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realist fiction.
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Gustave Flaubert's Madame Bovary

This comprehensive reference begins with an introductory chapter that overviews Flaubert's life and 
career. A detailed summary of the novel's plot is followed by a close examination of the novel's genesis, 
its publication history, and the merits of various editions and translations. Later chapters discuss the 
social and cultural contexts informing the work, Flaubert's literary craftsmanship, and the novel's critical 
reception. The volume concludes with extensive bibliographic information. Flaubert's determination to 
achieve stylistic and structural perfection led to the creation of his masterpiece, Madame Bovary. The 
achievement was long considered the exemplary novel in Western literature, and writers remain deeply 
indebted to its legacy.

Gustave Flaubert's Madame Bovary

This exquisite novel tells the story of one of the most compelling heroines in modern literature--Emma 
Bovary. "Madame Bovary has a perfection that not only stamps it, but that makes it stand almost alone; 
it holds itself with such a supreme unapproachable assurance as both excites and defies judgement." 
- Henry James Unhappily married to a devoted, clumsy provincial doctor, Emma revolts against the 
ordinariness of her life by pursuing voluptuous dreams of ecstasy and love. But her sensuous and 
sentimental desires lead her only to suffering corruption and downfall. A brilliant psychological portrait, 
Madame Bovary searingly depicts the human mind in search of transcendence. Who is Madame 
Bovary? Flaubert's answer to this question was superb: "Madame Bovary, c'est moi." Acclaimed as 
a masterpiece upon its publication in 1857, the work catapulted Flaubert to the ranks of the world's 
greatest novelists. This volume, with its fine translation by Lowell Bair, a perceptive introduction by Leo 
Bersani, and a complete supplement of essays and critical comments, is the indispensable Madame 
Bovary.

Madame Bovary

Drawing upon Flaubert's fictional works, travel writings, correspondence, and notes on his reading of 
the Bible and interest in iconography, Rogers traces the presence of a liturgical drama, a mystery 
play, in a text known as iconic of the realist novel. Showing how Flaubert's use of religious tales, 
topoi, and imagery extends beyond his retelling of saints' lives in the Tentation de Saint Antoine and 
the Trois contes, this study elucidates the biblical and devotional subcurrent in the story of Emma 
Bovary. Biblical episodes, religious emblems, and discussions of Catholic dogma link the adulterous 
heroine to the Virgin Mary, who emerges in the course of this subtle reading as the other heroine 
of the scandalous story. The 19th-century impulse to censor is embodied within the novel by two 
characters representing the secular and religious poles. The free-thinking pharmacist Homais and the 
parish priest concur only on the dangers of reading the Bible. When the novel itself was brought to 
trial for attacking religion, Flaubert's prosecutor and defense lawyer overlooked this condemnation of 
scripture. This study invites readers to pay close attention to the religious texts and traditions discussed 
and restaged in Madame Bovary to gain a new awareness of the narrow bond between theatre and 
religion in Flaubert's provinces.

Madame Bovary, Gustave Flaubert



Madame Bovary, moeurs de province by Gustave Flaubert. This book is a reproduction of the original 
book published in 1871 and may have some imperfections such as marks or hand-written notes.

