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Habermas and the Unfinished Project of Modernity

This collection of ten essays offers the first systematic assessment of JürgenHabermas's Philosophical 
Discourse of Modernity, a book that defended the rational potential of themodern age against the 
depiction of modernity as a spent epoch. The essays (of which four are newlycommissioned, five were 
published in the journal Praxis International, and one -- by Habermas --first appeared in translation 
in New Critique) are divided into two sections: Critical Rejoindersand Thematic Reformulations.An 
opening essay by d'Entrèves sets out the main issues and orients thedebate between Habermas 
and the postmodernists by identifying two different senses ofresponsibility: a responsibility to act 
versus a responsibility to otherness (an openness todifference, dissonance, and ambiguity). These 
are linked with two alternative understandings of theprimary function of language: action-orienting 
versus world-disclosing. This is a fruitful way oflooking at the issues that Habermas has raised 
in his attempt to resurrect and complete the projectof Enlightenment.Habermas's essay discusses 
the main themes of his book in the context of a criticalengagement with neoconservative cultural 
and political trends. The main body of essays offer aninteresting collection of points of view, for 
and against Habermas's position by philosophers,social scientists, intellectual historians, and literary 
critics.SECTIONS & CONTRIBUTORS :Introduction, Maurizio Passerin d'Entrèves. Modernity versus 
Postmodernity, Jürgen Habermas.Critical Rejoinders : Fred Dallmayr. Christopher Norris. David C. 
Hoy. James Schmidt. JoelWhitebook. Thematic Reformulations : James Bohman. Diana Coole. Jay M. 
Bernstein. DavidIngram.
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in translation in "New Critique" ) are divided into two sections: "Critical Rejoinders" and "Thematic 
Reformulations." An opening essay by d'Entrè ves sets out the main issues and orients the debate 
between Habermas and the postmodernists by identifying two different senses of responsibility: a 
responsibility to act versus a responsibility to otherness (an openness to difference, dissonance, and 
ambiguity). These are linked with two alternative understandings of the primary function of language: 
action-orienting versus world-disclosing. This is a fruitful way of looking at the issues that Habermas 
has raised in his attempt to resurrect and complete the project of Enlightenment. Habermas's essay 
discusses the main themes of his book in the context of a critical engagement with neoconservative 
cultural and political trends. The main body of essays offer an interesting collection of points of view, for 
and against Habermas's position by philosophers, social scientists, intellectual historians, and literary 
critics. SECTIONS CONTRIBUTORS: "Introduction," Maurizio Passerin d'Entrè ves. "Modernity versus 
Postmodernity," Jü rgen Habermas. Critical Rejoinders: Fred Dallmayr. Christopher Norris. David C. 
Hoy. James Schmidt. Joel Whitebook. ThematicReformulations: James Bohman. Diana Coole. Jay M. 
Bernstein. David Ingram

The Philosophical Discourse of Modernity

The Philosophical Discourse of Modernity: Twelve Lectures. Introduction by Thomas McCarthy, trans-
lated by Frederick Lawrence.

Habermas: A Very Short Introduction

This book provides a clear and readable overview of the works of today's most influential German 
philosopher. It analyses the theoretical underpinnings of Habermas's social theory, and its applications 
in ethics, politics, and law. Finally, it examines how his social and political theory informs his writing on 
contemporary, political, and social problems.

The Habermas Handbook

Jürgen Habermas is one of the most influential philosophers of our time. His diagnoses of contemporary 
society and concepts such as the public sphere, communicative rationality, and cosmopolitanism have 
influenced virtually all academic disciplines, spurred political debates, and shaped intellectual life 
in Germany and beyond for more than fifty years. In The Habermas Handbook, leading Habermas 
scholars elucidate his thought, providing essential insight into his key concepts, the breadth of his 
work, and his influence across politics, law, the social sciences, and public life. This volume offers a 
comprehensive overview and an in-depth analysis of Habermas’s work in its entirety. After examining 
his intellectual biography, it goes on to illuminate the social and intellectual context of Habermasian 
thought, such as the Frankfurt School, speech-act theory, and contending theories of democracy. 
The Handbook provides an extensive account of Habermas’s texts, ranging from his dissertation 
on Schelling to his most recent writing about Europe. It illustrates the development of his thought 
and its frequently controversial reception while elaborating the central ideas of his work. The book 
also provides a glossary of key terms and concepts, making the complexity of Habermas’s thought 
accessible to a broad readership.

