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Explore William Shakespeare's iconic collection of 154 sonnets, profound meditations on love, beauty, 
time, and mortality, alongside the poignant narrative poem 'A Lover's Complaint,' which details a young 
woman's sorrow over a faithless lover, both seminal works in English literature.
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The Sonnets and a Lover's Complaint

When this volume of Shakespeare's poems first appeared in 1609, he had already written most of 
the great plays that made him famous. The 154 sonnets - all but two of which are addressed to a 
beautiful young man or a treacherous 'dark lady' - contain some of the most exquisite and haunting 
poetry ever written, and deal with eternal subjects such as love and infidelity, memory and mortality, 
and the destruction wreaked by Time. Also included is A Lover's Complaint, originally published with 
the sonnets, in which a young woman is overheard lamenting her betrayal by a heartless seducer.

A Lover's Complaint

"A Lover's Complaint" is a narrative poem published as an appendix to the original edition of Shake-
speare's sonnets. It is given the title "A Lover's Complaint" in the book, which was published by Thomas 
Thorpe in 1609.Although published as Shakespeare's work, the poem's authorship has become a 
matter of critical debate. The majority opinion is that it is by Shakespeare.The poem consists of 
forty-seven seven-line stanzas written in the rhyme royal (with the rhyme scheme ababbcc), a metre 
and structure identical to that of Shakespeare's poem The Rape of Lucrece. In the poem, the speaker 
sees a young woman weeping at the edge of a river, into which she throws torn-up letters, rings, and 
other tokens of love. An old man asks the reason for her sorrow, and she responds by telling him of a 
former lover who pursued, seduced, and finally abandoned her. She concludes her story by conceding 
that she would fall for the young man's false charms again.Despite its appearance in the published 
collection of the sonnets, critics have often doubted attribution to Shakespeare. "A Lover's Complaint" 
contains many words and forms not found elsewhere in Shakespeare, including several archaisms 
and Latinisms, and is sometimes regarded as rhythmically and structurally awkward. Conversely, other 
critics have a high regard for the poem's quality – Edmond Malone called it "beautiful\

Shakespeare's Sonnets and A Lover's Complaint

This text was the first full study of the origins and authorship of A Lover's Complaint.
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Shakespeare's Sonnets and A Lover's Complaint

A Lover's Complaint is a narrative poem published as an appendix to the original edition of Shake-
speare's sonnets. It is given the title A Lover's Complaint in the book, which was published by Thomas 
Thorpe in 1609. Although published as Shakespeare's work, the poem's authorship has become a 
matter of critical debate. The majority opinion is that it is by Shakespeare.

Shakespeare, 'A Lover's Complaint', and John Davies of Hereford

This scarce antiquarian book is a facsimile reprint of the original. Due to its age, it may contain 
imperfections such as marks, notations, marginalia and flawed pages. Because we believe this work 
is culturally important, we have made it available as part of our commitment for protecting, preserving, 
and promoting the world's literature in affordable, high quality, modern editions that are true to the 
original work.

A Lover's Complaint Annotated

In this narrative poem, a young woman is seen crying by a river bed, tossing letters and gifts into 
the waters. When asked about her sorry state, the woman tells of how she was seduced into falling 
in love with a young man who ultimately abandoned her. Known as “The Bard of Avon,” William 
Shakespeare is arguably the greatest English-language writer known. Enormously popular during his 
life, Shakespeare’s works continue to resonate more than three centuries after his death, as has 
his influence on theatre and literature. Shakespeare’s innovative use of character, language, and 
experimentation with romance as tragedy served as a foundation for later playwrights and dramatists, 
and some of his most famous lines of dialogue have become part of everyday speech. HarperPerennial 
Classics brings great works of literature to life in digital format, upholding the highest standards in ebook 
production and celebrating reading in all its forms. Look for more titles in the HarperPerennial Classics 
collection to build your digital library.

