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This insightful piece offers centenary reflections on Mark Twain's enigmatic work, 'No. 44, The Mys-
terious Stranger.' Delving into the enduring themes and literary significance of one of Twain's most 
profound and philosophical tales, it explores its impact a century after its creation.
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Centenary Reflections on Mark Twain's No. 44, the Mysterious Stranger

In this first book on No. 44 in thirty years, thirteen especially commissioned essays by some of today's 
most accomplished Twain scholars cover an array of topics, from domesticity and transnationalism 
to race and religion, and reflect a variety of scholarly and theoretical approaches to the work. This 
far-reaching collection considers the status of No. 44 within Twain's oeuvre as they offer cogent 
insights into such broad topics as cross-culturalism, pain and redemption, philosophical paradox, 
and comparative studies of the "Mysterious Stranger" manuscripts. All of these essays attest to the 
importance of this late work in Twain's canon, whether considering how Twain's efforts at truth-telling 
are premeditated and shaped by his own experiences, tracing the biblical and religious influences that 
resonate in No. 44, or exploring the text's psychological dimensions. Several address its importance as 
a culminating work in which Twain's seemingly disjointed story lines coalesce in meaningful, albeit not 
always satisfactory, ways. An afterword by Alan Gribben traces the critical history of the "Mysterious 
Stranger" manuscripts and the contributions of previous critics. A wide-ranging critical introduction 
and a comprehensive bibliography on the last century of scholarship bracket the contributions. Close 
inspection of this multidimensional novel shows how Twain evolved as a self-conscious thinker and 
humorist--and that he was a more conscious artist throughout his career than has been previously 
thought. Centenary Reflections deepens our understanding of one of Twain's most misunderstood texts, 
confirming that the author of No. 44 was a pursuer of an elusive truth that was often as mysterious a 
stranger as Twain himself.

No. 44, The Mysterious Stranger

Originally published: Berkeley, Calif; London: University of California Press, 1969.
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No. 44, The Mysterious Stranger

This is the only authoritative text of this late novel. It reproduces the manuscript which Mark Twain wrote 
last, and the only one he finished or called the "The Mysterious Stranger." Albert Bigelow Paine's edition 
of the same name has been shown to be a textual fraud.

The Mysterious Stranger

The Mysterious Stranger is the final novel attempted by the American author Mark Twain. He worked 
on it periodically from 1897 through 1908. The body of work is a serious social commentary by Twain 
addressing his ideas of the Moral Sense and the damned human race This version includes new 
illustrations.

Heretical Fictions

Challenging the prevailing belief that Mark Twain’s position on religion hovered somewhere between 
skepticism and outright heresy, Lawrence Berkove and Joseph Csicsila marshal biographical details of 
Twain’s life alongside close readings of his work to explore the religious faith of America’s most beloved 
writer and humorist. They conclude not only that religion was an important factor in Twain’s life but also 
that the popular conception of Twain as agnostic, atheist, or apostate is simply wrong. Heretical Fictions 
is the first full-length study to assess the importance of Twain’s heretical Calvinism as the foundation 
of his major works, bringing to light important thematic ties that connect the author’s early work to 
his high period and from there to his late work. Berkove and Csicsila set forth the main elements of 
Twain’s “countertheological” interpretation of Calvinism and analyze in detail the way it shapes five 
of his major books—Roughing It, The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, A 
Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court, and No. 44, The Mysterious Stranger—as well as some of 
his major short stories. The result is a ground-breaking and unconventional portrait of a seminal figure 
in American letters.

Mark Twain and Male Friendship

This book explores male friendship in America in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries 
through Mark Twain and the relationships he had with William Dean Howells, Joseph Twichell, and 
Henry H. Rogers.

Mark Twain and Money

Explores the importance of economics and prosperity throughout Samuel Clemens's writing and 
personal life

Mark Twain Under Fire

Tracks the genesis and evolution of Twain's reputation as a writer, revealing how and why the writer 
has been under fire since the advent of his career.

