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Explore the profound challenges faced by African Americans during the Great Depression as they 
actively sought equal opportunities and justice. This installment from the African American History 
Series delves into their vital struggle for civil rights amidst widespread economic hardship, highlighting 
their resilience and demand for a fair chance.
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To Ask for an Equal Chance

The Great Depression hit Americans hard, but none harder than African Americans and the working 
poor. To Ask for an Equal Chance explores black experiences during this period and the intertwined 
challenges posed by race and class. "Last hired, first fired," black workers lost their jobs at twice the rate 
of whites, and faced greater obstacles in their search for economic security. Black workers, who were 
generally urban newcomers, impoverished and lacking industrial skills, were already at a disadvantage. 
These difficulties were intensified by an overt, and in the South legally entrenched, system of racial 
segregation and discrimination. New federal programs offered hope as they redefined government's 
responsibility for its citizens, but local implementation often proved racially discriminatory. As Cheryl 
Lynn Greenberg makes clear, African Americans were not passive victims of economic catastrophe or 
white racism; they responded to such challenges in a variety of political, social, and communal ways. 
The book explores both the external realities facing African Americans and individual and communal 
responses to them. While experiences varied depending on many factors including class, location, 
gender and community size, there are also unifying and overarching realities that applied universally. 
To Ask for an Equal Chance straddles the particular, with examinations of specific communities and 
experiences, and the general, with explorations of the broader effects of racism, discrimination, family, 
class, and political organizing.

African Americans Confront Lynching

This book examines African Americans' strategies for resisting white racial violence from the Civil 
War until the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr., in 1968 and up to the Clinton era. Christopher 
Waldrep's semi-biographical approach to the pioneers in the anti-lynching campaign portrays African 
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Americans as active participants in the effort to end racial violence rather than as passive victims. 
In telling this more than 100-year-old story of violence and resistance, Waldrep describes how white 
Americans legitimized racial violence after the Civil War, and how black journalists campaigned against 
the violence by invoking the Constitution and the law as a source of rights. He shows how, toward 
the end of the nineteenth century and into the twentieth, anti-lynching crusaders Ida B. Wells and 
Monroe Work adopted a more sociological approach, offering statistics and case studies to thwart white 
claims that a black propensity for crime justified racial violence. Waldrep describes how the NAACP, 
founded in 1909, represented an organized, even bureaucratic approach to the fight against lynching. 
Despite these efforts, racial violence continued after World War II, as racists changed tactics, using 
dynamite more than the rope or the gun. Waldrep concludes by showing how modern day hate crimes 
continue the lynching tradition, and how the courts and grass-roots groups have continued the tradition 
of resistance to racial violence. A rich selection of documents helps give the story a sense of immediacy. 
Sources include nineteenth-century eyewitness accounts of lynching, courtroom testimony of Ku Klux 
Klan victims, South Carolina senator Ben Tillman's 1907 defense of lynching, and the text of the first 
federal hate crimes law.

Enjoy the Same Liberty

"What to the slave is the Fourth of July?," asked Frederick Douglass in 1852. In Enjoy the Same 
Liberty, Edward Countryman addresses Douglass's question. He shows how the American Revolution 
began the world-wide destruction of slavery, how black Americans who seized their chances for 
freedom during the Revolution changed both themselves and their epoch, and how their heirs, including 
Douglass, pondered what the Revolution meant for them. Thanks in good part to black people, what 
began as colonial tax protests became something of far greater significance. But this book also shows 
how that same Revolution led to an immensely powerful slave society in the South, so strong that 
destroying it required the cataclysm of the Civil War.

The African American Experience during World War II

World War II was crucial in the development of the emerging Civil Rights movement, whether through 
the economic and social impact of the war, or through demands for equality in the military. This period 
was characterized by an intense transformation of black hopes and expectations, encouraged by real 
socio-economic shifts and departures in federal policy. During the war, black self consciousness found 
powerful expression in new movements such as the "Double V" campaign that linked the fight for 
democracy at home for the fight for democracy abroad.