Madame Bovary

In Dirt for Art's Sake, Elisabeth Ladenson recounts the most visible of modern obscenity trials involving 
scandalous books and their authors. What, she asks, do these often-colorful legal histories have to tell 
us about the works themselves and about a changing cultural climate that first treated them as filth and 
later celebrated them as masterpieces? Ladenson's narrative starts with Madame Bovary (Flaubert 
was tried in France in 1857) and finishes with Fanny Hill (written in the eighteenth century, put on trial 
in the United States in 1966); she considers, along the way, Les Fleurs du Mal, Ulysses, The Well of 
Loneliness, Lady Chatterley's Lover, Tropic of Cancer, Lolita, and the works of the Marquis de Sade. 
Over the course of roughly a century, Ladenson finds, two ideas that had been circulating in the form 
of avant-garde heresy gradually became accepted as truisms, and eventually as grounds for legal 
defense. The first is captured in the formula "art for art's sake"-the notion that a work of art exists in 
a realm independent of conventional morality. The second is realism, vilified by its critics as "dirt for 
dirt's sake." In Ladenson's view, the truth of the matter is closer to -dirt for art's sake-"the idea that the 
work of art may legitimately include the representation of all aspects of life, including the unpleasant 
and the sordid. Ladenson also considers cinematic adaptations of these novels, among them Vincente 
Minnelli's Madame Bovary, Stanley Kubrick's Lolita and the 1997 remake directed by Adrian Lyne, and 
various attempts to translate de Sade's works and life into film, which faced similar censorship travails. 
Written with a keen awareness of ongoing debates about free speech, Dirt for Art's Sake traces the 
legal and social acceptance of controversial works with critical acumen and delightful wit.

The Mystery Play in Madame Bovary Moeurs de Province

Reproduction of the original.

Madame Bovary, Moeurs de Province

Described by Henry James as 'one of the first of the classics' and so regarded ever since, MADAME 
BOVARY has touched generations of readers and moulded generations of writers. The story of a little 
woman in a provincial town who dreams of happiness and then perishes by her own hand is worked 
up by Flaubant into a profound and heart rending study of human bondage.

Dirt for Art's Sake

Henry James, renowned as one of the world’s great novelists, was also one of the most illuminating, 
audacious, and masterly critics of modern times. This Library of America volume is one of two volumes 
of the most extensive collection of his critical writings ever assembled, with many pieces never before 
available in book form. It includes reviews of a great number of European writers, especially French 
writers, along with more general essays and the Prefaces Henry James wrote for the New York Edition of 
his works, published between 1907 and 1909. More than one hundred reviews and essays are gathered 
by author, so that readers can trace the development of James’s complex, meditative, and highly volatile 
attitudes toward a wide spectrum of literature. James reviews the formidable Honoré de Balzac (with 
his “huge, all compassing, all desiring, all devouring love of reality”), Gustave Flaubert (“a pearl-diver, 
breathless in the thick element while he groped for the priceless word”), and Ivan Turgenev, the Russian 
visitor in Paris, with whom James felt great personal affinity, even though Tugenev “lacked the immense 
charm of absorbed inventiveness.” James delivers his critical judgments with great elegance and 
point, especially when he discusses the performance of other critics like Hippolyte Taine and Augustin 
Sainte-Beuve, and, of course, he can be wonderfully acerbic. An early moralistic essay on Baudelaire 
finds Poe “vastly the greater charlatan of the two, and the greater genius.” James brings his critical 
zest, exhilaration, and independence of judgment to bear on writers as diverse as Alphonse Daudet, 
George Sand, Victor Hugo, Guy de Maupassant, Théophile Gautier, J. W. von Goethe, and Gabriele 
D’Annunzio. Readers will find, in the complete collection of the Prefaces, one of literature’s most 
revealing artistic autobiographies, a wholly absorbing account of how writing gets written, and a vision 
of the possibilities for fiction which critics and novelists of later times will find immensely instructive and 
liberating. LIBRARY OF AMERICA is an independent nonprofit cultural organization founded in 1979 
to preserve our nation’s literary heritage by publishing, and keeping permanently in print, America’s 
best and most significant writing. The Library of America series includes more than 300 volumes to 



date, authoritative editions that average 1,000 pages in length, feature cloth covers, sewn bindings, 
and ribbon markers, and are printed on premium acid-free paper that will last for centuries.

Catalog of Copyright Entries. Third Series

Emma Bovary, the wife of a provincial doctor, seeks to escape her boredom by indulging in romantic 
fantasies and adulterous affairs.

