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Explore the profound and lasting impact of the plague across Tudor and Stuart England. This insightful 
study delves into how recurrent epidemics shaped society, economy, and culture during these pivotal 
periods of British history, offering a comprehensive look at an era defined by disease.
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The Impact of Plague in Tudor and Stuart England

"Plague: A Very Short Introduction explores the historical and social impact of plague from the earliest 
times. Throughout history, plague has been the cause of many major catastrophes, from the Black 
Death of 1348 to devastating epidemics in China and India in the late 1800s. Today, Corona-virus serves 
as a powerful reminder that we have not escaped the global impact of epidemic diseases. This VSI 
demonstrates the influence of plague on modern notions of government and public health, examining 
how plague has been interpreted in different times and place. It includes evidence from ancient DNA 
on the nature of plague and the latest research on plague in the Middle East"--

Plague: a Very Short Introduction

This book reconstructs the personal and political life of John Dudley (1504-1553), Viscount Lisle, Earl of 
Warwick and Duke of Northumberland. For three and a half years (1549-1553) as Lord President of the 
Council, he was the leader of Edward VI's minority government. His involvement in the notorious attempt 
to frustrate Mary's succession to the throne in favour of his daughter-in-law, Jane Grey, contributed 
substantially to the evil reputation which clung to him both at the time and since. He is conventionally 
portrayed as an ambitious, unscrupulous man, who embraced and renounced the Reformation to suit 
his own purposes. The fact that his father was Henry VII's detested financial agent Edmund Dudley, and 
one of his sons the colourful Earl of Leicester, has helped to confirm his unprincipled image. Now his 
reputation is being reassessed, but historians have concentrated almost entirely on his years in power 
- the last four years of his life. Drawing upon new research, Professor Loades looks at John Dudley's 
whole career and by considering the lives of his father, Edmund, and his sons, places him in longer 
historical perspective. A new and important interpretation of the Tudor service nobility emerges in which 
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John Dudley is seen not merely as an overmighty subject and kingmaker, but first and foremost as a 
servant of the English Crown.

John Dudley, Duke of Northumberland, 1504-1553

This book is a classic study of a disease which had a profound impact on the history of Tudor and 
Stuart England. Plague was both a personal affliction and a social calamity, regularly decimating urban 
populations. Slack vividly describes the stresses which plague imposed on individuals, families, and 
whole communities, and the ways in which people tried to explain, control, and come to terms with it.

The Plague Reconsidered

In Lost Books and Printing in London, 1557-1640 Alexandra Hill uses modern digital approaches to 
bibliography to reveal and analyse the entries of lost books in the Stationers’ Company Register.

The Impact of Plague in Tudor and Stuart England

In seeking to portray a more positive image of young people in the 16th and 17th centuries, this study 
surveys attitudes and activities to demonstrate that youth had a creative presence, an identity, and a 
historical significance which was never fully explored.

Lost Books and Printing in London, 1557-1640

In Sanctifying Misandry, Katherine Young and Paul Nathanson challenge an influential version of 
modern goddess religion, one that undermines sexual equality and promotes hatred in the form of 
misandry - the sexist counterpart of misogyny.

Youth and Authority

"During the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, English numerical practices underwent a complex 
transformation with wide-ranging impacts on English society and modes of thought. At the beginning 
of the early modern period, English men and women believed that God had made humans universally 
numerate, although numbers were not central to their everyday lives. Over the next two centuries, 
rising literacy rates and the increasing availability of printed books revolutionized modes of arithmetical 
education, upended the balance between the multiple symbolic systems used to express popular 
numeracy, and contributed to a wider transformation in numbers as a technology of knowledge"--

Sanctifying Misandry

Examines the causes, effects, and legacy of the epidemic that killed millions of people in Europe during 
the fourteenth century.

By the Numbers

This 2003 book is a full-scale history of early modern English literature, offering perspectives on 
English literature produced in Britain between the Reformation and the Restoration. While providing the 
general coverage and specific information expected of a major history, its twenty-six chapters address 
recent methodological and interpretive developments in English literary studies. The book has five 
sections: 'Modes and Means of Literary Production, Circulation, and Reception', 'The Tudor Era from 
the Reformation to Elizabeth I', 'The Era of Elizabeth and James VI', 'The Earlier Stuart Era', and 'The 
Civil War and Commonwealth Era'. While England is the principal focus, literary production in Scotland, 
Ireland and Wales is treated, as are other subjects less frequently examined in previous histories, 
including women's writings and the literature of the English Reformation and Revolution. This history 
is an essential resource for specialists and students.