Habermas and the Discourse of Modernity

In this book, the author tries to address one of the central concerns in contemporary philosophy 
and critical social theory i.e. the issue of modernity. The book tries to provide both an exposition of 
Habermas's modernity as developed in The Philosophical Discourse of Modernity and other principal 
works like the two volumes Theory of communicative action and the Postnational Constellation; and also 
tries to offer a critical stance towards such an attempt. The author argues that even though Habermas 
succeeded in developing a model of rationality that goes beyond the confines of metaphysical thinking, 
emphasizes responsibility and emancipation and also demonstrates the role of modernity as a platform 
for today's problems; still this must be coupled with an analysis that demonstrates the positive role of the 
aesthetic, the religious dimension of human life, the equal participation of non western identities in the 
discourse of modernity, the other 'darker' sides of modernity and the positive inputs of postmodernism. 
This book will be of great interest to those interested in Habermas's philosophy in areas of modernity, 
postmodernism, and critical social theory.

Postmetaphysical Thinking



In this new collection of recent essays, Habermas takes up and pursues the line of analysis begun in 
The Philosophical Discourse of Modernity. He begins by outlining the sources and central themes of 
twentieth-century philosophy, and the range of current debates. He then examines a number of key 
contributions to these debates, from the pragmatic philosophies of Mead, Perice and Rorty to the 
post-structuralism of Foucault. Like most contemporary thinkers, Habermas is critical of the Western 
metaphysical tradition and its exaggerated conception of reason. But he cautions against the temptation 
to relinquish this conception altogether. In opposition to the radical critics of Western philosophy, 
Habermas argues that postmetaphysical thinking can remain critical only if it preserves the idea of 
reason while stripping it of its metaphysical trappings. Habermas contributes to this task by developing 
further his distinctive approach to problems of meaning, rationality and subjectivity. This book will be 
of particular interest to students of philosophy, sociology and social and political theory, and it will be 
essential reading for anyone interested in the continuing development of Habermas's project.

Unmodern Philosophy and Modern Philosophy

800x600Normal0falsefalsefalseEN-USX-NONEX-NONEMicrosoftInternetExplorer4 In 1947 America’s 
premier philosopher, educator, and public intellectual John Dewey purportedly lost his last manuscript 
on modern philosophy in the back of a taxicab. Now, sixty-five years later, Dewey’s fresh and un-
pretentious take on the history and theory of knowledge is finally available. Editor Phillip Deen has 
taken on the task of editing Dewey’s unfinished work, carefully compiling the fragments and multiple 
drafts of each chapter that he discovered in the folders of the Dewey Papers at the Special Collections 
Research Center at Southern Illinois University Carbondale. He has used Dewey’s last known outline 
for the manuscript, aiming to create a finished product that faithfully represents Dewey’s original intent. 
An introduction and editor’s notes by Deen and a foreword by Larry A. Hickman, director of the Center 
for Dewey Studies, frame this previously lost work. In Unmodern Philosophy and Modern Philosophy, 
Dewey argues that modern philosophy is anything but; instead, it retains the baggage of outdated and 
misguided philosophical traditions and dualisms carried forward from Greek and medieval traditions. 
Drawing on cultural anthropology, Dewey moves past the philosophical themes of the past, instead 
proposing a functional model of humanity as emotional, inquiring, purposive organisms embedded 
in a natural and cultural environment. Dewey begins by tracing the problematic history of philosophy, 
demonstrating how, from the time of the Greeks to the Empiricists and Rationalists, the subject has 
been mired in the search for immutable absolutes outside human experience and has relied on 
dualisms between mind and body, theory and practice, and the material and the ideal, ultimately dividing 
humanity from nature. The result, he posits, is the epistemological problem of how it is possible to have 
knowledge at all. In the second half of the volume, Dewey roots philosophy in the conflicting beliefs 
and cultural tensions of the human condition, maintaining that these issues are much more pertinent 
to philosophy and knowledge than the sharp dichotomies of the past and abstract questions of the 
body and mind. Ultimately, Dewey argues that the mind is not separate from the world, criticizes the 
denigration of practice in the name of theory, addresses the dualism between matter and ideals, and 
questions why the human and the natural were ever separated in philosophy. The result is a deeper 
understanding of the relationship among the scientific, the moral, and the aesthetic. More than just 
historically significant in its rediscovery, Unmodern Philosophy and Modern Philosophy provides an 
intriguing critique of the history of modern thought and a positive account of John Dewey’s naturalized 
theory of knowing. This volume marks a significant contribution to the history of American thought and 
finally resolves one of the mysteries of pragmatic philosophy.