Madame Bovary

Henry James (1843-1916) has been championed as an historian of social conscience and attacked as 
a spokesman for social privilege. His Americanness has been questioned by nativists and defended 
by Brahmins. Critics took issue with his lucidly complex style. "It's not that he bites off more than he 
can chew, but that he chews more than he bites off," a contemporary complained. Although he was an 
acknowledged master in his final years, James' narrow readership has dwindled in the century since 
his death. This book examines allusions, sources and affinities in James' vast body of work to interpret 
his literary intentions. Chapters provide close analysis of Daisy Miller, The American, The Beast in the 
Jungle and The Wings of the Dove. His fascination with poet Robert Browning is discussed, along with 
his complicated relationship with Marian "Clover" Adams and her husband, Henry, who was the author 
of The Education of Henry Adams. Instructors considering this book for use in a course may request 
an examination copy here.

Madame Bovary

Tale of Emma Bovary, a farmer's daughter, and her decline after she marries a stodgy husband.

Henry James: Literary Criticism Vol. 2 (LOA #23)

The Nineteenth-Century Novel: Identities provides an ideal starting point for understanding gender 
in the novels of this period. It explores the place of fiction in constructing gender identity within 
society at large, considering Madame Bovary, Portrait of a Lady and The Woman in White. The book 
continues with a consideration of the novel at the fin de siecle, examining Dracula, The Awakening and 
Heart of Darkness. These fascinating essays illuminate the ways in which the conventions of realism 
were disrupted as much by anxieties surrounding colonialism, decadence, degeneration and the 'New 
Woman' as by those new ideas about human psychology which heralded the advent of psychoanalysis. 
The concepts which are crucial to the understanding of the literature and society of the nineteenth 
century are brilliantly explained and discussed in this essential volume.

Madame Bovary

The essays in this collection show how the conventions of realism were transformed by new ideas about 
gender and race.

Gustave Flaubert's Madame Bovary

In an age of authorless, contextless, deconstructed texts, Francis-Noël Thomas argues that it is 
time to re-examine a fundamental but neglected concept of literature: writing is an action whose 
agent is an individual. Addressing both general readers and scholars, Thomas offers two cases, 
Bernard Shaw's Saint Joan and Marcel Proust's A la recherche du temps perdu, read against the 
background of the authors' large, eccentric, and surprisingly similar claims about their texts as acts. 
He examines what happens when we take these claims seriously enough to find out why the authors 
made them in the first place and what bearing they have on the texts themselves. Originally published 
in 1993. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make 
available previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. 
These editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable 
paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access 
to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press 
since its founding in 1905.

Reading Henry James



Madame Bovary is the debut novel of French writer Gustave Flaubert, published in 1856. The character 
lives beyond her means in order to escape the banalities and emptiness of provincial life.

Madame Bovary

Mock Ritual in the Modern Era explores the complex interrelations between ritual and mockery, the 
latter of which is not infrequently the unofficial face of claims to rationality. McGinnis and Smyth consider 
how the mocking and parodying of ritual often associated with modern rationalism may itself become 
ritualized, and other ways in which supposedly sham ritual may survive its "outing." This volume traces 
the evolution of "mock ritual" in various forms throughout the modern era, as found in literary, historical, 
and anthropological texts as well as encyclopedias, newspapers, and films. Mock Ritual in the Modern 
Era places famous eighteenth- and nineteenth-century authors in dialogue with contemporary popular 
culture, from Diderot, Sterne, and Flaubert to the TV shows Survivor and Judge Judy, and from Voltaire 
to the Charlie Hebdo tragedy of 2015. Ritualistic and mock ritualistic aspects of comedy and ridicule 
are considered along with those, notably, of sexuality, medicine, art, education, and justice.

The Nineteenth-Century Novel: Identities

The award-winning, nationally bestselling translation, by Lydia Davis, of one of the world’s most 
celebrated novels Emma Bovary is the original desperate housewife. Beautiful but bored, she spends 
lavishly on clothes and on her home and embarks on two disappointing affairs in an effort to make her 
life everything she believes it should be. Soon heartbroken and crippled by debts, she takes drastic 
action, with tragic consequences for her husband and daughter. In this landmark new translation of 
Gustave Flaubert's masterwork, award-winning writer and translator Lydia Davis honors the nuances 
and particulars of Flaubert's legendary prose style, giving new life in English to the book that redefined 
the novel as an art form. For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic 
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a 
global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust 
the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars 
and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.