Mark Twain, the World, and Me

"Winner of the Elizabeth Agee Prize in American literary studies Susan K. Harris retraced the journey 
of the literary icon as he made his way around the British Empire on his infamous 1895-1896 lecture 
tour. Part biography, part literary criticism, and part travel memoir, Harris' study offers a unique take 
on one of America's most widely studied writers while attempting to situate Mark Twain's social 
commentary within a contemporary worldview. As Harris makes her way through Australia, India, and 
South Africa-seeing for herself the people and places Twain experienced-she also undertakes a journey 
of self-exploration and what her relationship with Mark Twain means. After his disastrous investment in 
the Paige Compositor typesetting machine, Mark Twain found himself bankrupt. Determined to repay 
his debts, he undertook a thirteen-month lecture tour around the British Empire-visiting Fiji, Australia, 
New Zealand, India, Mauritius, and South Africa. After the tour, Twain published Following the Equator, 
a travelogue in which he recorded his observations and social commentary on the places he visited. 
Although Twain was generally known to criticize racism, bigotry, and imperialism, his financial situation 
meant he was willing to write to his audience's expectations in order to sell more books. This lead to 
the imbuement of Following the Equator with the racial and cultural biases of the era. Following the 
Equator went on to be a success, virtually propelling him out of debt, but now contemporary scholars 



and readers are left to make sense of Twain's often inconsistent observations, to figure out how to 
situate Twain's legacy in a new era. 'Mark Twain, the World, and Me' aims to do just that. More than 100 
years after Twain's journey, Susan K. Harris follows him through Australia, India, and South America, 
tracing the themes and issues present in Following the Equator, addressing them head on, and using 
them as an occasion for comparing his era to our own. Her account covers a variety of topics, such 
as the conundrum that Hinduism presented to Protestant Americans of the 19th century, the clash of 
civilizations between Australian Aborigines and white settlers, the environmental devastation brought 
on by settler eradication policies, and more"--

Pain and the Aesthetics of US Literary Realism

The postbellum period saw many privileged Americans pursuing a civilized ideal premised on insulation 
from pain. Medico-scientific advances in anesthetics and analgesics and emergent religious sects like 
Christian Science made pain avoidance seem newly possible. The upper classes could increasingly 
afford to distance themselves from the suffering they claimed to feel more exquisitely than did their 
supposedly less refined contemporaries and antecedents. The five US literary realists examined in this 
study resisted this contemporary revulsion from pain without going so far as to join those who celebrated 
suffering for its invigorating effects. William Dean Howells, Henry James, Edith Wharton, Mark Twain, 
and Charles Chesnutt embraced the concept of a heightened sensitivity to pain as a consequence of 
the civilizing process but departed from their peers by delineating alternative definitions of a superior 
sensibility indebted to suffering. Although the treatment of pain in other influential nineteenth century 
literary modes including sentimentalism and naturalism has attracted ample scholarly attention, this 
book offers the first sustained analysis of pain's importance to US literary realism as practiced by five 
of its most influential proponents.

A Companion to American Gothic

A Companion to American Gothic features a collection of original essays that explore America’s gothic 
literary tradition. The largest collection of essays in the field of American Gothic Contributions from a 
wide variety of scholars from around the world The most complete coverage of theory, major authors, 
popular culture and non-print media available

Huck Finn's America

"A groundbreaking and controversial re-examination of our most beloved classic, Huckleberry Finn, 
proving that for more than 100 years we have misunderstood Twain's message on race and child-
hood--and the uncomfortable truths it still holds for modern America"--Provided by publisher.

The Mysterious Stranger

Mark Twain (1835-1910) was an American humorist, satirist, social critic, lecturer and novelist. He is 
mostly remembered for his classic novels The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn and The Adventures of 
Tom Sawyer.

