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veteran memories 

Embark on a profound 'merciful journey' through the 'World War II memoirs' of a brave 'WWII patrol 
boat' man. This poignant collection offers 'naval history recollections' and a deeply personal account 
of a 'wartime journey personal story', capturing the challenges and humanity amidst conflict, reflecting 
the enduring spirit of 'military veteran memories' and the profound impact of war at sea.
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A Merciful Journey

"A Merciful Journey presents an account of Hordern's life from a happy childhood growing up in Sydney 
during the Great Depression, to his years serving in the Royal Australian Navy from 1942 to 1947. 
Drawing on the letters and journals he wrote at the time, Hordern recounts his triumphs and disasters 
as a naval officer, detailing his rise from a young and callow sub-lieutenant to a lieutenant in command 
of his own ship. He recalls his hopes and fears, and, in the face of the horrors of war, reveals an 
appealing enthusiasm for new experiences and a growing love of the sea."--BOOK JACKET.

Australia 1944-45

Thoroughly researched and generously illustrated, Australia 1944-45 is the compelling final instalment 
in Peter Dean's Pacific War series.

Darwin Spitfires

The Japanese air raids on Darwin on 19 February 1942 are well known to most Australians, but 
what happened afterwards? For almost two years the airspace over north-west Australia was routinely 
infiltrated by Japanese air raids, tallying about 70 in total. The 1942–43 air raids on Darwin constituted 
the only sustained and intensive direct assault on Australian territory in the whole of World War II. Telling 
the story of the RAAF’s No. 1 Fighter Wing – composed of both Australian and British Spitfire pilots 
– Darwin Spitfires explores the little-known 1943 season of air combat over the Top End, recovering 
important aspects of Australian history. It brings the heroic exploits of the skilled pilots who did so much 
to protect Australia to the world’s attention. In this anniversary edition, Anthony Cooper offers a detailed 
and fascinating history of this unparalleled attack. ‘Absorbing and compelling, Darwin Spitfires brings 
this little-known chapter of Australian history out from the shadows. For almost two years Australia was 
routinely penetrated by over 70 Japanese air raids, all the while heroically defended by skilled Australian 
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and British pilots. Anthony Cooper tells this dramatic and important story in fascinating detail. I loved 
this book.’ – Peter FitzSimons ‘Darwin Spitfires is detailed, forensic and expert.’ – Brian Weston, Air 
Vice Marshal (ret’d), FRAES, RAAF ‘This fascinating book reclaims an important, little-known aspect 
of our war history.’ – Brisbane News ‘It is a real pleasure to read Cooper’s careful dissection of each 
dogfight, a display of unselfconscious expertise.’ – Peter Stanley, The Canberra Times ‘Detailed and 
engrossing’ – The Newcastle Herald ‘For anyone with an interest in Australian aviation and/or military 
history’ – Sunday Tasmanian

Chint Singh

CHINT SINGH: THE MAN WHO SHOULD HAVE DIED is a compelling true story of survival, resilience, 
courage, and deep sense of duty of an Indian officer during World War 2. With the fall of Singapore 
in World War 2 in 1942, approximately 2400 Indian POWs were shipped to Papua New Guinea to 
work as labourers. Many, over 2 years, lost their lives in the thick jungles and swamps due to tropical 
diseases, malnutrition, torture by Japanese forces or bombing by Allied forces. Chint Singh along other 
ten soldiers were sole survivors rescued by Australian forces. Tragically his ten mates died in plane 
crash while they were heading back home. This made Chint Singh the sole survivor of almost 2400 
Indian POWs. The most intriguing questions: • How did Chint Singh managed to survive? • What ordeals 
did he go through while in Japanese captivity? • Why was he chosen as chief witness in the war crimes 
trails in Australia against the Japanese? To find the answers read this remarkable true story of Chint 
Singh!

Dark Trophies

Many anthropological accounts of warfare in indigenous societies have described the taking of heads 
or other body parts as trophies. But almost nothing is known of the prevalence of trophy-taking of this 
sort in the armed forces of contemporary nation-states. This book is a history of this type of misconduct 
among military personnel over the past two centuries, exploring its close connections with colonialism, 
scientific collecting and concepts of race, and how it is a model for violent power relationships between 
groups.

From Strength to Strength

In 1943, a small band of inexperienced Australian and British fighter pilots fought an ongoing air battle in 
defense of north-western Australia, flying against a formidably skilled and proficient opponent. The air 
raids on Darwin during 1942-43 constituted the only sustained and intensive direct assault on Australian 
mainland territory in the whole of World War Two and yet, surprisingly, most Australians have no idea 
that it ever happened. Following the RAAFs No 1 Fighter Wing, Darwin Spitfires tells this little-known 
story, and in so doing, recovers this important aspect of Australian history.