The Nineteenth-century Novel

We were in class when the head-master came in, followed by a "new fellow," not wearing the school 
uniform, and a school servant carrying a large desk. Those who had been asleep woke up, and every 
one rose as if just surprised at his work. The head-master made a sign to us to sit down. Then, turning 
to the class-master, he said to him in a low voice— "Monsieur Roger, here is a pupil whom I recommend 
to your care; he'll be in the second. If his work and conduct are satisfactory, he will go into one of the 
upper classes, as becomes his age." The "new fellow," standing in the corner behind the door so that 
he could hardly be seen, was a country lad of about fifteen, and taller than any of us. His hair was cut 
square on his forehead like a village chorister's; he looked reliable, but very ill at ease. Although he 
was not broad-shouldered, his short school jacket of green cloth with black buttons must have been 
tight about the arm-holes, and showed at the opening of the cuffs red wrists accustomed to being bare. 
His legs, in blue stockings, looked out from beneath yellow trousers, drawn tight by braces, He wore 
stout, ill-cleaned, hob-nailed boots. We began repeating the lesson. He listened with all his ears, as 
attentive as if at a sermon, not daring even to cross his legs or lean on his elbow; and when at two 
o'clock the bell rang, the master was obliged to tell him to fall into line with the rest of us. When we came 
back to work, we were in the habit of throwing our caps on the ground so as to have our hands more 
free; we used from the door to toss them under the form, so that they hit against the wall and made 
a lot of dust: it was "the thing." But, whether he had not noticed the trick, or did not dare to attempt 
it, the "new fellow," was still holding his cap on his knees even after prayers were over. It was one of 
those head-gears of composite order, in which we can find traces of the bearskin, shako, billycock hat, 
sealskin cap, and cotton night-cap; one of those poor things, in fine, whose dumb ugliness has depths 
of expression, like an imbecile's face. Oval, stiffened with whalebone, it began with three round knobs; 
then came in succession lozenges of velvet and rabbit-skin separated by a red band; after that a sort 
of bag that ended in a cardboard polygon covered with complicated braiding, from which hung, at the 
end of a long thin cord, small twisted gold threads in the manner of a tassel. The cap was new; its peak 
shone.

The Writer Writing



First Published in 2001. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

Madame Bovary (Annotated)

First Published in 2004. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

Mock Ritual in the Modern Era

Madame Bovary scandalized its readers when it was first published in 1857. And the story itself remains 
as fresh today as when it was first written, a work that remains unsurpassed in its unveiling of character 
and society. It tells the tragic story of the romantic but empty-headed Emma Rouault. When Emma 
marries Charles Bovary, she imagines she will pass into the life of luxury and passion that she reads 
about in sentimental novels and women's magazines. But Charles is an ordinary country doctor, and 
provincial life is very different from the romantic excitement for which she yearns. In her quest to realize 
her dreams she takes a lover, Rodolphe, and begins a devastating spiral into deceit and despair. 
And Flaubert captures every step of this catastrophe with sharp-eyed detail and a wonderfully subtle 
understanding of human emotions.

Madame Bovary

Madame Bovary ( French, originally published as Madame Bovary: Provincial Manners (French: 
Madame Bovary: Moeurs de provin), is the debut novel of French writer Gustave Flaubert, published 
in 1856. The eponymous character lives beyond her means in order to escape the banalities and 
emptiness of provincial life.

Madame Bovary by Gustave Flaubert

Emma Bovary becomes bored with her life and embarks on an affair.

Madame Bovary

Life of Shakespeare - Summaries - Commentary - Hints for study.

Reception Study

The text of this Norton Critical Edition is based on Eleanor Marx Aveling's celebrated translation, revised 
by Paul de Man.

