in postulating a typological 
group, in which cognitive motivations are shown to account for both similarities and differences within 
the typology. Sentence Patterns in English and Hebrew will appeal to scholars of constructional 
approaches, cognitive linguistics, typology, syntax, as well as anyone interested in English and Hebrew.

Key Thinkers, Past and Present (RLE Social Theory)

Contributions to Comparative Mythology : Studies in Linguistics and Philology, 1972-1982.

Semiotics and City Poetics

Based on data from a wide range of languages, the book discusses the ways in which case interacts 
with meaning.

Sentence Patterns in English and Hebrew



The 15 essays in this volume bring together research and theoretical viewpoints in the areas of 
psychology, linguistics, anthropology, and neuroscience, presenting a synthesis across these diverse 
domains. Throughout, authors address and debate each others arguments and theories.

Contributions to Comparative Mythology

This volume is the third one of the revived series of "Travaux," which was the well-known international 
book series of the classical Prague Linguistic Circle, published in the years 1929-39. The tradition of 
the Circle still attracts attention in broad circles of European and American linguistics.

The Semantics of Case

Language and Space
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