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Explore the nuanced concept of progressive patriotism, delving into the contemporary search for 
belonging in an evolving society. This insightful piece examines how individuals reconcile their national 
identity with modern values, fostering a new understanding of what it means to be a patriot today.
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The Progressive Patriot

What does it mean to be English? What does it mean to be British? Is the cross of St George a proud 
symbol of a great tradition, or the badge of a neo-Nazi? In a world where British citizens can lay bombs 
to kill their countrymen, where religious fundamentalism is on the increase and where the BNP are 
somehow part of the democratic process, what does patriotism actually mean? Our identity can change 
depending on what company we are in. For example, someone could describe themselves British to 
one person, Scottish to another and, say, a Londoner to another, and be right every time. But problems 
arise when someone tries to tell you what you are, based on your skin tone, religion, accent, surname, 
or whatever. This book is Billy Bragg's urgent, eloquent and passionate response to the events of 7 
July 2005, when four bombs tore through a busy morning in London, killing 52 innocent people and 
injuring many more. A firm believer in toleration and diversity, he felt himself hemmed in by fascists 
on one side and religious fanatics on the other. The suicide bombers were all British-born and well 
integrated into our multicultural society. Yet they felt no compunction in murdering and maiming their 
fellow citizens. Inclusivity is important, but without a sense of belonging to accompany it, what chance 
social cohesion... But where does a sense of belonging come from? Can it be conferred by a legal 
document? Is it a matter of blood and soil? Can it be taught? Is it nature or nurture? The Progressive 
Patriot is a book we all need to read. It pulls no punches in its insights and its radical vision offers a 
positive hope for a country teetering on the brink of catastrophe.

Roots, Radicals and Rockers

SHORTLISTED FOR THE PENDERYN MUSIC BOOK PRIZERoots, Radicals & Rockers: How Skiffle 
Changed the World is the first book to explore this phenomenon in depth - a meticulously researched 
and joyous account that explains how skiffle sparked a revolution that shaped pop music as we 
have come to know it. It's a story of jazz pilgrims and blues blowers, Teddy Boys and beatnik girls, 
coffee-bar bohemians and refugees from the McCarthyite witch-hunts. Billy traces how the guitar came 
to the forefront of music in the UK and led directly to the British Invasion of the US charts in the 
1960s.Emerging from the trad-jazz clubs of the early '50s, skiffle was adopted by kids who growing up 
during the dreary, post-war rationing years. These were Britain's first teenagers, looking for a music of 
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their own in a pop culture dominated by crooners and mediated by a stuffy BBC. Lonnie Donegan hit 
the charts in 1956 with a version of 'Rock Island Line' and soon sales of guitars rocketed from 5,000 to 
250,000 a year. Like punk rock that would flourish two decades later, skiffle was a do-it-yourself music. 
All you needed were three guitar chords and you could form a group, with mates playing tea-chest bass 
and washboard as a rhythm section.

The Three Dimensions of Freedom

At a time when opinion trumps facts and truth is treated as nothing more than another perspective, free 
speech has become a battleground. While authoritarians and algorithms threaten democracy, we argue 
over who has the right to speak.To protect ourselves from encroaching tyranny, we must look beyond 
this one-dimensional notion of what it means to be free and, by reconnecting liberty to equality and 
accountability, restore the individual agency engendered by the three dimensions of freedom.

ThirdWay

Monthly current affairs magazine from a Christian perspective with a focus on politics, society, econom-
ics and culture.

Sound, Society and the Geography of Popular Music

Popular music is a cultural form much rooted in space and place. This book interprets the meaning 
of music from a spatial perspective and, in doing so it furthers our understanding of broader social 
relations and trends, including identity, attachment to place, cultural economies, social activism and 
politics. The book's editors have brought together a team of scholars to discuss the latest innovative 
thinking on music and its geographies, illustrated with a fascinating range of case studies from the 
USA, Canada, the Caribbean, Australia and Great Britain.