The Dangerous Potential of Reading

Sees in the disjunction between the narrative function and the textual function of mid-19th-century 
French literature, a reflection of the general malaise that swept the country in the wake of the failed 
revolution of 1848. Considers the works of Flaubert, Nerval, Baudelaire, Gautier, and Hugo. First 
published in French in 1987. Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR

Madame Bovary by Gustave Flaubert

The graphic novel is the most exciting literary format to emerge in the past thirty years. Among its 
more inspired uses has been the superlative adaptation of literary classics. Unlike the comic book 
abridgments aimed at young readers of an earlier era, today’s graphic novel adaptations are created 
for an adult audience, and capture the subtleties of sophisticated written works. This first ever collection 
of essays focusing on graphic novel adaptations of various literary classics demonstrates how graphic 
narrative offers new ways of understanding the classics, including the works of Homer, Poe, Flaubert, 
Conrad and Kafka, among many others.

Madame Bovary Illustrated

Francis Steegmuller's beautifully executed double portrait of Madame Bovary and her maker is a 
remarkable and unusual biographical study, a sensitive and detailed account of how an unpromising 
young man turns himself into one of the world's greatest novelists. Steegmuller starts with the young 
Flaubert, prone to mysterious fits, hypochondriacal, at odds with and yet dependent on his bourgeois 
family. Then, drawing on Flaubert's voluminous correspondence, Steegmuller tracks his subject through 
friendships and love affairs, a trip to the Orient, nervous breakdown and tenuous recovery, and finally 



into the study, where a mind at once restless and jaded finds a focus in the precisely detailed reality of 
an imagined woman, utterly ordinary in her unhappiness, whose story was to revolutionize literature.

French News

Madame Bovary: Large Printby Gustave FlaubertMadame Bovary (full French title: Madame Bovary. 
Moeurs de province) is the debut novel of French writer Gustave Flaubert, published in 1856. The 
character lives beyond her means in order to escape the banalities and emptiness of provincial life.

Madame Bovary

"The author explores this tradition in depth and defines it with a breadth of vision, a dynamic vigor 
and freedom rarely paralleled today....His method, flexible, generous, humane in the best sense of the 
word, eschews pedantry, dogma, useless theorizing and scholastic argumentation."--The New York 
Times Book Review. "I wish to make it clear that The Gates of Horn represents an outstanding critical 
accomplishment."--Saturday Review. In the Odyssey, Homer describes two gates of the imagination: 
one of ivory through which fictitious dreams pass, and the other of horn, through which nothing but the 
truth may pass. Realism is the type of literature that passes through the horn, and in this significant 
study of the genre Levin examines a major form of Realism--the French novel--and focuses on five of 
its masters--Stendahl, Balzac, Flaubert, Zola, and Proust. Now available in paperback, Levin's study 
is a veritable reconstruction of the artistic and intellectual life of a nation.

Madame Bovary

Madame Bovary, originally published as Madame Bovary: Provincial Manners, is the debut novel of 
French writer Gustave Flaubert, published in 1856. The eponymous character lives beyond her means 
in order to escape the banalities and emptiness of provincial life.

William Shakespeare

Madame Bovary
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Madame Bovary – Thug Notes Summary & Analysis - Madame Bovary – Thug Notes Summary & 
Analysis by Wisecrack 397,558 views 7 years ago 10 minutes, 46 seconds - From plot debriefs 
to key motifs, Thug Notes' Madame Bovary, Summary & Analysis has you covered with themes, 
symbols, ...
Madame Bovary racontée par le manuscrit original de Flaubert - Madame Bovary racontée par le 
manuscrit original de Flaubert by France Culture 45,014 views 2 years ago 6 minutes, 6 seconds - 
Demandez à votre entourage de citer un roman de Flaubert,, "Madame Bovary," reviendra à coup 
sûr. L'écrivain passa 5 ans à ...
Madame Bovary por Gustave Flaubert | Resúmenes de Libros - Madame Bovary por Gustave 
Flaubert | Resúmenes de Libros by InfoLibros 33,296 views 1 year ago 5 minutes, 12 seconds - 
Madame Bovary, es una de las novelas más emblemáticas del realismo literario, durante el siglo 
XIX. Fue escrita con evidente ...
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