The Great Plague

Safeguarding public interest was vital to early modern state legitimacy in Western Europe and East 
Asia. Wenkai He identifies similar patterns in state-society interactions surrounding public goods 
provision and explores how conflicts over public interest led to calls for fundamental political change 
and to modern representative politics.

The Cambridge History of Early Modern English Literature



Early seventeenth-century London playwrights used actual locations in their comedies while simulta-
neously exploring London as an imagined, ephemeral, urban space. Producing Early Modern London 
examines this tension between representing place and producing urban space. In analyzing the 
theater’s use of city spaces and places, Kelly J. Stage shows how the satirical comedies of the early 
seventeenth century came to embody the city as the city embodied the plays. Stage focuses on city 
plays by George Chapman, Thomas Dekker, William Haughton, Ben Jonson, John Marston, Thomas 
Middleton, and John Webster. While the conventional labels of “city comedy” or “citizen comedy” have 
often been applied to these plays, she argues that London comedies defy these genre categorizations 
because the ruptures, expansions, conflicts, and imperfections of the expanding city became a part 
of their form. Rather than defining the “city comedy,” comedy in this period proved to be the genre of 
London. As the expansion of London’s social space exceeded the strict confines of the “square mile,” the 
city burgeoned into a new metropolis. The satiric comedies of this period became, in effect, playgrounds 
for urban experimentation. Early seventeenth-century playwrights seized the opportunity to explore 
the myriad ways in which London worked, taking the expected—a romance plot, a typical father-son 
conflict, a cross-dressing intrigue—and turning it into a multifaceted, complex story of interaction and 
proximity.

Public Interest and State Legitimation

This collection offers readers a timely encounter with the historical experience of people adapting 
to a pandemic emergency and the corresponding narrative representation of that crisis, as early 
modern writers transformed the plague into literature. The essays examine the impact of the plague 
on health, politics, and religion as well as on the plays, prose fiction, and plague bills that stand as 
witnesses to the experience of a society devastated by contagious disease. Readers will find physicians 
and moralists wrestling with the mysteries of the disease; erotic escapades staged in plague-time 
plays; the poignant prose works of William Bullein and Thomas Dekker; the bodies of monarchs who 
sought to protect themselves from plague; the chameleon-like nature of the plague as literal disease 
and as metaphor; and future strains of plague, literary and otherwise, which we may face in the 
globally-minded, technology-dependent, and ecologically-awakened twenty-first century. The bubonic 
plague compelled change in all aspects of lived experience in Early Modern England, but at the same 
time, it opened space for writers to explore new ideas and new literary forms—not all of them somber or 
horrifying and some of them downright hilarious. By representing the plague for their audiences, these 
writers made an epidemic calamity intelligible: for them, the dreaded disease could signify despair but 
also hope, bewilderment but also a divine plan, quarantine but also liberty, death but also new life.

Producing Early Modern London

A 400-year history of the development of alchemy in England that brings to light the evolution of the 
practice. In medieval and early modern Europe, the practice of alchemy promised extraordinary physical 
transformations. Who would not be amazed to see base metals turned into silver and gold, hard iron 
into soft water, and deadly poison into elixirs that could heal the human body? To defend such claims, 
alchemists turned to the past, scouring ancient books for evidence of a lost alchemical heritage and 
seeking to translate their secret language and obscure imagery into replicable, practical effects. Tracing 
the development of alchemy in England over four hundred years, from the beginning of the fourteenth 
century to the end of the seventeenth, Jennifer M. Rampling illuminates the role of alchemical reading 
and experimental practice in the broader context of national and scientific history. Using new manuscript 
sources, she shows how practitioners like George Ripley, John Dee, and Edward Kelley, as well as 
many previously unknown alchemists, devised new practical approaches to alchemy while seeking 
the support of English monarchs. By reconstructing their alchemical ideas, practices, and disputes, 
Rampling reveals how English alchemy was continually reinvented over the space of four centuries, 
resulting in changes to the science itself. In so doing, The Experimental Fire bridges the intellectual 
history of chemistry and the wider worlds of early modern patronage, medicine, and science.