Sound, Society and the Geography of Popular Music

Popular music is a cultural form much rooted in space and place. This book interprets the meaning 
of music from a spatial perspective and, in doing so it furthers our understanding of broader social 
relations and trends, including identity, attachment to place, cultural economies, social activism and 
politics. The book's editors have brought together a team of scholars to discuss the latest innovative 
thinking on music and its geographies, illustrated with a fascinating range of case studies from the 
USA, Canada, the Caribbean, Australia and Great Britain.

Political Rock

Political Rock features luminary figures in rock music that have stood out not only for their performances, 
but also for their politics. The book opens with a comparative, cultural history of artists who have 
played important roles in social movements. Individual chapters are devoted to The Clash and Fugazi, 
Billy Bragg, Bob Dylan, Rage Against the Machine, Pearl Jam, Sinead O'Connor, Peter Gabriel, Ani 
DiFranco, Bruce Cockburn, Steve Earle and Kim Gordon. These artists have been chosen for their 
status as rock musicians and connections to political moments, movements, and art. The artists and 
authors show that rock retains a critical strain, continuing a tradition of rock politics that matters to fans, 
activists, and movements alike.

Re-Visioning Europe

Drawing on ethno-anthropological fieldwork, this book considers issues of identity and belonging in 
Europe from a consciously emic perspective. The book explores issues such as borders, migration, 
economic organization, heritage, and the politics and practice of developing cultural understanding.

The Idea of Englishness

Ideas of Englishness, and of the English nation, have become a matter of renewed interest in recent 
years as a result of threats to the integrity of the United Kingdom and the perceived rise of that unusual 
thing, English nationalism. Interrogating the idea of an English nation, and of how that might compare 
with other concepts of nationhood, this book enquires into the origins of English national identity, partly 
by questioning the assumption of its long-standing existence. It investigates the role of the British 
empire - the largest empire in world history - in the creation of English and British identities, and the 



results of its disappearance. Considering the ’myths of the English’ - the ideas and images that the 
English and others have constructed about their history and their sense of themselves as a people - 
the distinctiveness of English social thought (in comparison with that of other nations), the relationship 
between English and British identity and the relationship of Englishness to Europe, this wide-ranging, 
comparative and historical approach to understanding the particular nature of Englishness and English 
national identity, will appeal to scholars of sociology, cultural studies and history with interests in English 
and British national identity and debates about England’s future place in the United Kingdom.

Britishness, Popular Music, and National Identity

This book offers a major exploration of the social and cultural importance of popular music to 
contemporary celebrations of Britishness. Rather than providing a history of popular music or an 
itemization of indigenous musical qualities, it exposes the influential cultural and nationalist rhetoric 
around popular music and the dissemination of that rhetoric in various forms. Since the 1960s, popular 
music has surpassed literature to become the dominant signifier of modern British culture and identity. 
This position has been enforced in popular culture, literature, news and music media, political rhetoric -- 
and in much popular music itself, which has become increasingly self-conscious about the expectation 
that music both articulate and manifest the inherent values and identity of the modern nation. This study 
examines the implications of such practices and the various social and cultural values they construct 
and enforce. It identifies two dominant, conflicting constructions around popular music: music as the 
voice of an indigenous English ‘folk’, and music as the voice of a re-emergent British Empire. These 
constructions are not only contradictory but also exclusive, prescribing a social and musical identity for 
the nation that ignores its greater creative, national, and cultural diversity. This book is the first to offer 
a comprehensive critique of an extremely powerful discourse in England that today informs dominant 
formulations of English and British national identity, history, and culture.

Englishness

This book examines the conflicts, dilemmas and contradictions that marked Englishness as the nation 
changed from an imperial power to a postcolonial state. The chapters deal with travel writing, popular 
song, music hall and variety theatre, dances, elocution lessons, cricket and football, and national 
festivals, as well as literature and film. 'High' and 'popular' cultures are brought together in dialogue, and 
the diversity as well as the problematic nature of English identity is emphasised. The case studies are 
linked by their interests in different kinds of performances of being English, and by a particular focus 
upon the voice and the body as key sites for the struggles of modern England. The book is a lively 
contribution to current interdisciplinary debates about Englishness, national cultures and postcolonial 
identities. It is relevant to undergraduate students of literature, drama, film, politics and sociology, and 
will also appeal to a general readership.