Shakespeare's Sonnets

Shakespeare's sonnets are a collection of 154 sonnets, dealing with themes such as the passage of 
time, love, beauty and mortality, first published in a 1609 quarto entitled Shakespeares Sonnets. Venus 
and Adonis is a poem written in 1592–1593 and published in 1609. It recounts Venus' attempts to woo 
Adonis, their passionate coupling, and Adonis' rejection of the goddess, to which she responds with 
jealousy, with tragic results. The Rape of Lucrece, published in 1594, is a narrative poem focusing 
on the rape and tragic death of the title character and on the revenge that follows. The Passionate 
Pilgrim, published in 1599, is an anthology of 20 poems collected and published by William Jaggard that 
were attributed to "W. Shakespeare" on the title page, only five of which are considered authentically 
Shakespearean. These are two sonnets, later to be published in the 1609 collection of Shakespeare's 
sonnets, and three poems extracted from the play Love's Labour's Lost. The Phoenix and the Turtle, first 
published in 1601, is an allegorical poem about the death of ideal love, widely considered to be one of 
his most obscure works and has led to many conflicting interpretations. The poem describes a funeral 
arranged for the deceased Phoenix and Turtledove, the latter a traditional emblem of devoted love. A 
Lover's Complaint is a narrative poem published as an appendix to the original edition of Shakespeare's 
sonnets. It is given the title "A Lover's Complaint" in the book, which was published in 1609. William 
Shakespeare (1564 – 1616) was an English poet and playwright, widely regarded as the greatest writer 
in the English language and the world's pre-eminent dramatist.

Sonnets and A Lover's Complaint

A Narrative Poem Classic Shakespeare A Lover's Complaint William Shakespeare "A Lover's Com-
plaint" is a narrative poem published as an appendix to the original edition of Shakespeare's Sonnets. 
It is given the title "A Lover's Complaint" in the book, which was published by Thomas Thorpe in 1609. 
Although published as Shakespeare's work, the poem's authorship has become a matter of critical 
debate. The majority opinion is that it is by Shakespeare, though of inferior quality to his other works. 
The poem consists of forty-seven seven-line stanzas written in the rhyme royal (with the rhyme scheme 
ababbcc), a metre and structure identical to that of Shakespeare's poem The Rape of Lucrece. After 
a scene-setting introduction, the poem takes the form of a lengthy speech by an abandoned young 
woman, including a speech within her speech, as she recounts the words by which she was seduced. 
The poem begans with the speaker describing seeing a young woman weeping at the edge of a river, 



into which she throws torn-up letters, rings, and other tokens of love. An old man nearby approaches 
the woman and asks the reason for her sorrow. She responds by telling him of a former lover who 
pursued, seduced, and finally abandoned her.

Shakespeare's Sonnets and a Lovers Complaint (1870)

Excerpt from Shakespeare's Sonnets and a Lover's Complaint: With Introduction by W. H. Hadow 
Introduction One of Shakespeare's most amazing gifts is his power of inspiring with new life and interest 
a perfectly commonplace topic. Beethoven will sometimes take a theme so bare that you wonder at his 
wasting a thought on it - the bass it may be of a cadence, or three notes of a diatonic scale - and weave 
it straightway into a texture of unexpected and incomparable beauty: Shakespeare in like manner will 
take some familiar fact of human nature and by a fresh turn of idea or a fresh adjustment of relations 
reveal in it an unforeseen depth of purpose and significance. His most memorable scenes are often 
those which deal with simplest issues, his most memorable lines those which tell a plain thing in plain 
words: with the whole palette at his command he lays the foundation of his design upon a scheme of 
primary colours. Now there is one topic which is as old as romance itself: - that in which two men bound 
to one another by ties of friendship or service fall under the attraction of the same woman. It is the 
theme of Tristan and of Lancelot, it points the temptation-scene in Sir Gawayn, it has formed the plot of 
a thousand novels and the subject of a thousand lyrics. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes 
hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book 
is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to 
digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in 
the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may 
be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any 
imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.

A Lover's Complaint

A Lovers Complaint By William Shakespeare We are delighted to publish this classic book as part of 
our extensive Classic Library collection. Many of the books in our collection have been out of print 
for decades, and therefore have not been accessible to the general public. The aim of our publishing 
program is to facilitate rapid access to this vast reservoir of literature, and our view is that this is a 
significant literary work, which deserves to be brought back into print after many decades. The contents 
of the vast majority of titles in the Classic Library have been scanned from the original works. To ensure 
a high quality product, each title has been meticulously hand curated by our staff. Our philosophy has 
been guided by a desire to provide the reader with a book that is as close as possible to ownership of 
the original work. We hope that you will enjoy this wonderful classic work, and that for you it becomes 
an enriching experience.