Loyalty in Time of Trial

The little-known history of black soldiers and defense workers in the First World War, and what 
happened afterward: “Highly recommended.” —Choice In one of the few book-length treatments of the 
subject, historian Nina Mjagkij conveys the full range of the African American experience during the 
“Great War.” Prior to World War I, most African Americans did not challenge the racial status quo. But 
nearly 370,000 black soldiers served in the military during the war, and some 400,000 black civilians 
migrated from the rural South to the urban North for defense jobs. Following the war, emboldened by 
their military service and their support of the war on the home front, African Americans were determined 
to fight for equality—but struggled in the face of indifference and hostility in spite of their combat-veteran 
status. America would soon be forced to confront the impact of segregation and racism—beginning a 
long, dramatic reckoning that continues over a century later. “Painstakingly describes the frustration, 
sometimes anger, and frequent courage demonstrated by southern and northern African Americans in 
their attempts to include themselves in the national crusade of making the world safe for democracy . 
. . one of the most comprehensive treatments of the race issue in the early twentieth century that this 
reader has seen.” —Journal of Southern History

Caring for Equality

In Caring for Equality David McBride chronicles the struggle by African Americans and their white allies 
to improve poor black health conditions as well as inadequate medical care—caused by slavery, racism, 
and discrimination—since the arrival of African slaves in America.

Through the Storm, Through the Night



Paul Harvey illustrates how black Christian traditions provided theological, institutional, and personal 
strategies for cultural survival during bondage and into an era of partial freedom. At the same time, 
he covers the ongoing tug-of-war between themes of "respectability" versus practices derived from 
an African heritage; the adoption of Christianity by the majority; and the critique of the adoption of the 
"white man's religion" from the eighteenth century to the present. The book also covers internal cultural, 
gendered, and class divisions in churches that attracted congregants of widely disparate educational 
levels, incomes, and worship styles. Through the Storm, Through the Night provides a lively overview 
to the history of African American religion, beginning with the birth of African Christianity amidst the 
Transatlantic slave trade, and tracing the story through its growth in America. Paul Harvey successfully 
uses the history of African American religion to portray the complexity and humanity of the African 
American experience.

African American Literature in Transition, 1930-1940: Volume 10

This book illustrates African American writers' cultural production and political engagement despite the 
economic precarity of the 1930s.

The Cambridge Guide to African American History

Intended for high school and college students, teachers, adult educational groups, and general readers, 
this book is of value to them primarily as a learning and reference tool. It also provides a critical 
perspective on the actions and legacies of ordinary and elite blacks and their non-black allies.

Scarlet and Black, Volume Two

Scarlet and Black documents the history of Rutgers's connection to slavery, which was neither casual 
nor accidental--nor unusual. Like most early American colleges, Rutgers depended on slaves to build 
its campuses and serve its students and faculty. The contributors offer this history as a usable one--to 
strengthen Rutgers and help direct its course for the future.

T.O.B.A. Time

Black vaudevillians and entertainers joked that T.O.B.A. stood for “tough on black artists.” But the 
Theater Owner’s Booking Association (T.O.B.A.) played a foundational role in the African American 
entertainment industry and provided a training ground for icons like Cab Calloway, Bessie Smith, Ethel 
Waters, Sammy Davis Jr., the Nicholas Brothers, Count Basie, and Butterbeans and Susie. Michelle 
R. Scott’s institutional history details T.O.B.A.’s origins and practices while telling the little-known 
stories of the managers, producers, performers, and audience members involved in the circuit. Looking 
at the organization over its eleven-year existence (1920–1931), Scott places T.O.B.A. against the 
backdrop of what entrepreneurship and business development meant in black America at the time. 
Scott also highlights how intellectuals debated the social, economic, and political significance of black 
entertainment from the early 1900s through T.O.B.A.’s decline during the Great Depression. Clear-eyed 
and comprehensive, T.O.B.A. Time is a fascinating account of black entertainment and black business 
during a formative era.

Workers on Arrival

"An eloquent and essential correction to contemporary discussions of the American working 
class."—The Nation From the ongoing issues of poverty, health, housing, and employment to the recent 
upsurge of lethal police-community relations, the black working class stands at the center of perceptions 
of social and racial conflict today. Journalists and public policy analysts often discuss the black poor 
as “consumers” rather than “producers,” as “takers” rather than “givers,” and as “liabilities” instead of 
“assets.” In his engrossing history, Workers on Arrival, Joe William Trotter, Jr., refutes these perceptions 
by charting the black working class’s vast contributions to the making of America. Covering the last 
four hundred years since Africans were first brought to Virginia in 1619, Trotter traces the complicated 
journey of black workers from the transatlantic slave trade to the demise of the industrial order in the 
twenty-first century. At the center of this compelling, fast-paced narrative are the actual experiences 
of these African American men and women. A dynamic and vital history of remarkable contributions 
despite repeated setbacks, Workers on Arrival expands our understanding of America’s economic and 
industrial growth, its cities, ideas, and institutions, and the real challenges confronting black urban 
communities today.