The Handbook of Transcultural Counselling and PsychoTherapy

"With its diversity throughout including almost 40 authors from different therapeutic modalities, conti-
nents and professional fields the book indeed is both an ‘invitation and challenge’ and a means ‘to 
aid transcultural therapists in conducting their work in a sensitive and informed manner’. It brings to 
mind a colourful and well stocked market comprising two parts. The first provides nourishing food 
for practitioners such as contributions to theory, use of interpreters, training, supervision, research 
and case studies. The second offers an outstanding exploration of the impact of different cultural 
backgrounds orchestrated by the editor, whose compilation from a UK perspective might be a useful 
example for other cultural and language areas. The involved reader will be delighted to have this 
inspiring handbook to hand." Gerhard Stumm, Ph.D., psychotherapy trainer, Vienna "Therapists pride 
themselves on cherishing the uniqueness of every client. This book offers a powerful challenge for it 
plainly demonstrates that a commitment to honouring uniqueness cannot be divorced from a sensitivity 
to the cultural, racial, spiritual and ethnic differences that clients present in an increasingly multicultural 
society. Here is an impressive compendium that illuminates the many clinical, training, relational and 
supervisory issues involved together with the widest range of contributions from diverse cultures that 
I have ever encountered in one volume. Colin Lago is to be congratulated on editing an invaluable 
resource which is both stimulating and disturbing in its implications." Brian Thorne, Emeritus Professor 
of Counselling, University of East Anglia and Co-founder of The Norwich Centre This fascinating 
book examines recent critical thinking and contemporary research findings in the field of transcultural 
counselling and psychotherapy. It also explores the effects of different cultural heritages upon potential 



clients and therapists. The first part of the book reflects the curriculum, context and content of 
counselling and psychotherapy training courses, with regards to sensitivity to diversity. It covers key 
issues such as: Implications of identity development for therapeutic work Ethnic matching of clients 
and therapists Working with interpreters and bi-cultural workers Overcoming racism, discrimination 
and oppression within the counselling process An overview of current research within this field In 
the second part, the authors give personal accounts that explore the impact of cultural heritage on 
people who have moved from their countries of origin to ‘Western’ countries,, such as the UK or the 
USA. The Handbook of Transcultural Counselling and Psychotherapy will be of immense value to a 
wide range of readers, including counselling and therapy practitioners, supervisors, trainees, agency 
managers and colleagues in other therapy-related services. Contributors: Aileen Alleyne, Alison Barty, 
Anita Chakraborty, Divine Charura, Riccardo Draghi-Lorenz, Patricia Eschoe, Farkhondeh Farsimadan, 
Tiane Corso Graziottin, Delroy Hall, Fiona Hall, Addila Khan, Indu Khurana, Colin Lago, Courtland C. 
Lee, Yair Maman, Susan McGinnis, Isha Mckenzie-Mavinga, Roy Moodley, Renate Motschnig, Sheila 
Mudadi-Billings, GoEun Na, Seamus Nash, Bernie Neville, Yuko Nippoda, Ladislav Nykl, Simon du 
Plock, Judy Ryde, Antony Sigalas, Harbrinder Dhillon Stevens, Patsy Sutherland, Rachel Tribe, Andrea 
Uphoff, Valerie Watson, Tony Wright, Jin Wu and Neelam Zahid.

A Lover Sings: Selected Lyrics

Billy Bragg is one of Britain's most distinctive and accomplished songwriters, whose work has articu-
lated the passions, both personal and political, of Britain during the past five decades. A Lover Sings 
contains over seventy of his best-known lyrics, selected and annotated by the author. 'Sexuality', 'A New 
England', 'Levi Stubbs' Tears' - these are unadorned, poetic songs that skilfully interweave everyday 
observation with much broader concerns: of fairness and outrage, of generosity and love. A Lover 
Sings reveals a unique sensibility: principled and proudly of the Left, funny, forthright and tender. It is 
a remarkable collection.