Cultural-Political Interventions in the Unfinished Project of Enlightenment

These thirteen essays by noted philosophers and social theorists continue a timely celebration and 
examination of Jürgen Habermas's unfinished project of reconstructing enlightenment rationality. 
Focusing on the cultural and political aspects of Habermas's work, the essays take up critical theory 
and political practice, the sociology of political practice, historical-philosophical reflections on culture, 
moral development in childhood and society, and the foundations of critical social theory. Essays in a 
companion volume, Philosophical Interventions in the Unfinished Project of Enlightenment, look at the 
metaphysical aspects of Habermas's work. Together, the two volumes underscore the richness and 
variety of Habermas's project. Contributors Johann P. Amason, Andrew Arato, Seyla Benhabib, Hauke 
Brunkhorst, Cornelius Castoriadis, Jean Cohen, Helmut Dubiel, Klaus Eder, Günter Frankenberg, 
Hans-Georg Gadamer, Axel Honneth, Johann Baptist Metz, Gertrud Nunner-Winkler, Claus Offe

The Philosophical Discourse of Modernity



In this book, scholars from a wide range of disciplines respond to Habermas's most directly relevant 
work, The Structural Transformation of the Public Sphere. The relationship between civil society 
and public life is in the forefront of contemporary discussion. No single scholarly voice informs this 
discussion more than that of Jürgen Habermas. His contributions have shaped the nature of debates 
over critical theory, feminism, cultural studies, and democratic politics. In this book, scholars from a wide 
range of disciplines respond to Habermas's most directly relevant work, The Structural Transformation 
of the Public Sphere. From political theory to cultural criticism, from ethics to gender studies, from 
history to media studies, these essays challenge, refine, and extend our understanding of the social 
foundations and changing character of democracy and public discourse. Contributors Hannah Arendt, 
Keith Baker, Seyla Benhabib, Harry C. Boyte, Craig Calhoun, Geoff Eley, Nancy Fraser, Nicholas 
Garnham, Jürgen Habermas, Peter Hohendahl, Lloyd Kramer, Benjamin Lee, Thomas McCarthy, 
Moishe Postone, Mary P. Ryan, Michael Schudson, Michael Warner, David Zaret

Habermas and the Public Sphere

All of these essays focus on the concept of modernity in the philosophical work of Jurgen Habermas - 
an ambitious and carefully argued intellectual project that invites, indeed demands, rigorous scrutiny. 
Following an introductory overview of Habermas's work by Richard Bernstein, Albrecht Wellmer's essay 
places the philosopher within the tradition of Hegel, Marx, Weber, and Critical Theory. Martin Jay 
discusses Habermas's views on art and aesthetics, and Joel Whitebook examines his interpretations 
of Freud and psychoanalysis, Anthony Giddens offers a critical reading of Habermas's major work, 
"The Theory of Communicative Action. Richard Rorty criticizes the whole thrust of his program by way 
of a comparison with the work of the French philosopher of postmodernity, Jean-Francois Lyotard. And 
Thomas McCarthy concentrates on the question of the selectivity of rationalization processes in the 
modern age. Habermas himself has three contributions - on Marcuse, on neoconservativism, and a 
reply to the other essayists. Richard J. Bernstein is T. Wistar Brown Professor of Philosophy at Haverford 
College. He was editor of the journal "Praxis International, in which these essays recently appeared. 
"Habermas and Modernity "is included in the series Studies in contemporary German Social Thought, 
edited by Thomas McCarthy.

Habermas and Modernity

Some are expected to protest the conjoining of the two German philosophers, arguing that Friedrich 
Nietzsche's 19th-century vision of politics and critical rationality seems radically at odds with the 
philosophical contributions of J gen Haberman, especially his most recent work. Undaunted, scholars 
of philosophy and political science in Europe and

Habermas, Nietzsche, and Critical Theory

Joan Stambaugh's translations of the works of Heidegger, accomplished with his guidance, have 
made key aspects of his thought and philosophy accessible to readers of English for many years. 
This collection, writes Stambaugh, contains Heidegger's attempt "to show the history of Being as 
metaphysics," combining three chapters from the philosopher's Nietzsche ("Metaphysics as a History 
of Being," "Sketches for a History of Being as Metaphysics," and "Recollection in Metaphysics") with a 
selection from Vorträge und Aufsätze ("Overcoming Metaphysics").