The Mysterious Stranger (1916)

The Mysterious Stranger is a novel attempted by the American author Mark Twain. He worked on 
it intermittently from 1897 through 1908. Twain wrote multiple versions of the story; each involves 
a supernatural character called "Satan" or "No. 44". All the versions remained unfinished (with the 
debatable exception of the last one, No. 44, the Mysterious Stranger).Samuel Langhorne Clemens 
(November 30, 1835 - April 21, 1910), known by his pen name Mark Twain, was an American writer, 
humorist, entrepreneur, publisher, and lecturer. He was lauded as the "greatest humorist this country 
has produced\

The Mysterious Stranger and Other Stories

Nine tales showcase Twain's wit as he skewers greed and hypocrisy—and makes a memorable, 
tormenting statement on evil.

Mark Twain's Mysterious Stranger



Compares and contrasts the three "Mysterious Stranger" manuscripts by Mark Twain: "The Chronicle 
of Young Satan\

The Mysterious Stranger Mark Twain

It was in 1590--winter. Austria was far away from the world, and asleep; it was still the Middle Ages in 
Austria, and promised to remain so forever. Some even set it away back centuries upon centuries and 
said that by the mental and spiritual clock it was still the Age of Belief in Austria. But they meant it as 
a compliment, not a slur, and it was so taken, and we were all proud of it. I remember it well, although 
I was only a boy; and I remember, too, the pleasure it gave me.

The Mysterious Stranger, and Other Stories (Annotated and Illustrated)

*This Book is annotated (it contains a detailed biography of the author). *An active Table of Contents 
has been added by the publisher for a better customer experience. *This book has been checked and 
corrected for spelling errors. The Mysterious Stranger is the novel attempted by the American author 
Mark Twain. He worked on it intermittently from 1897 through 1908. Twain wrote multiple versions of 
the story; each involves a supernatural character called "Satan" or "No. 44". All the versions remained 
unfinished (with the debatable exception of the last one, No. 44, the Mysterious Stranger).ContentsThe 
Mysterious Stranger -- A Fable -- Hunting the Deceitful Turkey -- The McWilliamses and the Burglar 
Alarm.

The Mysterious Stranger and Other Stories Mark Twain

The Mysterious Stranger is the novel attempted by the American author Mark Twain. He worked on 
it intermittently from 1897 through 1908. Twain wrote multiple versions of the story; each involves 
a supernatural character called "Satan" or "No. 44". All the versions remained unfinished (with the 
debatable exception of the last one, No. 44, the Mysterious Stranger).

The Mysterious Stranger, and Other Stories (Esprios Classics)

The Mysterious Stranger is a novel attempted by the American author Mark Twain. He worked on 
it intermittently from 1897 through 1908. Twain wrote multiple versions of the story; each involves 
a supernatural character called "Satan" or "No. 44". All the versions remained unfinished (with the 
debatable exception of the last one, No. 44, the Mysterious Stranger). In 1590, three boys, Theodor, 
Seppi, and Nikolaus, live relatively happy simple lives in a remote Austrian village called Eseldorf 
(German for "Assville" or "Donkeytown"). The story is narrated by Theodor, the village organist's son. 
Other local characters include Father Peter, his niece Marget, and the astrologer.

The mysterious stranger

One of the greatest American authors, Mark Twain holds a special position not only as a distinctly 
American cultural icon but also as a preeminent portrayer of youth. His famous writings about children 
and youthful themes are central to both his work and his popularity. The distinguished contributors to 
Mark Twain and Youth make Twain even more accessible to modern readers by fully exploring youth 
themes in both his life and his extensive writings. The volume's twenty-six original essays offer new 
perspectives on such important subjects as Twain's boyhood; his relationships with his siblings and his 
own children; his attitudes toward aging, gender roles, and slavery; the marketing, reception, teaching, 
and adaptation of his works; and youth themes in his individual novels--Adventures of Huckleberry 
Finn, The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, The Prince and the Pauper, Pudd'nhead Wilson, and Joan of 
Arc. The book also includes a revealing foreword by actor Hal Holbrook, who has performed longer as 
“Mark Twain” than Samuel Clemens himself did.

Mark Twain and Youth

The Mysterious Stranger is a novel attempted by the American author Mark Twain. He worked on 
it intermittently from 1897 through 1908. Twain wrote multiple versions of the story; each involves 
a supernatural character called "Satan" or "No. 44". All the versions remained unfinished (with the 
debatable exception of the last one, No. 44, the Mysterious Stranger).