PJ Harvey and Music Video Performance

PJ Harvey’s performances are premised on the core contention that she is somehow causing ’trouble’. 
Just how this trouble can be theorised within the context of the music video and what it means for 
a development of the ways we might conceptualise ’disruption’ and think about music video lies at 
the heart of this book. Abigail Gardner mixes feminist theory and critical models from film and video 
scholarship as a rich means of interrogating Harvey’s work and redefining her disruptive strategies. The 
book presents a rethinking of the masquerade that allies it to cultural memory, precipitated by Gardner’s 
claim that Harvey’s performances are conversations with the past, specifically with visualised memories 
of archetypes of femininity. Harvey’s masquerades emerge from her conversations and renegotiations 
with both national and transatlantic musical, visual and lyrical heritages. It is the first academic book to 
present analysis of Harvey’s music videos and opens up fresh avenues into exploring what is at stake 
in the video work of one of Britain’s premier singer-songwriters. It extends the discussion on music 
video to consider how to make sense of the rapidly developing digital environment in which it now sits. 
The interdisciplinary nature of the book should attract readers from a range of subject areas including 
popular music studies, cultural studies, media and communication studies, and gender studies.

Popular Music and Human Rights

Popular music has long understood that human rights, if attainable at all, involve a struggle without 
end. The right to imagine an individual will, the right to some form of self-determination and the right to 
self-legislation have long been at the forefront of popular music's approach to human rights. At a time 
of such uncertainty and confusion, with human rights currently being violated all over the world, a new 
and sustained examination of cultural responses to such issues is warranted. In this respect music, 
which is always produced in a social context, is an extremely useful medium; in its immediacy music 
has a potency of expression whose reach is long and wide. This two-volume set comprises Volume I: 
British and American Music, and Volume II: World Music.

Englishness

This book presents a strong and original argument about English nationalism and the ways in which it 
is currently transforming British politics.

Popular Music and Human Rights: British and American music



Popular music has long understood that human rights, if attainable at all, involve a struggle without 
end. The right to imagine an individual will, the right to some form of self-determination and the right to 
self-legislation have long been at the forefront of popular music's approach to human rights. At a time 
of such uncertainty and confusion, with human rights currently being violated all over the world, a new 
and sustained examination of cultural responses to such issues is warranted. In this respect music, 
which is always produced in a social context, is an extremely useful medium; in its immediacy music 
has a potency of expression whose reach is long and wide. Contributors to this significant volume cover 
artists and topics such as Billy Bragg, punk, Fun-da-Mental, Willie King and the Liberators, Hedwig and 
the Angry Inch, the Anti-Death penalty movement, benefit concerts, benefit albums, Gil Scott-Heron, 
Bruce Springsteen, Wounded Knee and Native American political resistance, Tori Amos, Joni Mitchell, 
as well as human rights in relation to feminism. A second volume covers World Music.

The Encyclopedia of Popular Music

This text presents a comprehensive and up-to-date reference work on popular music, from the early 
20th century to the present day.

The New Cultures of Food

Food is an extraordinary expression of culture; the assortment of flavours, smells, colours and appear-
ance match the diversity of the cultures from which they come and provide very visible evidence of 
the migration of populations and of the growing multiculturalism of many countries. Adam Lindgreen 
and Martin K. Hingley draw on research into European, Latin American and (Near and Far) Eastern 
markets to provide a comprehensive collection of original, cutting-edge research on the opportunities 
that the changing landscapes of ethnic, religious and cultural populations present for businesses and 
marketers. The New Cultures of Food uses the perspective of food culture to explore the role of food as 
a social agent and attitudes to new foodstuffs amongst indigenous populations and to indigenous food 
amongst immigrant communities. Opportunities and routes to market for exploiting growing demand for 
ethnic food are also investigated. This is an important book for food and consumer businesses, policy 
makers and researchers seeking to understand changing global markets and the significance of food 
as an indicator of social and religious attitude, diet and ethnic identity.