Darwin Spitfires

Chinese Martial Code provides clear, easy-to-follow translations of three of the most respected Chinese 
works of military strategy It features a masterful translation of The Art of War of Sun Tzu—the most 
respected of all works of military strategy—as well as the less famous but equally wise The Precepts 
of War by Sima Rangju and Wu Zi On the Art of War. Additionally, A. L. Sadler's translation is converted 
here into Pinyin for the first time and the original Chinese language versions of these classic texts are 
also included, making this title a treasure to Chinese history and military scholars as well. The text is 
also copiously annotated, placing its sage advice in perspective for modern readers planning to use 
these time-tested strategies to conquer the business world.

Chinese Martial Code

'I remember seeing a flash, I turned around and heard a roar like a train approaching in a tunnel. Then 
a tremendous crack like a whiplash passed directly overhead. I saw a mushroom cloud ... There was 
black and white smoke, orange and red flames ascending through the centre of the mushroom.' RAN 
Able Seaman Vince Douglas, participant in Operation Hurricane At 8.00 a.m. on Friday 3 October 1952, 
Britain's first atomic bomb was detonated in the hold of a surplus frigate, HMS Plym, moored in the 
Montebello Islands, 50 miles off the North West Coast of Western Australia. The blast vaporised the 
Plym, produced a mushroom cloud 2 miles high, and covered the islands and parts of the Australian 
mainland with fallout. The test, codenamed Operation Hurricane, was the culmination of years of 



top-secret planning in London and Canberra and months of clandestine preparations at the site. One of 
the largest peacetime military operations in Australian history, its success shifted the balance of power 
in the Cold War and briefly rejuvenated the fading British Empire. Painstakingly pieced together from 
declassified government documents and first-person accounts by surviving participants, Operation 
Hurricane tells the story of Britain's first nuclear test from the point of view of the men on the ground: 
soldiers, sailors, airmen and civilians. It delves into the historical context of the Cold War and examines 
the controversial legacy of the atomic tests, including the impact of fallout on servicemen, Aboriginal 
peoples and the environment, and Australia's relationship with the United Kingdom.

Operation Hurricane

Melanie Wiggins interviewed seventeen men of the enlisted ranks, along with five commanders, to take 
readers into the terrifying world of underwater warfare, where every single crewman made a crucial 
difference in the fate of his boat."--BOOK JACKET.

Australian Book Review

"U-boat In New Zealand Waters is a book about the farthest U-boat patrol of World War Two, a journey 
which brought the ultra-long-range submarine U 862 to New Zealand's East Coast in January 1945. U 
862 was one of three U-boats based in the Far East chosen in Berlin for operations against merchant 
shipping off the Australian coast in 1944. After sinking the US Liberty ship Robert J. Walker south of 
Sydney on Christmas Day, 1944, U 862 headed for New Zealand waters and conducted a war patrol 
along the East Coast of the North Island. Looking for ships to sink, U 862's Commander Timm made a 
daring entry into Gisborne harbour at midnight on 15 January and the following night chased and fired 
a torpedo at a merchant ship in Hawkes Bay. These operations in New Zealand waters remained known 
only to a small number of Allied codebreakers until 1992 when the First Watch Officer of U 862, Gunther 
Reiffenstuhl made his personal diary available to the German U-boat Archive in Cuxhaven-Altenbruch. 
In 1997, the author met and interviewed Gunther Reiffenstuhl as well as the medical officer aboard 
U 862, Dr Jobst Schaefer and radio operator Gunter Nethge. The book is based mainly on the First 
Watch Officer's personal war diary and investigates in detail the war patrol of U 862 in New Zealand 
and Australian waters"--Author's summary.

