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The fortifications and defense of Constantinople were legendary, crucial for its survival for over a 
millennium. The imposing Walls of Theodosius, along with sea walls and strategic moats, formed an 
almost impregnable barrier. These Byzantine defense systems protected the capital of the Byzantine 
Empire against countless sieges, showcasing remarkable military engineering and resilience.
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The Fortifications and Defense of Constantinople

This wide-ranging study examines the Byzantine Empire’s network of military fortifications from the 
Aegean to Asia Minor and Africa. The Byzantine empire was one of the most powerful forces in 
the Mediterranean and Near East for over a thousand years. Strong military organization, anchored 
by widespread fortifications, was essential for its defense—yet this aspect of its history is often 
neglected. Historian Nikos Kontogiannis corrects this oversight with this ambitious account of Byzantine 
fortifications, detailing their construction and development as well as their role in times of war. Byzantine 
Fortifications combines the results of decades of wide-ranging archaeological work with an account 
of the armies, weapons, tactics and defensive strategies of the empire throughout its long history. 
Fortifications built in every region of the empire are covered, from those in Mesopotamia, Syria, and 
Africa, to those in Asia Minor, the Aegean and the Balkan peninsula.

The fortifications and defense of constantinople. Boulder, east european monographs. , distributed 
by columbia university press

The Byzantine empire was one of the most powerful forces in the Mediterranean and Near East for over 
a thousand years. Strong military organization, in particular widespread fortifications, was essential for 
its defense. Yet this aspect of its history is often neglected, and no detailed overview has been published 
for over thirty years. That is why Nikos Kontogiannis's ambitious account of Byzantine fortifications 
- their construction and development and their role in times of war - is such a valuable and timely 
publication.His ambitious study combines the results of decades of wide-ranging archaeological work 
with an account of the armies, weapons, tactics and defensive strategies of the empire throughout its 
long history. Fortifications built in every region of the empire are covered, from those in Mesopotamia, 
Syria and Africa, to those in Asia Minor, the Aegean and the Balkan peninsula.This all-round survey is 
essential reading and reference for anyone with a special interest in the Byzantine empire and in the 
wider history of fortification.
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Byzantine Fortifications

This major study is a comprehensive scholarly work on a key moment in the history of Europe, the 
fall of Constantinople to the Ottoman Turks in 1453. The result of years of research, it presents all 
available sources along with critical evaluations of these narratives. The authors have consulted texts 
in all relevant languages, both those that remain only in manuscript and others that have been printed, 
often in careless and inferior editions. Attention is also given to 'folk history' as it evolved over centuries, 
producing prominent myths and folktales in Greek, medieval Russian, Italian, and Turkish folklore. 
Part I, The Pen, addresses the complex questions introduced by this myriad of original literature and 
secondary sources.

Byzantine Fortifications

A detailed description of the walls of Byzantine Constantinople with illustrations, maps and plans.

Byzantine Fortifications: Protecting the Roman Empire in the East

The walls of Constantinople are the greatest surviving example of European medieval military archi-
tecture in the world. They withstood numerous sieges until being finally overcome by the artillery of 
Mehmet the Conqueror in 1453, and exist today as a time capsule of Byzantine and Medieval history. 
This book examines the main defensive system protecting the landward side of the city, which consisted 
of three parallel walls about 5 miles long. The walls defended the city against intruders, including Attila 
the Hun, before finally being breached by European knights during the Fourth Crusade in 1204 and, 
ultimately, destroyed by Turkish artillery in 1453.

The Siege and the Fall of Constantinople in 1453

Reproduction of the original.

Remarkable Sieges

From the Viking invasions to the Crusades to the Hundred Years War, wars were crucial agents of 
change in medieval Europe. They fostered many economic and political changes. They also affected 
the science, technology, religion, and culture of the parties involved. Examines all aspects of warfare 
and military technology in medieval times and provides an exhaustive and accurate view of how and 
why wars were waged throughout Europe, the Byzantine Empire, and the Crusader States from circa 
500 CE to circa 1500.