Jurgen Habermas (III)

Over a career spanning nearly seven decades, Jürgen Habermas - one of the most important European 
philosophers of the twentieth and twenty-first centuries - has produced a prodigious and influential 
body of work. In this Lexicon, authored by an international team of scholars, over 200 entries define 
and explain the key concepts, categories, philosophemes, themes, debates, and names associated 
with the entire constellation of Habermas's thought. The entries explore the historical, philosophical 
and social-theoretic roots of these terms and concepts, as well as their intellectual and disciplinary 
contexts, to build a broad but detailed picture of the development and trajectory of Habermas as a 
thinker. The volume will be an invaluable resource for students and scholars of Habermas, as well 
as for other readers in political philosophy, political science, sociology, international relations, cultural 
studies, and law.

The End of Philosophy



These 11 essays by noted philosophers and social theorists take up the philosophical aspects of Jürgen 
Habermas's unfinished project of reconstructing enlightenment rationality. They range in subject matter 
from classical problems to contemporary debates, covering historical perspectives, theoretical issues, 
and post-enlightenment challenges. A companion volume of essays will take up the cultural and political 
aspects of the work. Together, the two volumes underscore the richness and variety of Habermas's 
project. Contributors Karl-Otto Apel, Richard J. Bernstein, Peter Bürger, Martin Jay, Thomas McCarthy, 
Herbert Schnädelbach, Charles Taylor, Michael Theunissen, Ernst Tugendhat, Albrecht Wellmer

The Cambridge Habermas Lexicon

This book offers a critical analysis of the complex theory of law and democracy developed by celebrated 
German philosopher and public intellectual Jurgen Habermas."

Philosophical Interventions in the Unfinished Project of Enlightenment

In this major new work, Bernstein explores the ethical andpolitical dimensions of the moderni-
ty/post-modernity debate. Bernstein argues that modernity / post-modernity should beunderstood as a 
kind of mood - one which is amorphous, shifting andprotean but which exerts a powerful influence on 
our currentthinking. Focusing on thinkers such as Heidegger, Derrida,Foucault, Habermas and Rorty, 
Bernstein probes the strengths andweaknesses of their work, and shows how they have contributed 
tothe formation of a new mood, a new and distinctive constellation ofideas. This new constellation 
has put ethical and political issues back onthe philosophical agenda, forcing us to confront anew, the 
Socraticquestion 'How should I live?'

Habermas

In this original work, Maria Pia Lara develops a new approach to public sphere theory and a novel 
understanding of the history of the feminist struggle.

The New Constellation

Tackles a question as old as Plato and still pressing today: What is reason, and what roles does and 
should it have in human endeavor? The eminent intellectual historian Martin Jay surveys Western ideas 
of reason, particularly in German philosophy from Kant to Habermas.

Moral Textures

This collection of essays is addressed to the legacy of Enlightenment thought, with respect to eigh-
teenth-century notions of human nature, human rights, representative democracy or the nation-state, 
and with regard to the barbarism, including the Holocaust, allegedly unleashed by eighteenth-century 
ideals of civilization.

Reason After Its Eclipse

Philosophers are often asked for their views on the "meaning of the times." But how should philosophy 
deal with world events? And what makes a philosopher more qualified than anyone else to editorialize 
in the daily paper? In this book, Descombes's intention is not to offer his own reading of the signs of the 
times, but to interrogate modern philosophers about how they come up with the barometers they use 
to tell us about modern reason and the spirit of the times. For Descombes, a "philosophical discourse 
of modernity" should be rejected, for the true subject of modernity belongs not to philosophers, but to 
writers, moralists, and sociologists of individualism.

Enlightenment and Modernity

The concepts of modernity and modernism are amongst the most controversial and vigorously debated 
in contemporary philosophy and cultural theory. In this intervention, Fredric Jameson-perhaps the 
most influential and persuasive theorist of postmodernity-excavates and explores these notions in a 
fresh and illuminating manner.The extraordinary revival of discussions of modernity, as well as of new 
theories of artistic modernism, demands attention in its own right. It seems clear that the (provisional) 
disappearance of alternatives to capitalism plays its part in the universal attempt to revive 'modernity' as 
a social ideal. Yet the paradoxes of the concept illustrate its legitimate history and suggest some rules for 
avoiding its misuse as well. In this major interpretation of the problematic, Jameson concludes that both 



concepts are tainted, but nonetheless yield clues as to the nature of the phenomena they purported to 
theorize. His judicious and vigilant probing of both terms-which can probably not be banished at this 
late date-helps us clarify our present political and artistic situations.