Radicalizing Learning

Radicalizing Learning calls for a total rethinking of what the field of adult education stands for and how 
adult educators should assess their effectiveness. Arguing that major changes in society are needed 
to create a more just world, the authors set out to show how educators can help learners envision 
and enact this radical transformation. Specifically, the book explores the areas of adult learning, 
training, teaching, facilitation, program development, and research. Each chapter provides a guide to 
the different paradigms and perspectives that prevail across the field of theory and practice. The authors 
then tie all of the themes into how adult learning for participatory democracy works in a diverse society.

Music and Politics

It is common to hear talk of how music can inspire crowds, move individuals and mobilise movements. 
We know too of how governments can live in fear of its effects, censor its sounds and imprison its 
creators. At the same time, there are other governments that use music for propaganda or for torture. 
All of these examples speak to the idea of music's political importance. But while we may share these 
assumptions about music's power, we rarely stop to analyse what it is about organised sound - about 
notes and rhythms - that has the effects attributed to it. This is the first book to examine systematically 
music's political power. It shows how music has been at the heart of accounts of political order, at how 
musicians from Bono to Lily Allen have claimed to speak for peoples and political causes. It looks too 
at the emergence of music as an object of public policy, whether in the classroom or in the copyright 
courts, whether as focus of national pride or employment opportunities. The book brings together a 
vast array of ideas about music's political significance (from Aristotle to Rousseau, from Adorno to 
Deleuze) and new empirical data to tell a story of the extraordinary potency of music across time and 
space. At the heart of the book lies the argument that music and politics are inseparably linked, and 
that each animates the other.

An Inclusive Environment



People can be excluded from freedom and the good things in life by age, disability, poverty, unfair 
discrimination, crime or the fear of crime, and arrogant and unresponsive governments. This practical 
reference deals with all of these factors, and shows the links between them. In addition to several 
hundred shorter notes it includes over a thousand major entries, each of which comprises: a summary 
of relevant facts, incisive commentary to help readers cut through the fog of jargon and propaganda 
that confuses many of these issues and websites where the latest information may be found. It 
concludes with a detailed bibliography of around 500 useful references. The work will be found 
useful by professionals and managers in all walks of life; by central and local government officials 
and representatives, and by students in the social sciences. It devotes particular attention to the 
all-important Disability Discrimination Act, and numerous detailed entries, accompanied in many cases 
by elegant diagrams, suggest to architects and other designers, facilities managers, and personnel 
managers how the requirements of the Act may be met.

Narrating Media History

Based on the work of media historian, James Curran, Narrating Media History explores British media 
history as a series of competing narratives. This unique and timely collection brings together leading 
international media history scholars, not only to identify and contrast the various interrelationships 
between media histories, but also to encourage dialogue between different historical, political, and 
theoretical perspectives including: liberalism, feminism, populism, nationalism, libertarianism, radi-
calism and technological determinism. Essays by distinguished academics cover television, radio, 
newspaper press and advertising (among others) and illustrate the particularities, affinities, strengths 
and weaknesses within media history. Each section includes a brief introduction by the editor, with 
discussion topics and suggestions for further reading, making this an invaluable guide for students of 
media history.

Racism and Ethnicity

Racism and Ethnicity: Global Debates, Dilemmas, Directions examines in detail the theories, histories 
and principal debates of race, racism and ethnicity within a global context. The text offers critical 
evaluation of the work of major figures from Du Bois to Goldberg, and presents new research on 
pre-modern racisms, contemporary scientific racisms, racist violence, racism reduction, ethnicity in the 
UK and European patterns of exclusion and discrimination. Richly illustrated throughout with examples 
and case studies drawn from across the world and time, the book also offers a range of in-text features 
to aid study, including: chapter summaries, key concept boxes, chapter activities and further reading. 
Racism and Ethnicity: Global Debates, Dilemmas, Directions will be core reading for students at all 
levels across the social sciences and the humanities ranging from history and cultural studies through 
sociology to political and policy analysis. It will also be of significant interest to researchers and policy 
makers in a range of fields.