American Book Publishing Record

Due to Enemy Action tells for the first time a World War II story that spans generations and straddles 
two centuries, a story that begins with the dramatic Battle of the Atlantic in the 1940s and doesn't 
conclude until an emotional Purple Heart ceremony in 2002. Based on previously classified government 
documents, military records, personal interviews, and letters between crew members and their families, 
this is the saga of the courageous survival of ordinary sailors when their ship was torpedoed and their 
shipmates were killed on April 23, 1945, and the memories that haunted them after the U.S. Navy buried 
the truth at war's end. It is the story of a small subchaser, the Eagle 56, caught in the crosshairs of a 
German U-boat, the U-853, whose brazen commander doomed his own crew in a desperate, last-ditch 
attempt to record final kills before his country's imminent defeat. And it is the account of how one man, 
Paul M. Lawton, embarked on an unrelenting quest for the truth and changed naval history. Author 
Stephen Puleo draws from extensive personal interviews with all the major players, including the three 
living survivors (and a fourth who emerged as the book went to press); a senior U.S. naval archivist 
who worked with German historians after the war to catalog U-boat movements; and the son of the 
man who commanded America's sub-tracking "Secret Room" during the war. Due to Enemy Action 
also describes the final chapter in the Battle of the Atlantic, tracing the epic struggle that began with 
shocking U-boat attacks against hundreds of defenseless merchant ships off American shores in 1942 
and ended with the sinking of the Eagle 56, the last American warship sunk by a German U-boat.

U-boat Adventures

They fondly remember the times when they buzzed over the homes of their Florida "families" to let 
them know to expect them for Sunday dinner. More than fifty years later, their stories still resonate with 
universal emotions: fear of failure, love of country, camaraderie, romantic love, and the pain of tragic 
deaths. Their stories also remind the American reader of a unique time in our history, when, poised on 
the brink of war, the United States reached out to help a country in distress."--BOOK JACKET.

U-boat in New Zealand Waters



"Tell me about the war"—these words launched a ten-year project in oral history by a husband-and-wife 
team. Howard Hoffman fought in World War II from Cassino to the Elbe as a mortar crewman and a 
forward observer. His war experiences are of intrinsic interest to readers who seek a foot soldier's 
view of those historic events. But the principal purpose of this study was to explore the bounds of 
memory, to gauge its accuracy and its stability over time, and to determine the effects of various efforts 
to enhance it. Alice Hoffman, a historian, initiated the study because she recognized the critical role of 
memory in gathering oral history; Howard Hoffman, the subject, is an experimental psychologist. Alice's 
tape-recorded interviews with her husband over a period of ten years are the basic material of the 
study, which compares the events as recounted in the first phase of the interviews with later accounts 
of the same experiences and with the written records of his company as well as the memories of fellow 
soldiers and the evidence of photographs and other documents. This engrossing story of World War 
II breaks new ground for practitioners of oral history. The Hoffmans' findings indicate that a subset of 
human memory exists that is so permanent and resistant to change that it can properly be labeled 
"archival". In addition to describing some of the circumstances under which archival memories are 
formed, the Hoffmans describe the conditions that were found to influence their storage and retrieval.

Destroyer Man

DigiCat Publishing presents to you this special edition of "A Middy's Recollections, 1853-1860" by Victor 
Alexander Montagu. DigiCat Publishing considers every written word to be a legacy of humankind. 
Every DigiCat book has been carefully reproduced for republishing in a new modern format. The books 
are available in print, as well as ebooks. DigiCat hopes you will treat this work with the acknowledgment 
and passion it deserves as a classic of world literature.

Due to Enemy Action

"Military historian and Civil Air Patrol (CAP) member Frank A. Blazich Jr. collects oral and written 
histories of the CAP's short-lived--but influential--coastal air patrol operations of World War II and 
expands it in a scholarly monograph that cements the legacy of this vital civil-military cooperative 
effort"--

Japanese Naval and Merchant Shipping Losses During World War II by All Causes

John Lort Stokes was commissioned by the British Hydrographic Office in 1837 to survey and chart 
unknown parts of the Australian coastline. He was the last Royal Navy surveyor to hold such a roving 
commission—as had Matthew Flinders and Phillip Parker King before him. The voyage lasted six years 
and his ship was H.M.S. Beagle, of Charles Darwin fame. Stokes circumnavigated Australia twice. 
In the north he discovered the Fitzroy, Albert and Flinders rivers and Port Darwin, and in the south 
charted that graveyard of sailing ships, Bass Strait. A century later, twelve of his charts were still in 
use. The occasional breathtaking foolhardiness of this earnest and conscientious man startles the 
reader, as it must have done his men. On a whim, Stokes twice risked drowning himself and others with 
him, and he made several daredevil escapes from crocodiles. The stories are gripping, and Marsden 
Hordern is a gifted and vigorous storyteller. He is ably assisted by the ship’s mate, Helpman—a chatty, 
witty chronicler. Mariners are Warned! is an engrossing biography, written with empathy by a fellow 
mariner. Winner of the Age Book of the Year; Victorian Premier’s Literary Award (A. A. Phillips Award 
for Australian Studies); Braille Book of the Year; Australian Maritime History Prize. Companion volume 
to King of the Australian Coast, another prize-winning maritime biography by the same author.