Getting What We Need Ourselves



This multi-generational story begins before the transatlantic slave trade in West Africa and ends with 
a discussion of contemporary African American vegans. Demonstrating that food has been both a tool 
of empowerment and a weapon of white supremacy, this study documents the symbolic power of food 
alongside an ongoing struggle for food access.

Racial Equity, COVID-19, and Public Policy

Racial Equity, COVID-19, and Public Policy: The Triple Pandemic focuses on the health, economic, and 
justice impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on racial equity. The book does not simply document the 
problems made worse by the pandemic, but it provides historical context for issues that rose to the 
surface in new ways, the existing inequities revealed during COVID-19, as well as policy responses 
to those issues. The volume is distinguished in its focus on the implications for racial equity through 
an examination of both existing public policy and new ideas for change. The chapters in this volume 
demonstrate the ways in which this period of American history and politics is unique, most notably 
in the convergence of major threats to public health, economic livelihood, and access to justice. This 
“triple pandemic” will be felt in the coming years and will continue to unfold, depending upon the 
adequacy of the contemporary response. This edited volume is designed to provide the reader with a 
thorough understanding of issues including policing, housing, business, disaster response, education, 
immigration, vaccine distribution, reentry of justice-involved individuals, and the responses to public 
protests—all with a unifying focus on racial inequities and social justice concerns that elevated these 
issues to broader public attention and political response. This coalescing emphasis on public policy as 
both a cause and effect to address these issues makes the book a unique contribution to the public 
policy literature. This book responds to audiences seeking a better understanding of the events that 
occurred, the conditions that set the stage for their eruption into wider public view, and what might be 
done to prevent social and racial inequities in the future.

Until There is Justice

'Until There is Justice' tells the complex, moving story of the remarkable civil rights figure Anna 
Arnold Hedgeman, who played a key role in more than half a century of social justice initiatives. She 
participated in and led some of the 20th century's most important developments, including advances 
in education, public health, politics, and workplace justice.

United States History - Part B

The African American struggle for civil rights in the twentieth century is one of the most important 
stories in American history. With all the information available, however, it is easy for even the most 
enthusiastic reader to be overwhelmed. In Rethinking the Black Freedom Movement, Yohuru Williams 
has synthesized the complex history of this period into a clear and compelling narrative. Considering 
both the Civil Rights and Black Power movements as distinct but overlapping elements of the Black 
Freedom struggle, Williams looks at the impact of the struggle for Black civil rights on housing, 
transportation, education, labor, voting rights, culture, and more, and places the activism of the 1950s 
and 60s within the context of a much longer tradition reaching from Reconstruction to the present day. 
Exploring the different strands within the movement, key figures and leaders, and its ongoing legacy, 
Rethinking the Black Freedom Movement is the perfect introduction for anyone seeking to understand 
the struggle for Black civil rights in America.

Rethinking the Black Freedom Movement

The establishment of Harlem as the main area of black settlement and as a poor ghetto occurred before 
the Depression. When the Depression came, the blacks fell still further into poverty. Racism created 
and perpetuated Harlem's poverty, yet segregation and discrimination also produced strong social and 
political networks that served not only to meet immediate needs, but to mobilise thousands to demand 
a better life. In this extensively researched and well argued book, Cheryl Greenberg examines the 
growth in the 1930s of a widespread, activist, political culture in Harlem.

Or Does it Explode?