Conscience and Critic

Health beyond the absence of illness

Anticapitalism and Culture

What does 'anticapitalism' really mean for the politics and culture of the twenty-first century? Anti-
capitalism is an idea which, despite going global, remains rooted in the local, persisting as a loose 
collection of grassroots movements and actions. Anticapitalism needs to develop a coherent and 
cohering philosophy, something which cultural theory and the intellectual legacy of the New Left can 
help to provide, notably through the work of key radical thinkers, such as Ernesto Laclau, Stuart Hall, 
Antonio Negri, Gilles Deleuze and Judith Butler. Anticapitalism and Culture argues that there is a strong 
relationship between the radical tradition of cultural studies and the new political movements which try 
to resist corporate globalization. Indeed, the two need each other: whilst theory can shape and direct the 
huge diversity of anticapitalist activism, the energy and sheer political engagement of the anticapitalist 
movement can breathe new life into cultural studies. A PDF version of this book is available for free in 
open access via the OAPEN Library platform, www.oapen.org

Civil Liberties and Human Rights in Twentieth-Century Britain



The first comprehensive account of civil liberties activism throughout twentieth-century Britain, focusing 
primarily on the National Council for Civil Liberties.

On the Sacred

Progressive, modern societies hold the promise of the triumph of reason and the banishing of primitive, 
religious impulses to a bygone age. If this statement is orthodoxy to much of Western liberal thought, 
then Gordon Lynch's On the Sacred is heresy. Challenging the myth of the idealized rational society, 
Lynch argues that emotionally-charged forms of the sacred remain an inevitable foundation of social 
life. Modernity has not rid us of the sacred, but merely presented us with new sacred forms focused 
around humanity, nature and the nation. Drawing on examples from the changing status of the British 
monarchy, the growing influence of humanitarian NGOs and moral justifications for the invasion of Iraq, 
On the Sacred presents a compelling account of what the sacred is and why it still matters for us today. 
By the end of the book, Lynch calls us to a new understanding of our moments of deep moral certainty, 
challenging us to think about the harm we do in the name of what we call sacred.

Legacies of Ewan MacColl

Ewan MacColl is widely recognized as a key figure in the English folk revival, who tried to convey 
traditional music to a mass audience. Dominant in the movement during the 1950s and much of the 
1960s, his position has come under attack in more recent years from some scholars. While it would 
be arrogant to claim to 'set the record straight', this book will contribute significantly to the debate 
surrounding MacColl's importance. MacColl gave two extended interviews with co-editor Giovanni 
Vacca in 1987 and 1988, not long before his death, and these provide the impetus for a re-examination 
of his methods, his politics and his aesthetic aims. The book also provides critical overviews of 
MacColl's activities in the revival and of his practices, particularly as writer and singer. The time is 
ripe for such a contribution, following Peter Cox's study of the Radio Ballads, and in the context of 
biographies by Joan Littlewood and Frankie Armstrong. The contributions locate MacColl in his own 
historical context, attempting to understand some of the characteristic techniques through which he 
was able to write and sing such extraordinary songs, which capture so well for others the detail and 
flavour of their lives. Great emphasis is placed on the importance of seeing MacColl as not only a British, 
but a European folk activist, through discussion of his hitherto barely known work in Italy, enabling 
a re-contextualization of his work within a broader European context. The interviews themselves are 
fluent and fascinating narrations in which MacColl discusses his life, music, and experiences in the 
theatre and in the folk music revival as well as with a series of issues concerning folk music, politics, 
history, language, art and other theoretical issues, offering a complete description of all the repertories 
of the British Isles. Peggy Seeger contributes a Foreword to the collection.

Disco, Punk, New Wave, Heavy Metal, and More

Although rock music continued to dominate the music scene, the sounds of the 1970s and ‘80s differed 
greatly from the music of the preceding decades, reflecting newer social realities. The aggressive 
sounds of punk music began to appeal to youth, while disco reached across cultures and brought 
diverse crowds together in dance clubs. New Wave had a playful, chill feel, while the electronic 
guitar-laden sounds heavy metal were anything but. Readers examine the various styles of music that 
defined the 1970s and ‘80s, profiling the artists who captured the spirit of rapid social and cultural 
change.