The Complete Poems of William Shakespeare

A Lover's Complaint - William Shakespeare - A Classic Narrative Poem - "A Lover's Complaint" is 
a narrative poem published as an appendix to the original edition of Shakespeare's sonnets. It is 
given the title "A Lover's Complaint" in the book, which was published by Thomas Thorpe in 1609. 
Although published as Shakespeare's work, the poem's authorship has become a matter of critical 
debate. The majority opinion is that it is by Shakespeare, though of inferior quality to his other 
works. Despite its appearance in the published collection of the sonnets, critics have often doubted 
attribution to Shakespeare. "A Lover's Complaint" contains many words and forms not found elsewhere 
in Shakespeare, including several archaisms and Latinisms, and is sometimes regarded as rhythmically 
and structurally awkward. Conversely, other critics have a high regard for the poem's quality - Edmond 
Malone called it "beautiful," and suggested that Shakespeare may have been trying to compete with 
Edmund Spenser. Critics have seen thematic parallels to situations in Shakespeare's All's Well That 
Ends Well and Measure for Measure. According to John Kerrigan in Motives of Woe, the poem be 
regarded as an appropriate coda to the sonnets, with its narrative triangle of young woman, elderly 
man, and seductive suitor paralleling a similar triangle in the sonnets themselves.

A Lover's Complaint

A poem in 16 point type.
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Excerpt from Shakespeare's Sonnets and a Lover's Complaint: With Introduction by W. H. Hadow Thy 
edge Should blunter be than appetite. In LVII - the first hint of a wider rivalry: Nor dare I question with 
my jealous thought \\vhere you may be, or your affairs suppose, sad slave, stay and think of nought 
Save, where you are, how happy you make those. SO true a fool is love that in your will. About the 
Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at 
www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books 
uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst 
repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as 
a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority 
of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state 
of such historical works.

Shakespeare's Sonnets and a Lover's Complaint

William Shakespeare (bapt. 26 April 1564 - 23 April 1616) was an English playwright, poet, and actor, 
widely regarded as the greatest writer in the English language and the world's greatest dramatist. He 
is often called England's national poet and the "Bard of Avon" (or simply "the Bard"). His extant works, 
including collaborations, consist of some 39 plays, 154 sonnets, three long narrative poems, and a 
few other verses, some of uncertain authorship. His plays have been translated into every major living 
language and are performed more often than those of any other playwright. They also continue to be 
studied and reinterpreted.

A Lovers Complaint

Hardcover reprint of the original 1870 edition - beautifully bound in brown cloth covers featuring titles 
stamped in gold, 8vo - 6x9". No adjustments have been made to the original text, giving readers the 
full antiquarian experience. For quality purposes, all text and images are printed as black and white. 
This item is printed on demand. Book Information: Shakespeare, William. Shakespeare's Sonnets, And 
A Lover's Complaint. Reprinted In the Orthography, And Punctuation of the Original Edition of 1609. 
Indiana: Repressed Publishing LLC, 2012. Original Publishing: Shakespeare, William. Shakespeare's 
Sonnets, And A Lover's Complaint. Reprinted In the Orthography, And Punctuation of the Original 
Edition of 1609, . London, J.R. Smith, 1870.

A Lover's Complaint

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as 
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library 
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), 
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical 
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars 
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made 
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank 
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.



A Lover's Complaint - Large Print Edition

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as 
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library 
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), 
and other notations in the work.This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical 
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars 
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made 
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank 
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

William Shakespeare

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as 
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library 
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), 
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical 
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars 
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made 
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank 
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Shakespeare's Sonnets and a Lover's Complaint

The poem opens with a description of a young woman crying at the brink of a river, throwing torn-up 
letters, jewelry, and other mementos of love into the water. An elderly gentleman approaches the 
woman and inquires about her sadness. She reacts by telling him about a previous lover who chased 
her, seduced her, and then abandoned her. She describes in detail how her lover enticed her with a 
speech. The 154 sonnets, all but two of which are addressed to a beautiful young man, 'Mr W.H., ' or a 
treacherous 'dark lady, ' contain some of the most exquisite and haunting poetry ever written, and deal 
with timeless subjects like love and infidelity, memory and mortality, and Time's destructio

Shakespeare's A Lover's Complaint

Originally published in 1921. This volume from the Cornell University Library's print collections was 
scanned on an APT BookScan and converted to JPG 2000 format by Kirtas Technologies. All titles 
scanned cover to cover and pages may include marks, notations and other marginalia present in the 
original volume.

Shakespeare's Sonnets

Unlike some other reproductions of classic texts (1) We have not used OCR(Optical Character 
Recognition), as this leads to bad quality books with introduced typos. (2) In books where there are 
images such as portraits, maps, sketches etc We have endeavoured to keep the quality of these 
images, so they represent accurately the original artefact. Although occasionally there may be certain 
imperfections with these old texts, we feel they deserve to be made available for future generations to 
enjoy.

A Lover's Complaint (Esprios Classics)
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