The Barometer of Modern Reason

This book tells nothing less than the story of how the modern, Western view of the world was born. 
Cultural and intellectual historian Anthony Pagden explains how, and why, the ideal of a universal, 
global, and cosmopolitan society became such a central part of the Western imagination in the ferment 
of the Enlightenment - and how these ideas have done battle with an inward-looking, tradition-oriented 
view of the world ever since. Cosmopolitanism is an ancient creed; but in its modern form it was a 
creature of the Enlightenment attempt to create a new 'science of man', based upon a vision of humanity 
made up of autonomous individuals, free from all the constraints imposed by custom, prejudice, and 
religion. As Pagden shows, this 'new science' was based not simply on 'cold, calculating reason', as its 
critics claimed, but on the argument that all humans are linked by what in the Enlightenment were called 
'sympathetic' attachments. The conclusion was that despite the many tribes and nations into which 
humanity was divided there was only one 'human nature', and that the final destiny of the species could 
only be the creation of one universal, cosmopolitan society. This new 'human science' provided the 
philosophical grounding of the modern world. It has been the inspiration behind the League of Nations, 
the United Nations and the European Union. Without it, international law, global justice, and human 
rights legislation would be unthinkable. As Anthony Pagden argues passionately and persuasively in 
this book, it is a legacy well worth preserving - and one that might yet come to inherit the earth.

A Singular Modernity

In Habermas and Giddens on Praxis and Modernity Craig Browne investigates how two of the most 
important and influential contemporary social theorists have sought to develop the modernist visions 
of the constitution of society through the autonomous actions of subjects. Comparing Habermas’s and 
Giddens’s conceptions of the constitution of society, interpretations of the social-structural impediments 
to subjects’ autonomy and attempts to delineate potentials for progressive social change within con-
temporary society, Browne draws on his own work, which has extended aspects of the social theorists’ 
approach to modernity. Despite the criticisms developed over the course of the book, Habermas and 
Giddens are found to be two of the most important theorists of democratization and social democracy, 
the dynamics of capitalist modernity and their paradoxes, social practices and reflexivity, and the 
foundations of social theory in the problem of the relationship of social action and social structure.

The Enlightenment

This book provides an introduction to Habermas's work, from his early writings on the public sphere 
to his most recent work on the philosophical discourse of modernity. Outhwaite examines all of 
Habermas's major works and steers a path through the many debates to which they have given rise. 
Primarily, the book provides a detailed critical analysis of Habermas's most important work, The Theory 
of Communicative Action. Outhwaite also discusses Habermas's writings on ethics and politics and his 
critical appraisal of Foucault, Derrida and others.

Habermas and Giddens on Praxis and Modernity

Jürgen Habermas is one of the foremost philosophers and social theorists in the world today. But 
the complexity and breadth of his thought make him often difficult to understand. In this book, 
Stephen White offers a clear, accessible, and reliable introduction to Habermas's work, particularly 
that which he has written since the publication of Knowledge and human interest (produced in English 
in 1971). During this period, new themes and directions have emerged in Habermas's thought, which 
culminated in The Theory of Communicative Action, a massive work that has not hitherto been the 
subject of extended commentary and analysis. This book is the first to provide a full-length study of 
Habermas's mature thought. Locating the latter in the context of contemporary debates, White explains 
Habermas's ideas about action, rationality, communicative ethics, contemporary capitalism, and new 
social movements, which characterize his later work. He also examines Habermas's interpretation of 
modernity, showing that although, like his forerunners in the Frankfurt School, Habermas maintains a 
critical stance towards modernity's instrumentalization of reason, he nonetheless offers a sophisticated 
defense of the universal significance of other aspects of modern consciousness that are too often 
forgotten by many recent radical critics of modernity. Throughout, White presents Habermas's work in 



such a way as to emphasize its coherence, and to demonstrate how it constitutes the beginnings of 
a distinctive new research program in the social sciences. As a well-researched and lucid account of 
Habermas's thought, this book will appeal to readers wanting an introduction to the complexity of his 
ideas, as well as to those already conversant with them. It will also interest social and political theorists 
concerned with the general theoretical issues that it covers.