Britpop and the English Music Tradition

Britpop and the English Music Tradition is the first study devoted exclusively to the Britpop phenomenon 
and its contexts. The genre of Britpop, with its assertion of Englishness, evolved at the same time 
that devolution was striking deep into the hegemonic claims of English culture to represent Britain. 
It is usually argued that Britpop, with its strident declarations of Englishness, was a response to 
the dominance of grunge. The contributors in this volume take a different point of view: that Britpop 
celebrated Englishness at a time when British culture, with its English hegemonic core, was being 
challenged and dismantled. It is now timely to look back on Britpop as a cultural phenomenon of 
the 1990s that can be set into the political context of its time, and into the cultural context of the 
last fifty years - a time of fundamental revision of what it means to be British and English. The 
book examines issues such as the historical antecedents of Britpop, the subjectivities governing the 
performative conventions of Britpop, the cultural context within which Britpop unfolded, and its influence 



on the post-Britpop music scene in the UK. While Britpop is central to the volume, discussion of this 
phenomenon is used as an opportunity to examine the particularities of English popular music since 
the turn of the twentieth century.

Rockin’ the Borders

Rock music challenges hegemonic orders based on class, gender, nation, ethnicity/race or generation. 
This volume investigates how rock has played an integral part in the formation of identities and life-styles 
since the 1950’s. Rock music is used as a wide concept, including different genres, e.g. rock ‘n’ roll, 
pop, punk, hip hop and blues. Unlike most other books on rock music, this volume focuses on how 
rock music becomes a part of everyday life and the formation of identities in a variety of European 
states such as England, Finland, Sweden and Wales, the USA, and also states that used to be on 
the other side of the Iron Curtain—such as GDR and Czechoslovakia. Thus, it includes a comparative 
perspective based on temporal as well as spatial aspects that further deepen the understanding of how 
rock music and society are intertwined. Rockin’ the Borders is an interdisciplinary volume; the authors 
represent a variety of backgrounds: History, Ethnology, Folklore, Sociology and Sociology of Music, 
thus presenting us with an interesting mix of theoretical perspectives and methods.

Literature of an Independent England

Some of the most incisive writers on the subject rethink the relationship between Britain, England 
and English literary culture. It is premised on the importance of devolution, the uncertainty of the 
British union, the place of English Literature within the union, and the need for England to become 
a self-determining literary nation.

Tolkien in the Twenty-First Century

An original and thought-provoking reassessment of J. R. R. Tolkien’s world, revealing how his visionary 
creation of Middle-Earth is more relevant now than ever before. What is it about Middle-Earth and 
its inhabitants that has captured the imagination of millions of people around the world? And why 
does Tolkien's visionary creation continue to fascinate and inspire us eighty-five years after its first 
publication? Beginning with Tolkien's earliest influence—and drawing on key moments from his life, 
Tolkien in the Twenty-First Century is an engaging and vibrant reinterpretation of the beloved author's 
work. Not only does it trace the genesis and inspiration for the original books, but the narrative 
also explores the later film and literary adaptations that have cemented his reputation as a cultural 
phenomenon. Delving deep into topics such as friendship, failure, the environment, diversity, and 
Tolkien's place in a post-Covid age, Nick Groom takes us on an unexpected journey through Tolkien's 
world, revealing how it is more relevant now than perhaps Tolkien himself ever envisioned.

Knight Prisoner

In 1934, these were the lines which made the Librarian of Winchester College realize that he had 
discovered a hitherto unknown version of Sir Thomas Malorys Le Morte dArthur, a work known to all 
previous readers only through Caxtons 1485 edition. For it was known that Thomas Malory of Newbold 
Revel had been imprisoned on numerous occasions ...