Nowhere was the transition from church-based aid to federal welfare state brought about by the Great 
Depression more dramatic than in the South. For a moment, the southern Protestant establishment 
turned to face the suffering that plantation capitalism pushed behind its image of planter's hatsand 



hoopskirts. When starving white farmers marched into an Arkansas town to demand food for their 
dying children and when priests turned away hungry widows and orphans because they were no 
needier than anyone else, southern clergy of both races spoke with one voice to say that they had 
done allthey could. It was time for a higher power to intervene. They looked to God, and then they 
looked to Roosevelt.When Roosevelt promised a new deal for the "forgotten man," Americans cheered, 
and when he took office, churches and private agencies gratefully turned much of the responsibility 
for welfare and social reform over to the state. Yet, argues historian Allison Collis Greene, Roosevelt's 
New Dealthreatened plantation capitalism even while bending to it. Black southern churches worked 
to secure benefits for their own communities while white churches divided over loyalties to Roosevelt 
and Jim Crow. Frustrated by their failure and fractured by divisions over the New Deal, leaders in 
the majorwhite Protestant denominations surrendered their moral authority in the South. Although the 
Protestant establishment retained a central role in American life for decades after the Depression, its 
slip from power made room for upstart Pentecostals and independent evangelicals, who emphasized 
personalrather than social salvation.

United States Academic Decathlon Curriculum

Widely regarded as the key text of the Harlem Renaissance, this landmark anthology of fiction, poetry, 
essays, drama, music, and illustration includes contributions by Langston Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston, 
Claude McKay, James Weldon Johnson, and other luminaries.

No Depression in Heaven

Intended for AP-focused American history high school students, this book supplies a complete quick 
reference source and study aide on the Great Depression and New Deal in America, covering the 
key themes, events, people, legislation, economics, and policies. The Great Depression and the New 
Deal remain key topics in American History that come up often as testing subject material. This 
book—comprising an introduction, encyclopedic A–Z entries, a chronology, thematic tagging, more 
than a dozen primary sources, Advanced Placement (AP) exam resources, and a bibliography—pro-
vides a complete resource for studying the themes, events, people, legislation, economics, and policy 
of the Great Depression and New Deal in America. It is ideally suited as a study resource for high 
school students studying to take the AP U.S. history course as well as undergraduates taking an 
introductory U.S. History survey course. The Great Depression and the New Deal: Key Themes and 
Documents supplies an easy-to-use guide to the central concepts, themes, and events of a pivotal era 
in American history that presents the Great Depression and New Deal in 10 thematic categories. While 
the focus of this book is on the AP course content itself rather than on the exam, it also features exam 
preparation-specific content, such as a sample documents-based essay question, a list of "Top Tips" 
for answering documents-based essay questions, and period-specific learning objectives that are in 
alignment with the new fall 2014 AP U.S. History curriculum framework.

New Negro: An Interpretation

For a brief time following the end of the U.S. Civil War, American political leaders had an oppor-
tunity—slim, to be sure, but not beyond the realm of possibility—to remake society so that black 
Americans and other persons of color could enjoy equal opportunity in civil and political life. It was 
not to be. With each passing year after the war—and especially after Reconstruction ended during 
the 1870s—American society witnessed the evolution of a new white republic as national leaders 
abandoned the promise of Reconstruction and justified their racial biases based on political, economic, 
social, and religious values that supplanted the old North-South/slavery-abolitionist schism of the 
antebellum era. A Long Dark Night provides a sweeping history of this too often overlooked period 
of African American history that followed the collapse of Reconstruction—from the beginnings of legal 
segregation through the end of World War II. Michael J. Martinez argues that the 1880s ushered in the 
dark night of the American Negro—a night so dark and so long that the better part of a century would 
elapse before sunlight broke through. Combining both a “top down” perspective on crucial political 
issues and public policy decisions as well as a “bottom up” discussion of the lives of black and white 
Americans between the 1880s and the 1940s, A Long Dark Night will be of interest to all readers 
seeking to better understand this crucial era that continues to resonate throughout American life today.

The Great Depression and the New Deal



"Since Brown v. Board of Education in 1954 Americans have viewed school integration as a central tenet 
of the black civil rights movement. Yet, school integration was not the only-or even always the domi-
nant-civil rights strategy. At times, African Americans also fought for separate, Black-controlled schools 
dedicated to racial uplift, community empowerment, and self-determination. An African American 
Dilemma offers a social history of debates over school integration within northern Black communities 
from the 1840s to the present. This broad geographical and temporal focus reveals that northern Black 
educational activists vacillated between a preference for either school integration or separation during 
specific eras. Yet, as there was never a consensus, this study also highlights the chorus of dissent, 
debate, and counter-narratives that pushed families to consider a fuller range of educational reforms. 
A sweeping historical analysis that covers the entire history of public education in the North, this study 
complicates our understanding of school integration by highlighting the diverse perspectives of Black 
students, parents, teachers, and community leaders all committed to improving public education. It 
finds that Black school integrationists and separatists have worked together in a dynamic tension that 
fueled effective strategies for educational reform and the black civil rights movement. This study draws 
on an enormous range of archival data including the black press, school board records, social science 
studies, the papers of civil rights activists, and court cases"--