Representing the Plague in Early Modern England

An overview of deadly diseases from throughout world history spanning from prehistoric civilizations 
to the twenty-first century. All you need for a plague to go pandemic are population clusters and 
travelers spreading the bacterial or viral pathogens. Many prehistoric civilizations died fast, leaving 
cities undamaged to mystify archeologists. Plague in Athens killed 30% of the population 430–426 BCE. 
When Roman Emperor Justinian I caught bubonic plague in 541 CE, contemporary historian Procopius 



described his symptoms: fever, delirium and buboes—large black swellings of the lymphatic glands in 
the groin, under the arms and behind the ears. That bubonic plague killed twenty-five million people 
around the Mediterranean. Later dubbed Black Death, it killed fifty million people 1346-1353, returning 
to London forty times in the next 300 years. The third bubonic plague pandemic started 1894 in China, 
claiming fifteen million lives, largely in Asia, before dying down in the 1950s after visiting San Francisco 
and New York. But it also hit Madagascar in 2014, and the Congo and Peru. The cause, yersinia pestis 
was identified in 1894. Infected fleas from rats on merchant ships were blamed for spreading it, but 
Porton Down scientists have a worrying explanation why the plague spread so fast. Any disease can 
go epidemic. Everyday European infections brought to the Americas by Cortes’ conquistadores killed 
millions of the natives, whose posthumous revenge was the syphilis the Spaniards brought back to 
Europe. The mis-named Spanish flu, brought from Kansas to Europe by U.S. troops in 1918 caused 
more than fifty million deaths. Fifty years later, H3N2 flu from Hong Kong killed more than a million 
people. One coronavirus produces the common cold, for which neither vaccine nor cure has been 
found, despite the loss of millions of working days each year. Chillingly, historian Douglas Boyd lists 
many other sub-microscopic killers still waiting for tourism and trade to bring them to us.

The Experimental Fire

Susan Sontag in Illness as Metaphor and AIDS and Its Metaphors points to the vital connection 
between metaphors and bodily illnesses, though her analyses deal mainly with modern literary 
works. This collection of essays examines the vast extent to which rhetorical figures related to 
sickness and health-metaphor, simile, pun, analogy, symbol, personification, allegory, oxymoron, and 
metonymy-inform medieval and early modern literature, religion, science, and medicine in England 
and its surrounding European context. In keeping with the critical trend over the past decade to 
foreground the matter of the body and the emotions, these essays track the development of sustained, 
nuanced rhetorics of bodily disease and health ” physical, emotional, and spiritual. The contributors 
to this collection approach their intriguing subjects from a wide range of timely, theoretical, and 
interdisciplinary perspectives, including the philosophy of language, semiotics, and linguistics; ecology; 
women's and gender studies; religion; and the history of medicine. The essays focus on works by Dante, 
Chaucer, Spenser, Shakespeare, Donne, and Milton among others; the genres of epic, lyric, satire, 
drama, and the sermon; and cultural history artifacts such as medieval anatomies, the arithmetic of 
plague bills of mortality, meteorology, and medical guides for healthy regimens.

Plagues and Pandemics

Statues of Thomas Hooker and Samuel Stone grace downtown Hartford, Connecticut, but few residents 
are aware of the distinctive version of Puritanism that these founding ministers of Harford's First Church 
carried into to the Connecticut wilderness (or indeed that the city takes its name from Stone's English 
birthplace). Shaped by interpretations of the writings of Saint Augustine largely developed during the 
ministers' years at Emmanuel College, Cambridge, Hartford's church order diverged in significant ways 
from its counterpart in the churches of the Massachusetts Bay Colony. Hartford Puritanism argues for a 
new paradigm of New England Puritanism. Hartford's founding ministers, Baird Tipson shows, both fully 
embraced - and even harshened - Calvin's double predestination. Tipson explores the contributions 
of the lesser-known William Perkins, Alexander Richardson, and John Rogers to Thomas Hooker's 
thought and practice: the art and content of his preaching, as well as his determination to define and 
impose a distinctive notion of conversion on his hearers. The book draws heavily on Samuel Stone's 
The Whole Body of Divinity, a comprehensive exposition of his thought and the first systematic theology 
written in the American colonies. Virtually unknown today, The Whole Body of Divinity not only provides 
the indispensable intellectual context for the religious development of early Connecticut but also offers 
a more comprehensive description of the Puritanism of early New England than any other document.