Habermas

In this book Joseph Heath brings Jürgen Habermas's theory of communicative action into dialogue 
with the most sophisticated articulation of the instrumental conception of practical rationality-modern 
rational choice theory. Heath begins with an overview of Habermas's action theory and his critique 
of decision and game theory. He then offers an alternative to Habermas's use of speech act the-
ory to explain social order and outlines a multidimensional theory of rational action that includes 
norm-governed action as a specific type. In the second part of the book Heath discusses the more 
philosophical dimension of Habermas's conception of practical rationality. He criticizes Habermas's 
attempt to introduce a universalization principle governing moral discourse, as well as his criteria for 
distinguishing between moral and ethical problems. Heath offers an alternative account of the level 
of convergence exhibited by moral argumentation, drawing on game-theoretic models to specify the 
burden of proof that the theory of communicative action and discourse must assume.

The Recent Work of Jürgen Habermas

Examines democracy in the Philippines using the political thought of Jürgen Habermas. Winner of the 
2016 Outstanding Scholarly Work Award for the School of Humanities presented by Ateneo de Manila 
University This book is a pioneering study of Philippine democracy, one of the oldest in the Asian 
region, vis-à-vis Habermasian critical theory. Proceeding from a concise examination of the theory of 
law and democracy found in Habermas’s Between Facts and Norms, Ranilo Balaguer Hermida explains 
how the law occupies the central role in both the legitimation of political power and the attainment 
of social integration. He then discusses how Habermas proposes to resolve the tension that exists 
in modern society between democratic norms and social facts, through the adoption of a lawmaking 
procedure whereby the informal sources of issues and opinions from the public sphere are allowed to 
develop and interact with the formal deliberations and decision processes inside the political system. 
He also explores certain provisions of the present Philippine Constitution that were expressly intended 
to restore democratic institutions and processes destroyed by decades of martial law, as well as the 
problems and hindrances that stand in the way of their full implementation. Ranilo Balaguer Hermida 
is Associate Professor of Philosophy at the Ateneo de Manila University in the Philippines. He received 
his PhD in philosophy from Monash University in Australia.

Communicative Action and Rational Choice

This timely reader in moral philosophy addresses a controversy that strongly affected recent European 
reflections on the relevance of ethics for theories of democratic institutions and democratic legitimacy. 
The debate centers around the idea of a communicative ethics as articulated by Jýrgen Habermas and 
Karl-Otto Apel, and it is representative both of recent attempts to bridge the gap between Continental 
and Anglo-American philosophy and of the turn to language that has characterized much of recent 
philosophy.The Communicative Ethics Controversy illustrates philosophical dialogue in action, moving 
from theses to counterarguments to rejoinders. Theoretical statements by Habermas, Apel, and two 
of their leading students, Dietrich Býhler and Robert Alexy, are followed by a series of five arguments 
by their leading critics, who represent viewpoints ranging from Kantian idealism to Wittgensteinian 
ordinary-language theory. Fred Dallmayr's introduction and Seyla Benhabib's incisive conclusion place 
the debate in perspective, bringing it up to date and relating it to the Anglo-American context.Seyla 
Benhabib is Associate Professor of Philosophy and Women's Studies at the State University of New 
York, Stony Brook. Fred Dallmayr is Packey Dee Professor of Government at the University of Notre 
Dame.Contributors: Robert Alexy. Karl-Otto Apel. Seyla Benhabib. Dietrich Bohler. Jurgen Habermas. 
Otfried Hoffe. KarlHeinz Ilting. Hermann Lubbe. Herbert Schnadelbach. Albrecht Wellmer.

Imagining Modern Democracy

This book critically investigates Jurgen Habermas's attempt to develop communicative conception 
of human rationality. It explores Habermas's fundamental commitment to the practical import and 
ramifications of communicative rationality in the field of African political philosophy. Within this context, 



Habermas's ambitious project to reconcile law, justice, and democracy is wide-ranging. This work 
explores how it is, among other things, that deliberative institutions can become more democratic 
through, as Dewey put it, "improvements in the methods and conditions of debate, discussion and 
persuasion".

Jürgen Habermas

Excavates the experiential structure of Habermas’s communicative action.

The Communicative Ethics Controversy

The relationship between religion and modern culture remains a controversial issue within Christian 
theology. Using the concept of “cultural modernity,” Francis Ching-Wah Yip reconstructs Paul Tillich’s 
interpretation of modernity and shows that Tillich’s notion of theonomy served to underscore the 
problems of modernity and to develop a response.