A Long Dark Night

In the early days of 1937, the Ohio River, swollen by heavy winter rains, began rising. And rising. And 
rising. By the time the waters crested, the Ohio and Mississippi had climbed to record heights. Nearly 
four hundred people had died, while a million more had run from their homes. The deluge caused 
more than half a billion dollars of damage at a time when the Great Depression still battered the 
nation. Timed to coincide with the flood's seventy-fifth anniversary, The Thousand-Year Flood is the 
first comprehensive history of one of the most destructive disasters in American history. David Welky 
first shows how decades of settlement put Ohio valley farms and towns at risk and how politicians 
and planners repeatedly ignored the dangers. Then he tells the gripping story of the river's inexorable 
rise: residents fled to refugee camps and higher ground, towns imposed martial law, prisoners rioted, 
Red Cross nurses endured terrifying conditions, and FDR dispatched thousands of relief workers. In 
a landscape fraught with dangers—from unmoored gas tanks that became floating bombs to powerful 
currents of filthy floodwaters that swept away whole towns—people hastily raised sandbag barricades, 
piled into overloaded rowboats, and marveled at water that stretched as far as the eye could see. In 
the flood's aftermath, Welky explains, New Deal reformers, utopian dreamers, and hard-pressed locals 
restructured not only the flood-stricken valleys, but also the nation's relationship with its waterways, 
changes that continue to affect life along the rivers to this day. A striking narrative of danger and 
adventure—and the mix of heroism and generosity, greed and pettiness that always accompany dis-
aster—The Thousand-Year Flood breathes new life into a fascinating yet little-remembered American 
story.

An African American Dilemma

Housing experts and activists have long described the foundational role race has played in the creation 
of mass homeownership. This book insistently tracks the inverse: the role of mass homeownership in 
changing the definition, perception, and value of race. In The Residential is Racial Adrienne Brown 
reveals how mass homeownership remade the rubrics of race, from the early cases realtors made 
for homeownership's necessity to white survival through to the 1968 Fair Housing Act. Reading real 
estate archives and appraisal textbooks alongside literary works by F. Scott Fitzgerald, John Steinbeck, 
Lorraine Hansberry, Richard Wright, Gwendolyn Brooks, James Baldwin, Ralph Ellison, John Cheever, 
and Thomas Pynchon, Brown goes beyond merely identifying the discriminatory mechanisms that the 
real estate industry used to forestall black homeownership. Rather, she reveals that redlining and other 
forms of racial discrimination are perceptual modes, changing what it meant to sense race and assign 
it value. Resituating residential discrimination as a key moment within the history of perception and 
aesthetics as well as of policy, demography, and democracy, we get an even more expansive picture 
of both its origins and its impacts. This book discovers that the racial honing of perception on the 
block—seeing race like a bureaucrat, an appraiser, and a homeowner—has become central to the 
functioning of the residential itself.

The Thousand-Year Flood



In this book, Jason McDonald raises some new and challenging questions about the pattern of race 
relations experienced by Mexican Americans and African Americans in Austin, Texas, in the early 
twentieth century.--P. [4] of cover.

The Residential Is Racial

The award-winning Revisioning American History series continues with this “groundbreaking new 
history of Black women in the United States” (Ibram X. Kendi)—the perfect companion to An Indigenous 
People’s History of the United States and An African American and Latinx History of the United States. 
An empowering and intersectional history that centers the stories of African American women across 
400+ years, showing how they are—and have always been—instrumental in shaping our country. In 
centering Black women’s stories, two award-winning historians seek both to empower African American 
women and to show their allies that Black women’s unique ability to make their own communities while 
combatting centuries of oppression is an essential component in our continued resistance to systemic 
racism and sexism. Daina Ramey Berry and Kali Nicole Gross offer an examination and celebration 
of Black womanhood, beginning with the first African women who arrived in what became the United 
States to African American women of today. A Black Women’s History of the United States reaches far 
beyond a single narrative to showcase Black women’s lives in all their fraught complexities. Berry and 
Gross prioritize many voices: enslaved women, freedwomen, religious leaders, artists, queer women, 
activists, and women who lived outside the law. The result is a starting point for exploring Black women’s 
history and a testament to the beauty, richness, rhythm, tragedy, heartbreak, rage, and enduring love 
that abounds in the spirit of Black women in communities throughout the nation.