Rethinking the Henrician Era

Timeline that spans the history of medicine, from the prehistoric trepanning of skulls to modern 
microsurgery.

Rhetorics of Bodily Disease and Health in Medieval and Early Modern England

This book contains expansive, multifaceted narrative of British women's literary and textual production 
from the Reformation to the Restoration.



Hartford Puritanism

This, the first book in the series, explores cities from the earliest earth built settlements to the dawn 
of the industrial age exploring ancient, Medieval, early modern and renaissance cities. Among the 
cities examined are Uruk, Babylon, Thebes, Athens, Rome, Constantinople, Baghdad, Siena, Florence, 
Antwerp, London, Paris, Amsterdam, Mexico City, Timbuktu, Great Zimbabwe, Hangzhou, Beijing and 
Hankou Among the technologies discussed are: irrigation, water transport, urban public transport, 
aqueducts, building materials such as brick and Roman concrete, weaponry and fortifications, street 
lighting and public clocks.

The Illustrated Timeline of Medicine

This book argues that the destruction of Jerusalem is a key explanatory trope for early modern texts.

A History of Early Modern Women's Literature

No period of British history generates such deep interest as the reign of Elizabeth I, from 1558 to 1603. 
The individuals and events of that era continue to be popular topics for contemporary literature and film, 
and Elizabethan drama, poetry, and music are studied and enjoyed everywhere by students, scholars, 
and the general public. The Historical Dictionary of the Elizabeth World provides clear definitions and 
descriptions of people, events, institutions, ideas, and terminology relating in some significant way to 
the Elizabethan period. The first dictionary of history to focus exclusively on the reign of Elizabeth I, the 
Dictionary is also the first to take a broad trans-Atlantic approach to the period by including relevant 
individuals and terms from Irish, Scottish, Welsh, American, and Western European history. Editors' 
Choice: Reference

Pre-Industrial Cities and Technology

Examines the social and political contexts of bubonic plague in colonial Senegal from 1914 to 1945.

The Destruction of Jerusalem in Early Modern English Literature

Childhood in Question explores the historical development, from the 1600s to the 1960s, of childhood 
experience. Drawing on artifacts as diverse as state papers, legal records, diaries, letters and oral 
sources, the authors probe a series of key issues: the definition of "the child" and the formation of 
identity; the emotional world of childhood; the changing attitudes of the state to family intimacy and 
parent-child relations; the sexuality of children; children and authority; and children and crime.

Historical Dictionary of the Elizabethan World

A key volume on a central aspect of the history of medicine and its social relations, The History of 
Healthcare in Public and Private examines how the modernisation of healthcare resulted in a wide 
variety of changing social arrangements in both public and private spheres. This book considers a 
comprehensive range of topics ranging from children's health, mental disorders and the influence of 
pharmaceutical companies to the systems of twentieth century healthcare in Britain, Eastern Europe 
and South Africa. Covering a broad chronological, thematic and global scope, chapters discuss key 
themes such as how changing economies have influenced configurations of healthcare, how access 
has varied according to lifecycle, ethnicity and wealth, and how definitions of public and private have 
shifted over time. Containing illustrations and a general introduction that outlines the key themes 
discussed in the volume, The History of Healthcare in Public and Private is essential reading for any 
student interested in the history of medicine.