The Lyre of Orpheus

Christopher Partridge's The Lyre of Orpheus is the first general introduction to the subject of religion 
and popular music. His aim in this book is to introduce a range of theoretical and methodological 
perspectives to be used in the study of religion and popular music and popular music subcultures.

English National Identity and Football Fan Culture

In recent years, scholars have understood the increasing use of the St George’s Cross by football 
fans to be evidence of a rise in a specifically ’English’ identity. This has emerged as part of a wider 
’national’ response to broader political processes such as devolution and European integration which 
have fragmented identities within the UK. Using the controversial figurational sociological approach 
advocated by the twentieth-century theorist Norbert Elias, this book challenges such a view, drawing 
on ethnographic research amongst fans to explore the precise nature of the relationship between 
contemporary English national identity and football fan culture. Examining football fans’ expressions 
of Englishness in public houses and online spaces, the author discusses the effects of globalization, 



European integration and UK devolution on English society, revealing that the use of the St George’s 
Cross does not signal the emergence of a specifically ’English’ national consciousness, but in fact 
masks a more complex, multi-layered process of national identity construction. A detailed and grounded 
study of identity, nationalism and globalization amongst football fans, English National Identity and 
Football Fan Culture will appeal to scholars and students of politics, sociology and anthropology with 
interests in ethnography, the sociology of sport, fan cultures, globalization and contemporary national 
identities.

The Ethnicity of Neurons : Nationalism a Self-Esteem of Fools

Nationalism is nothing less than a psychological self destruction. When one goes beyond the need of 
identity, a strong sense of security and wellbeing often demonstrates in confidence and self control 
resulting in showing empathy and trust in others. Trust and empathy unite our societies, while fear, low 
self esteem, anxiety and primitivism as well as an illusion of control results in new nations, new religions, 
new states and countries, rarely without bloody wars and human suffering. To conclude, nationalism is 
nothing more than a self esteem of fools, a very dangerous cognitive or psychological error created by 
our faulty thinking patterns. So far it caused nothing more than horrible, irreversable and devastating 
damage to human race. Einstein was wrong when he sad that nationalism is just an infantile disease, in 
my eyes, nationalism is not only an illusion with no future, it is the cancer to human race. I am shocked 
by the fact that every second two people die from war conflict around the globe, while cancer takes a 
life every 14 seconds. Nationalism is constantly promoted and on the rise, even 28 times more deadlier 
than cancer. As a rational human being I felt the urge to write this book which will hopefully create an 
impact on the humanity and save lives of many. As mentioned earlier in my previous books, fight against 
the nature is the mission impossible, however, we all must give our best in that regard. In Hemingway’s 
novel, The old man and sea, an old fisherman Santiago didn’t give up fighting the nature and I think 
we should all follow his steps at all costs.

Britishness

Distinguished contributors from a range of disciplines explore the question of Britishness – past, 
present and future. A lively and authoritative discussion of an important, timely and contemporary 
issue Investigates how devolution has brought a new focus on the future of Britain and the nature of 
Britishness Discusses the challenge of a more diverse society, with the search for a basis of social 
cohesion and solidarity Examines Gordon Brown's Britishness project, with its aim of producing a 
statement of British values

Billy Bragg

'Love me or hate me. It's a great read’ - Billy Bragg He was a punk. He was a soldier. He was a flag-waver 
for the Labour Party and the miners. He is Billy Bragg, passionate protest folk singer and tireless 
promoter of political and humanitarian causes around the world. His life encapsulates so much about 
his generation: born in the late ’50s, passions forged by punk, politics shaped by Thatcherism, career 
inspired by engagement, hope provided by the end of the Cold War and ideology galvanised by what 
he sees as a ‘post-ideological’ twenty-first century. He adapts to survive: serious about compassion 
and accountability, he likes a laugh too, and has never forgotten where he comes from. Still Suitable 
for Miners is the official Billy Bragg story, tracing his life, family and career at close range from Barking 
to the present day. This 20th anniversary edition has been updated to include the rise of Corbyn, the 
unfolding of Brexit, Billy’s reclamation of skiffle and his overtures into Americana.
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