The Mysterious Stranger and Other Stories (Annotated);(Editor's Choice)



The Mysterious Stranger is a novel attempted by the American author Mark Twain. He worked on 
it intermittently from 1897 through 1908. Twain wrote multiple versions of the story; each involves 
a supernatural character called "Satan" or "No. 44". All the versions remained unfinished (with the 
debatable exception of the last one, No. 44, the Mysterious Stranger).

The British National Bibliography

Pirates and Devils, edited by Nicholas G. Meriwether and David W. Newton, presents two of the 
most significant unfinished works by William Gilmore Simms, a prominent public intellectual of the 
antebellum South and one of the most prolific literary writers of the nineteenth century. These two 
incomplete works—the pirate romance, “The Brothers of the Coast,” and the folk fable, “Sir Will O’ 
Wisp”—are representative of the some of the last major primary texts of Simms’s expansive career. 
Recent scholarship about Simms, including William Gilmore Simms’s Unfinished Civil War, reasserts 
the significance of Simms’s postwar writing and makes this volume’s contribution timely. Left unfinished 
at his death, these two substantial fragments represent the last of the major primary texts from the 
final phase of Simms’s life to be published. Together, the texts provide greater insight into Simms’s 
creative process, but more importantly, they show Simms continuing to wrestle with the issues he 
faced in the aftermath of the Civil War, and they document the creativity and courage that commitment 
represented—and required. The publication of these fragments makes possible a complete picture of 
this last phase of Simms’s life, as he struggled with the consequences of a conflict that had become 
the defining event of his life, career, and region.

No. 44, the Mysterious Stranger

Yes, Austria was far from the world, and asleep, and our village was in the middle of that sleep, being in 
the middle of Austria. It drowsed in peace in the deep privacy of a hilly and woodsy solitude where news 
from the world hardly ever came to disturb its dreams, and was infinitely content. At its front flowed the 
tranquil river, its surface painted with cloud-forms and the reflections of drifting arks and stone-boats; 
behind it rose the woody steeps to the base of the lofty precipice; from the top of the precipice frowned 
a vast castle, its long stretch of towers and bastions mailed in vines; beyond the river, a league to 
the left, was a tumbled expanse of forest-clothed hills cloven by winding gorges where the sun never 
penetrated; and to the right a precipice overlooked the river, and between it and the hills just spoken of 
lay a far-reaching plain dotted with little homesteads nested among orchards and shade trees...FROM 
THE BOOK.

The Mysterious Stranger, and Other Stories

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the "public domain in the United States of America, 
and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as 
no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we 
concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available 
to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an 
important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Pirates and Devils

The Mysterious Stranger is Mark Twain's final novel. It was worked on periodically from roughly 1890 up 
until 1910. The body of work is a serious social commentary by Twain addressing his ideas of the Moral 
Sense and the "damned human race". The story tells of the adventures of Satan, the sinless nephew 
of the biblical Satan, in an Austrian village in the Middle Ages. Classic storytelling. A very interesting 
side of Twain's writings. Please provide your review after purchase for our future enhancements.

THE MYSTERIOUS STRANGER AND OTHER STORIES

The Mysterious Stranger and other Stories by M. Twain. Worldwide literature classic, among top 100 
literary novels of all time. A must read for everybody.In the 1980s, Italo Calvino (the most-translated 
contemporary Italian writer at the time of his death) said in his essay "Why Read the Classics?" that 
"a classic is a book that has never finished saying what it has to say\

The Mysterious Stranger [and Other Stories] by Mark Twain [pseud.]