Epidemic Disease in London

Divine Doctors and Dreadful Distempers examines the discourse of seventeenth-century English 
physicians to demonstrate that physicians utilized cultural attitudes and beliefs to create medical theory. 
They meshed moralism with medicine to self-fashion an image of themselves as knowledgeable health 
experts whose education assured good judgment and sage advice, and whose interest in the health 
of their patients surpassed the peddling of a single nostrum to everyone. The combination of morality 
with medicine gave them the support of the influential godly in society because physicians’ theories 
about disease and its prevention supported contemporary concerns that sinfulness was rampant. 
Particularly disturbing to the godly were sins deemed most threatening to the social order: lascivi-



ousness, ungodliness, and unruliness, all of which were most clearly and threateningly manifested 
in the urban poor. Physicians’ medical theories and suggestions for curbing some of the most feared 
and destructive diseases in the seventeenth century, most notably plague and syphilis, focused on 
reforming or incarcerating the sick and sinful poor. Doing so helped propel physicians to an elevated 
position in the hierarchy of healers competing for patients in seventeenth-century England.

Black Death, White Medicine

This work provides insights into important moments in the European colonization project in Africa, 
and into structural intersections between the active agents of colonialism and the different layers of 
Africa's socio-political structures. It reveals the indispensability of the African peoples, their pre-colonial 
establishments, and knowledge of the colonial encounter. The book also clarifies the significant impact 
that African people's choices, chances, mistakes, and internal politics had in structuring their colonial 
experience and European dominance. Colonized Africans and colonizing Europeans had to negotiate 
the nature of their relationship: the grid, nexus, and hierarchy of colonial power and authority were 
constantly under construction, deconstruction, and reconstruction. African Agency and European 
Colonialism expounds upon these beclouded features of Africa's engagement of colonialism. It is 
appropriate for students, scholars, political analysts, sociologists, and other professionals interested in 
the social and political history of Africa. Book jacket.

Childhood in Question

Penury into Plenty: Dearth and the Making of Knowledge in Early Modern England is an original 
examination of cultural meanings of dearth and famine in England at the turn of the sixteenth century. 
It focuses on the socio-economic and ecological crises of the 1590s, investigating the effects of 
widespread fears of famine on mundane activities and knowledge making by analyzing the reme-
dial measures undertaken by the early modern English to illustrate their commitment to resource 
management. The activities, theories, and publications of the prolific ‘dearth scientist’ Sir Hugh Platt 
are considered alongside other forms of literature such as sermons, plays, poetry and prose fiction 
to explain not only what dearth or famine meant in the period, but how contemporaries understood 
sustainable resource management. By drawing upon environmental, economic, scientific, and literary 
history and theory, Penury into Plenty allows modern readers to see that sustainability is not a 
wholly modern concept and the investigation of cultural forms of ecological consciousness and social 
consequences of past environmental change is vital for understanding contemporary concerns.

Healthcare in Private and Public from the Early Modern Period to 2000

Curtis Breight challenges the view that Renaissance English rulers could not dominate their domestic 
population. He argues, alternatively, that the Elizabethan state was controlled by the Cecilian faction, 
which maintained power by focusing English energies outwardly. Cecilians launched relentless assaults 
by land and sea against England's neighbours. By the 1590s their policies had enriched a few yet 
destroyed countless people, and this book reads the drama of Christopher Marlowe and William 
Shakespeare in relation to ongoing national and international conflict.

Divine Doctors and Dreadful Distempers

Reveals the deep roots of the UK's lack of resilience when COVID-19 hit and sets out an ambitious 
manifesto for change.

African Agency and European Colonialism

This book presents new research about Shakespeare's connections with London. Stratford made 
the man, but London made the phenomenon that is Shakespeare. This book explores Stratford's 
established links with the capital and seeks to acknowledge those who inhabited Shakespeare's milieu, 
or played some part in shaping his writing and acting career.

Penury into Plenty

Writings by early-modern English artisans are rare and thus precious. London wood-turner and puritan, 
Nehemiah Wallington (1598-1658) is exceptional for having compiled fifty notebooks between 1618 and 
1654. Although only seven of these are extant, they not only provide a wealth of valuable information 
about life in seventeenth-century London, but more importantly give access to the author's personal 