RAF Wings Over Florida

A WWII combat artist shares his recollections—and his arresting artwork—from the frontlines of the 
Italian campaign in this military memoir. Many artists have fought in wars and later recorded heroic 
scenes of great battles. Yet few artists have created their work on the frontlines as they fought alongside 
their comrades. Edward Reep, as an official combat artist in World War II, painted and sketched while 
the battles of the Italian campaign raged around him. At Monte Cassino, the earth trembled as he 
attempted to paint the historic bombing of that magnificent abbey. Later, racing into Milan with armed 
partisans on the fenders of his Jeep, he saw the bodies of Mussolini and his beautiful mistress cut 
down from the gas station where they had been hanged by their heels. That same day he witnessed 
the spectacle of a large German army force holed up in a high-rise office tower, waiting for the chance 
to surrender to the proper American brass for fear of falling into the hands of the vengeful partisans. 



Reep’s recollections of such desperate days are captured in Combat Artist, both in the text and in the 
many painfully vivid paintings and drawings that accompany it. Reep’s battlefield drawings show us, 
with unrelenting honesty, the horrors and griefs?and the bitter comedy?of battle.

Archives of Memory

Phillip Parker King has been described as the greatest of Australia’s early marine surveyors. But while 
the achievements of Cook and Flinders are widely known, this is the first telling of King’s story. Unlike 
Cook and Flinders, King was Australian-born—the son of Philip Gidley King, governor of New South 
Wales. In a series of gruelling voyages between 1817 and 1822, King charted most of the north-west 
coast of Australia from the eastern tip of Arnhem Land all the way round to Cape Leeuwin and King 
George Sound. He surveyed Macquarie Harbour in Van Diemen’s Land and the treacherous waters 
inside the Great Barrier Reef, filling gaps in the work of his famous predecessors. Marsden Hordern, a 
splendid storyteller, creates for the reader a sense of following, engrossed, in King’s wake. The hazards 
of reefs, shoals and tides are ever-present, as is delight in unfamiliar wildlife and curiosity about the 
Aboriginal people. The question left hanging is whether King might be better known today had he been 
a less capable, good and faithful servant of the Crown, and more inclined to the excess and ineptitude 
of certain other early explorers. Winner of the New South Wales Premier’s Literary Award for General 
History. Companion volume to Mariners are Warned!, another prize-winning maritime biography by the 
same author.

A Middy's Recollections, 1853-1860

Coral and Brass is the biography of General Holland McTyeire "Howlin' Mad" Smith, known as the 
"father" of modern U.S. amphibious warfare. His book is a riveting first-hand account of key battles 
fought in the Pacific between the U.S. Army and Canadian troops against the Japanese, including 
assaults on the Gilbert Islands, the Marshall Islands, the island of Saipan, Tinian in the Marianas and 
Iwo Jimo.

The Army Air Forces in World War II: Men and planes

As a 20-year-old gunboat captain and certified U.S. Navy diver in the Mekong Delta, the author was 
responsible for both the vessel and the lives of its crew. Ambushes and firefights became the norm, 
along with numerous dives—almost 300 in 18 months. Forty years after the war, he returned as 
a tourist. This journal records his contrasting impressions of the Delta—alternately disturbing and 
enlightening—as seen first from a river patrol boat, then from a luxury cruise ship.

An Honorable Place in American Air Power

Reproduction of the original.

Mariners Are Warned!

First published in 1923, this autobiography explores Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's life from his school years 
to literary success and beyond.

Case Study in Guerrilla War

In the summer of 1914 Germany’s Pacific colonies were a quiet backwater of its empire. But the shots 
of Sarajevo shattered the Pacific as well as Europe. Within weeks of the outbreak of World war I 
Western Samoa - German territory to be taken in the war - New Guinea, and the Micronesian lands, 
were occupied by Australian, New Zealand, and Japanese forces. Current historiography claims that 
World War I made little difference to the indigenous populations of the Pacific and that this change in 
colonial masters had little effect on those they ruled. The Neglected War challenges this interpretation. 
World War I and its aftermath, Hermann Hiery claims, had a tremendous effect on the Pacific Islands, 
Hiery details the policies pursued by Australia, New Zealand, and Japan, showing how each viewed 
and treated the indigenous populations. Administered by military officers with little civil oversight, the 
new colonial regimes employed the mandates they had received at the Paris Peace Conference with 
impunity. Hiery’s scrupulous review of the evidence, gathered from largely unknown primary sources, 
has uncovered a story of masquerades and coverups, negligence and duplicity, leading in some cases 
to full blown atrocities. Most of all, he tells the story of Pacific Islanders ,how they coped with the 
dramatic changes brought about by the war, and how they tried to influence its consequences. Many 



Islanders were fully aware that their political destiny was to be redefined after the war, and a few even 
saw it as an opportunity to achieve independence. This is also the story of their failure. Behind the 
evidence gathered here lie fundamental questions. How important are the differences in the nature of 
particular colonial regimes, and what effect do such differences have on indigenous peoples? How do 
indigenous peoples interpret disparities in colonial rule? This revisionist work addresses these issues 
while shedding light on a crucial time in the history of the Pacific.