Communicative Rationality and Deliberative Democracy of Jürgen Habermas

Mao Zedong had developed the Three Worlds Theory; however, after the dissolution of Soviet Union, 
Third World has been used interchangeably with least developed countries and somehow conveys 
poverty. Nevertheless, the term Third World has also been used to describe some rich countries with 
very high Gross Domestic Product or even high Human Development Index; therefore, poverty is not 
always economical, and roots within society. The nature of society is rooted in culture, which is set 
of ideas, norms, and values; and structure, which is the fundamental organization of society into its 
institutions, groups, statuses, and roles. While evaluating the difference between “real culture” and 
“ideal culture”, lead us to understand that cultural values are not always consistent, even within the 
same society. Global poverty dates back to centuries of plunder and confiscation of land and riches 
from the indigenous people under the flag of colonialism and exploitation. Over years, exploitation has 
led the current economic system being funded by the poor through theft of land and natural resources, 
unfair debt settlement, and unjust taxes on labor and consumption. Social inequality – in sense of 
distribution of material possessions, money, power, prestige, relationship – whether within societies 
or among them is a topic at the heart of sociology. The theory of a “Culture of Poverty” describes the 
combination of factors that perpetuate patterns of inequality and poverty in society. This theory states 
that living in conditions of prevalent poverty leads to the development of a culture or subculture adapted 
to those conditions, and characterized by prevalent feelings of vulnerability, dependency, marginality, 
and feebleness. The myth of the Culture of Poverty, intensifying Cultural Poverty, Cycle of poverty or 
development trap, insufficiency of materialist information society, necessity of knowledge society, and 
other key factors in crafting the third world are discussed in this book. “The Third World; Country or 
People” takes a systematic approach to the analysis of human lives and interactions and evaluates 
various fields including anthropology, economics, political science, ethnic studies, area studies, gender 
studies, cultural studies.

Mimesis and Reason

Habermas's 1971 Gauss Lectures, plus two additional essays, outlining an intersubjective approach 
to social theory.

Capitalism as Religion? A Study of Paul Tillich's Interpretation of Modernity

“Marvelously entertaining, exciting and informative.” —Guardian “An engaging and accessible history.” 
—New York Review of Books This group biography is “an exhilarating page-turner” and “outstanding 
critical introduction” to the work and legacy of the Frankfurt School, and the great 20th-century thinkers 
who created it (Washington Post). In 1923, a group of young radical German thinkers and intellectuals 
came together to at Victoria Alle 7, Frankfurt, determined to explain the workings of the modern world. 
Among the most prominent members of what became the Frankfurt School were the philosophers 
Walter Benjamin, Theodor Adorno, Max Horkheimer, and Herbert Marcuse. Not only would they change 
the way we think, but also the subjects we deem worthy of intellectual investigation. Their lives, like their 
ideas, profoundly, sometimes tragically, reflected and shaped the shattering events of the twentieth 
century. Grand Hotel Abyss combines biography, philosophy, and storytelling to reveal how the Frankfurt 
thinkers gathered in hopes of understanding the politics of culture during the rise of fascism. Some of 
them, forced to escape the horrors of Nazi Germany, later found exile in the United States. Benjamin, 



with his last great work—the incomplete Arcades Project—in his suitcase, was arrested in Spain and 
committed suicide when threatened with deportation to Nazi-occupied France. On the other side of 
the Atlantic, Adorno failed in his bid to become a Hollywood screenwriter, denounced jazz, and even 
met Charlie Chaplin in Malibu. After the war, there was a resurgence of interest in the School. From 
the relative comfort of sun-drenched California, Herbert Marcuse wrote the classic One Dimensional 
Man, which influenced the 1960s counterculture and thinkers such as Angela Davis; while in a tragic 
coda, Adorno died from a heart attack following confrontations with student radicals in Berlin. By taking 
popular culture seriously as an object of study—whether it was film, music, ideas, or consumerism—the 
Frankfurt School elaborated upon the nature and crisis of our mass-produced, mechanized society. 
Grand Hotel Abyss shows how much these ideas still tell us about our age of social media and runaway 
consumption.

The Third World

Jürgen Habermas seeks to defend the Enlightenment and with it an ëmphatical\

On the Pragmatics of Social Interaction

Jurgen Habermas (II)
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