Racial Dynamics in Early Twentieth-Century Austin, Texas

The book illustrates financial markets from the point of view of their subjectivity, namely by analysing 
one of the most prominent figures among market operators: the speculator. Whereas many textbooks or 
monographs are strictly devoted to the analysis of financial law or history, this book tells a remarkable 
story based on markets’ boom-bust, expectations, banks’ fragilities, market sentiment, desires, and 
dreams. In light of this, D’Alvia provides unique financial knowledge and delivers a book that constitutes 
an outstanding introduction to the topic of the speculator through its historical account and its evolution 
till modern days. Academics, lawyers, financial regulators, and retail and qualified investors should 
save a space for it on their shelves.

A Black Women's History of the United States

West offers an overview of the lives of enslaved women in America by using a broad chronological 
perspective, considering themes and issues in their lives from the colonial era through to the end of 
the Civil War. She compares the lives of enslaved women—sometimes exceptional and sometimes 
ordinary—across time and space with the lives of enslaved men, and with the white men and women 
who held them in bondage. West draws upon a wide range of evidence in evaluating enslaved women's 
lives and considers the major methodological issues they pose in order to build a composite, or overall, 
picture of enslaved womanhood through "snapshots'' of different women at various stages of their 
life-cycles.

The Speculator of Financial Markets

Racism and discrimination have choked economic opportunity for African Americans at nearly every 
turn. At several historic moments, the trajectory of racial inequality could have been altered dramatically. 
But neither Reconstruction nor the New Deal nor the civil rights struggle led to an economically just 
and fair nation. Today, systematic inequality persists in the form of housing discrimination, unequal 
education, police brutality, mass incarceration, employment discrimination, and massive wealth and 
opportunity gaps. Economic data indicates that for every dollar the average white household holds in 
wealth the average black household possesses a mere ten cents. This compelling and sharply argued 
book addresses economic injustices head-on and make the most comprehensive case to date for 
economic reparations for U.S. descendants of slavery. Using innovative methods that link monetary 
values to historical wrongs, William Darity Jr. and A. Kirsten Mullen assess the literal and figurative 
costs of justice denied in the 155 years since the end of the Civil War and offer a detailed roadmap 
for an effective reparations program, including a substantial payment to each documented U.S. black 
descendant of slavery. This new edition features a new foreword addressing the latest developments on 



the local, state, and federal level and considering current prospects for a comprehensive reparations 
program.

Enslaved Women in America

Skinny House-A Memoir of Family is a coming-of-age story of the author’s father that highlights the 
meaning of family legacy. It covers themes of personal shame, intergenerational conflict, family fracture, 
resilience and success during the Great Depression.

From Here to Equality, Second Edition

Winner of the 2021 Society of Professors of Education Outstanding Book Award Historically, Americans 
of all stripes have concurred that teachers were essential to the success of the public schools 
and nation. However, they have also concurred that public school teachers were to blame for the 
failures of the schools and identified professionalization as a panacea. In Blaming Teachers, Diana 
D'Amico Pawlewicz reveals that historical professionalization reforms subverted public school teachers’ 
professional legitimacy. Superficially, professionalism connotes authority, expertise, and status. Pro-
fessionalization for teachers never unfolded this way; rather, it was a policy process fueled by blame 
where others identified teachers’ shortcomings. Policymakers, school leaders, and others understood 
professionalization measures for teachers as efficient ways to bolster the growing bureaucratic order 
of the public schools through regulation and standardization. Beginning in the mid-nineteenth century 
with the rise of municipal public school systems and reaching into the 1980s, Blaming Teachers traces 
the history of professionalization policies and the discourses of blame that sustained them.