A Combat Artist in World War II

This book, “Pearl Harbor to Guadalcanal: History of U. S. Marine Corps Operations in World War II, 
Volume I,” covers Marine Corps participation through the first precarious year of World War II, when 
disaster piled on disaster and there seemed no way to check Japanese aggression. Advanced bases 
and garrisons were isolated and destroyed; Guam, Wake, and the Philippines. The sneak attack on 
Pearl Harbor, “day that will live in infamy,” seriously crippled the U. S. Pacific Fleet; yet that cripple rose to 
turn the tide of the entire war at Midway. Shortly thereafter, the U. S. Marines launched on Guadalcanal 
an offensive which was destined to end only on the home islands of the Empire. The country in general, 
and the Marine Corps in particular, entered World War II in a better state of preparedness than had 
been the case in any other previous conflict. But that is a comparative term and does not merit mention 
in the same sentence with the degree of Japanese preparedness. What the Marine Corps did bring into 
the way, however, was the priceless ingredient developed during the years of pence: the amphibious 
doctrines and techniques that made possible the trans-Pacific advance – and, for that matter, the 
invasion of North Africa and the European continent. By publishing this operations history in a durable 
form, it is hoped to make the Marine Corps record permanently available for the study of military 
personnel, the edification of the general public, and the contemplation of serious scholars of military 
history.

King of the Australian Coast

DigiCat Publishing presents to you this special edition of "The Book of Buried Treasure" (Being a True 
History of the Gold, Jewels, and Plate of Pirates, Galleons, etc., which are sought for to this day) by 
Ralph Delahaye Paine. DigiCat Publishing considers every written word to be a legacy of humankind. 
Every DigiCat book has been carefully reproduced for republishing in a new modern format. The books 
are available in print, as well as ebooks. DigiCat hopes you will treat this work with the acknowledgment 
and passion it deserves as a classic of world literature.

Coral and Brass

Reprint of the account of WWII submarine operations in the Caribbean, originally published by Paria 
Pub. Co., Trinidad in 1988, with a new (one page) foreword. Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc., 
Portland, OR

Vietnam War River Patrol

In World War II, the 81st Troop Carrier Squadron dropped paratroopers onto the battlefield, often in the 
face of heavy fire. This book relates the exploits of the 81st, which mirrored the combat experience of 
World War II troop carrier units.

My Reminiscences of the Anglo-Boer War

An account of the decade-long conflict between humankind and hordes of the predatory undead is told 
from the perspective of dozens of survivors who describe in their own words the epic human battle for 
survival, in a novel that is the basis for the June 2013 film starring Brad Pitt. Reissue. Movie Tie-In.

Memories and Adventures

Frederick Douglass recounts early years of abuse, his dramatic escape to the North and eventual 
freedom, abolitionist campaigns, and his crusade for full civil rights for former slaves. It is also the only 
of Douglass's autobiographies to discuss his life during and after the Civil War, including his encounters 
with American presidents such as Lincoln, Grant, and Garfield.

The Neglected War



The full story of the role that oil played in the origins and outcome of World War II.

Pearl Harbor to Guadalcanal

Alfred von Tirpitz (1849-1930), German Grand Admiral and Admiralty State Secretary, had a very strong 
influence on naval politics and the organization and development of the imperial fleet. His aim was to 
create a sea power equally strong as the British one and to dominate the territories of the North Sea. 
He was also responsible for establishing a trading port and military base in Qingdao, China. In his 
memoirs, Tirpitz' individual biography is closely linked with German political and military history of late 
19th and early 20th century. Originally, Tirpitz wrote this book to justify his political ideas and decisions. 
Reprint of the original edition from 1919. Volume 2 of 2.

The Book of Buried Treasure

A collection of original essays from leading academics on the media during and after World War 2. 
The chapters in this volume address both contemporary and post-war uses of World War 2 - with 
contributions from television, journalism, cinema, popular music, radio and popular memory studies.

Travels in central Asia

The U-boat War in the Caribbean
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