It was in 1590-winter. Austria was far away from the world, and asleep; it was still theMiddle Ages in 
Austria, and promised to remain so forever. Some even set it away backcenturies upon centuries and 
said that by the mental and spiritual clock it was still the Ageof Belief in Austria. But they meant it as 
a compliment, not a slur, and it was so taken, andwe were all proud of it. I remember it well, although 
I was only a boy; and I remember, too, the pleasure it gave me.Yes, Austria was far from the world, 
and asleep, and our village was in the middle of thatsleep, being in the middle of Austria. It drowsed in 
peace in the deep privacy of a hilly andwoodsy solitude where news from the world hardly ever came 
to disturb its dreams, andwas infinitely content. At its front flowed the tranquil river, its surface painted 
with cloudforms and the reflections of drifting arks and stone-boats; behind it rose the woody steepsto 
the base of the lofty precipice; from the top of the precipice frowned a vast castle, its longstretch of 
towers and bastions mailed in vines; beyond the river, a league to the left, was atumbled expanse 
of forest-clothed hills cloven by winding gorges where the sun neverpenetrated; and to the right a 
precipice overlooked the river, and between it and the hillsjust spoken of lay a far-reaching plain dotted 
with little homesteads nested among orchardsand shade trees.The whole region for leagues around 
was the hereditary property of a prince, whoseservants kept the castle always in perfect condition for 
occupancy, but neither he nor hisfamily came there oftener than once in five years. When they came 
it was as if the lord ofthe world had arrived, and had brought all the glories of its kingdoms along; and 
when theywent they left a calm behind which was like the deep sleep which follows an orgy.Eseldorf 
was a paradise for us boys. We were not overmuch pestered with schooling.Mainly we were trained 
to be good Christians; to revere the Virgin, the Church, and thesaints above everything. Beyond these 
matters we were not required to know much; and, infact, not allowed to. Knowledge was not good 
for the common people, and could make themdiscontented with the lot which God had appointed for 
them, and God would not endurediscontentment with His plans. We had two priests. One of them, 
Father Adolf, was a veryzealous and strenuous priest, much considered.There may have been better 
priests, in some ways, than Father Adolf, but there wasnever one in our commune who was held in 
more solemn and awful respect. This wasbecause he had absolutely no fear of the Devil. He was the 
only Christian I have ever knownof whom that could be truly said. People stood in deep dread of him on 
that account; forthey thought that there must be something supernatural about him, else he could not 
be sobold and so confident. All men speak in bitter disapproval of the Devil, but they do itreverently, not 
flippantly; but Father Adolf's way was very different; he called him by everyname he could lay his tongue 
to, and it made everyone shudder that heard him; and often he would even speak of him scornfully 
and scoffingly; then the people crossed themselvesand went quickly out of his presence, fearing that 
something fearful might happen.Father Adolf had actually met Satan face to face more than once, and 
defied him. Thiswas known to be so. Father Adolf said it himself. He never made any secret of it, but 
spokeit right out. And that he was speaking true there was proof in at least one instance, for onthat 
occasion he quarreled with the enemy, and intrepidly threw his bottle at him; andthere, upon the wall 
of his study, was the ruddy splotch where it struck and broke

The Mysterious Stranger

Differentiated book- It has a historical context with research of the time-The Mysterious Stranger and 
Other Stories by Mark Twain.This book contains a historical context, where past events or the study and 
narration of these events are examined. The historical context refers to the circumstances and incidents 
surrounding an event. This context is formed by everything that, in some way, influences the event when 
it happens. A fact is always tied to its time: that is, to its time. Therefore, when analyzing events that 
took place tens, hundreds or thousands of years ago, it is essential to know the historical context to 
understand them. Otherwise, we would be analyzing and judging what happened in a totally different 
era with a current perspective.In his later years, Mark Twain had become a respected literary figure 
whose views were widely sought by the press. He had also suffered a series of painful physical, financial 
and emotional losses.The Mysterious Stranger, published posthumously in 1916 and pertaining to 
Twain's "dark" period, belies the popular image of the affable American humorist. In this anti-religious 
tale, Twain denies the existence of a benign Providence, a soul, a future life, and even reality itself. As 
the Stranger states in the story, "nothing exists; everything is a dream"

Choice

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the "public domain in the United States of America, 
and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as 
no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we 



concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available 
to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an 
important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Mysterious Stranger

The Mysterious Stranger and Other Stories
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