Skinny House

How interactions of race and religion have influenced unity and division in the church At the center of 
the story of American Christianity lies an integral connection between race relations and Christian unity. 
Despite claims that Jesus Christ transcends all racial barriers, the most segregated hour in America is 
still Sunday mornings when Christians gather for worship. In Slavery’s Long Shadow fourteen historians 
and other scholars examine how the sobering historical realities of race relations and Christianity 
have created both unity and division within American churches from the 1790s into the twenty-first 
century. The book’s three sections offer readers three different entry points into the conversation: major 
historical periods, case studies, and ways forward. Historians as well as Christians interested in racial 
reconciliation will find in this book both help for understanding the problem and hope for building a 
better future. Contributors: Tanya Smith Brice Joel A. Brown Lawrence A. Q. Burnley Jeff W. Childers 
Wes Crawford James L. Gorman Richard T. Hughes Loretta Hunnicutt Christopher R. Hutson Kathy 
Pulley Edward J. Robinson Kamilah Hall Sharp Jerry Taylor D. Newell Williams

Blaming Teachers

In Between Slavery and Freedom, Julie Winch explores the complex world of those people of African 
birth or descent who occupied the “borderlands” between slavery and freedom in the 350 years from 
the founding of the first European colonies in what is today the United States to the start of the Civil 
War.

Slavery's Long Shadow

Paying Freedom's Price provides a comprehensive yet brief and readable history of the role of African 
Americans—both slave and free—from the decade leading up to the Civil War until its immediate 
aftermath. Rather than focusing on black military service, the white-led abolitionist movement, or 
Lincoln’s emergence as the great emancipator, Escott concentrates on the black military and civilian 
experience in the North as well as the South. He argues that African Americans—slaves, free Blacks, 
civilians, soldiers, men, and women— played a crucial role in transforming the sectional conflict into a 
war for black freedom. The book is organized chronologically as well as thematically. The chronological 
organization will help readers understand how the Civil War evolved from a war to preserve the Union 
to a war that sought to abolish slavery, but not racial inequality. Within this chronological framework, 
Escott provides a thematic structure, tracing the causes of the war and African American efforts to 
include abolition, black military service, and racial equality in the wartime agenda. Including a timeline, 
selected primary sources, and an extensive bibliographic essay, Escott’s book will be provide a superb 



starting point for students and general readers who want to explore in greater depth this important 
aspect of the Civil War and African American history.

Between Slavery and Freedom

A Pulitzer Prize-winning history of the mistreatment of black Americans. In this 'precise and eloquent 
work' - as described in its Pulitzer Prize citation - Douglas A. Blackmon brings to light one of the 
most shameful chapters in American history - an 'Age of Neoslavery' that thrived in the aftermath 
of the Civil War through the dawn of World War II. Using a vast record of original documents and 
personal narratives, Blackmon unearths the lost stories of slaves and their descendants who journeyed 
into freedom after the Emancipation Proclamation and then back into the shadow of involuntary 
servitude thereafter. By turns moving, sobering and shocking, this unprecedented account reveals 
these stories, the companies that profited the most from neoslavery, and the insidious legacy of racism 
that reverberates today.

Paying Freedom's Price

In 1964 an Urban League survey ranked Los Angeles as the most desirable city for African Americans 
to live in. In 1965 the city burst into flames during one of the worst race riots in the nation's history. 
How the city came to such a pass—embodying both the best and worst of what urban America offered 
black migrants from the South—is the story told for the first time in this history of modern black Los 
Angeles. A clear-eyed and compelling look at black struggles for equality in L.A.'s neighborhoods, 
schools, and workplaces from the Great Depression to our day, L.A. City Limits critically refocuses 
the ongoing debate about the origins of America's racial and urban crisis. Challenging previous 
analysts' near-exclusive focus on northern "rust-belt" cities devastated by de-industrialization, Josh 
Sides asserts that the cities to which black southerners migrated profoundly affected how they fared. 
He shows how L.A.'s diverse racial composition, dispersive geography, and dynamic postwar economy 
often created opportunities—and limits—quite different from those encountered by blacks in the urban 
North.

Slavery by Another Name

In A Working People, historian Steven A. Reich examines the economic, political and cultural forces that 
have built and broken America’s black workforce for centuries. From the abolition of slavery through the 
Civil Rights Movement and Great Recession, African Americans have been singularly disadvantaged 
members of the workforce, repeatedly denied access to the opportunities all Americans are to be 
afforded under the Constitution.

L.A. City Limits

A Working People
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