world, both inner and outer. Providing substantial excerpts from the surviving notebooks, this edition 
covers the broad range of subjects that animated Wallington's everyday life. Accounts of incidents 
in his domestic, working and religious life sit side by side with sustained meditations on his spiritual 
state; reports on national events are given, along with their possible providential meanings. Particularly 
illuminating are Wallington's reflections on his own mental wellbeing, at times suicidal, at others ecstatic. 
From letters on religious matters to expressions of anxiety over the illnesses and mishaps of his wife 
and children, from vexed thoughts about money matters to chronicling the tumults of civil war London, 
this collection provides a window into everyday life in seventeenth-century England. By making the 
writings of Nehemiah Wallington available in a modern edited edition, fully footnoted and referenced, 
together with a substantial scholarly introduction, we hope that this little-known London wood-turner 
will soon take his deserved place besides Pepys and Evelyn as one of the authentic voices commenting 
on early modern England.

Surveillance, Militarism and Drama in the Elizabethan Era

The interrelated demographic, economic, religious, and cultural transformations that England experi-
enced in the late sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries were most pronounced in larger towns in 
the south and east, such as Colchester in Essex. The effects produced by these changes led to an effort 
at social and sexual regulation by the town's more prosperous residents, in order to control and modify 
the negative impact on the local population, especially the poor. This book provides an in-depth portrait 
of an urban setting, discussing both wrongdoers themselves and the motivations of the craftsmen and 
tradesmen - the «middling sorts» - who enforced local standards of conduct.

After the Virus

How did early modern people imagine their bodies? What impact did the new disease syphilis and 
recurrent outbreaks of plague have on these mental landscapes? Why was the glutted belly such a 
potent symbol of pathology? Ranging from the Reformation through the English Civil War, Fictions of 
Disease in Early Modern England is a unique study of a fascinating cultural imaginary of 'disease' 
and its political consequences. Healy's original approach illuminates the period's disease-impregnated 
literature, including works by Shakespeare, Milton, Dekker, Heywood and others.

Shakespeare and London

How can we make society more resilient to outbreaks and avoid forcing the poor and working class to 
bear the brunt of their harm? When an epidemic outbreak occurs, the most physical and financial harm 
historically falls upon the people who can least afford it: the economically and socially marginalized. 
Where people live and work, how they commute and socialize, and more have a huge impact on 
the risks we bear during an outbreak. In The Rich Flee and the Poor Take the Bus, economist Troy 
Tassier examines examples ranging from the 430 BCE plague of Athens to the COVID-19 pandemic 
to demonstrate why marginalized groups bear the largest burden of epidemic costs—and how to 
avoid these systemic failures in the future. The links between epidemics and social issues—such 
as inequality, discrimination, and financial insecurity—are not always direct or clear. Tassier reveals 
truths hidden in plain sight, from the way population density statistics can be misleading to the 
often-misunderstood differences between risk and uncertainty. The disproportionate harm experienced 
by marginalized individuals is not the product of their own decisions; instead, the collective choices of 
society and the tangled web of interactions across people and communities leave these groups most 
exposed to the perils of epidemics. However, there is reason to hope. Utilizing a wealth of economic 
and population data, Tassier argues that we can leverage lessons learned from historic and recent 
outbreaks to design better economic and social policies and more just institutions to protect everyone 
in society when inevitable future epidemics arrive.

The Notebooks of Nehemiah Wallington, 1618–1654

This is a major synthesis of the knowledge and practice of early modern English medicine in its social 
and cultural contexts. The book vividly maps out some central areas: remedies (and how they were 
made credible), notions of disease, advice on preventive medicine and on healthy living, and how 
surgeons worked upon the body and their understanding of what they were doing. The structures 
of practice and knowledge examined in the first part of the book came to be challenged in the 
later seventeenth century, when the 'new science' began to overturn the foundation of established 
knowledge. However, as the second part of the book shows, traditional medical practice was so well 



entrenched in English culture that much of it continued into the eighteenth century. Various changes 
did however occur, which set the agenda for later medical treatment and which are discussed in the 
final chapter.

The Middling Sort and the Politics of Social Reformation

"Shedding critical new light on the diverse forms of Puritan belief and practice in England, Scotland, and 
New England, Hall provides a multifaceted account of a cultural movement that judged the Protestant 
reforms of Elizabeth's reign to be unfinished"--Provided by publisher.

Fictions of Disease in Early Modern England

The Rich Flee and the Poor Take the Bus
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