Byzantine Constantinople

Byzantium. Was it Greek or Roman, familiar or hybrid, barbaric or civilized, Oriental or Western? In the 
late eleventh century Constantinople was the largest and wealthiest city in Christendom, the seat of the 
Byzantine emperor, Christs vice-regent on earth, and the center of a predominately Christian empire, 
steeped in Greek cultural and artistic influences, yet founded and maintained by a Roman legal and 
administrative system. Despite the amalgam of Greek and Roman influences, however, its language 
and culture was definitely Greek. Constantinople truly was the capital of the Roman empire in the East, 
and from its founding under the first Constantinus to its fall under the eleventh and last Constantinus the 
inhabitants always called themselves Romaioi, Romans, not Hellniks, Greeks. Over its millennium long 
history the empire and its capital experienced many vicissitudes that included several periods of waxing 
and waning and more than one golden age.Its political will to survive is still eloquently proclaimed in 
the monumental double land walls of Constantinople, the greatest city fortifications ever built, on which 
the forces of barbarism dashed themselves for a thousand years. Indeed, Byzantium was one of the 
longest lasting social organizations in history. Very much part of this success story was the legendary 
Varangian Guard, the lite body of axe-bearing Northmen sworn to remain loyal to the true Christian 
emperor of the Romans. There was no hope for an empire that had lost the will to prosecute the grand 
and awful business of adventure. The Byzantine empire was certainly not of that stamp.

Ottoman Fortifications

The Ottoman Empire was heir to the architectural traditions not only of the Byzantine Empire but also to 
those of the medieval Islamic Middle East. Having learned from these, the Ottomans created a fusion 
of military architectural styles to which they added what they learned from their later medieval and early 



modern European rivals. This book explores the historical background, socio-political circumstances 
and purposes of Ottoman military architecture, and reveals the incorporation of many different traditions 
that led to specific developments in form, function and decoration of these remarkable constructions. 
Among the areas covered are urban fortifications and the role of cities, frontier fortresses and the role 
of the Janissaries, garrison citadels as seats of power, and the role of small forts in protecting major 
communications, trade and pilgrimage routes.

The Walls of Constantinople AD 324–1453

Hono sapiens, homo pugnans, and so it has been since the beginning of recorded history. In the Middle 
Ages, especially, armed conflict and the military life were so much a part of the political and cultural 
development that a general account of this period is, in large measure, a description of how men went 
to war.

Constantinople

This book provides an interpretive narrative of the wars fought by Bulgaria against the Byzantine Empire 
for dominant control of the Balkan Peninsula during the early medieval era. Over a span of two centuries, 
from the early ninth through the early eleventh, and under the leadership of the Bulgarian rulers Krum, 
Simeon I, and Samuil, those conflicts evolved from simple confrontations for territorial possession into 
a life-or-death struggle for imperial precedence within the Orthodox world then emerging in Eastern 
Europe—a struggle that the Bulgarians ultimately lost. The primary focus is on Bulgaria, rather than 
Byzantium, and an effort is made to provide a historically reliable chronology of the assorted campaigns. 
The various belligerents’ military organizations, defensive technologies, armaments, and tactics are 
surveyed in an introduction to the main narrative. A prelude chapter sets the stage for the hegemonic 
conflict, which was divided into three distinct phases by interludes of relative peace between the 
contending parties, during which Bulgaria’s domestic, foreign, and cultural developments shaped the 
nature and conduct of the fighting in each successive phase.

The Oxford Encyclopedia of Medieval Warfare and Military Technology

This second update to the Cumulative Bibliography of Medieval Military History and Technology (Brill, 
2002) includes additional entries for the period before 2003 and new entries for the period 2003-2006.

God's City

A study of 12th-century Byzantine government, society and culture through the reign of Manuel I.

Ottoman Fortifications 1300–1710

This book examines the Avar siege of Constantinople in 626, one of the most significant events of the 
seventh century, and the impact and repercussions this had on the political, military, economic and 
religious structures of the Byzantine Empire. The siege put an end to the power politics and hegemony 
of the Avars in South East Europe and was the first attempt to destroy Constantinople, the capital of 
the Eastern Roman Empire. Besides the far-reaching military factors, the siege had deeper ideological 
effects on the mentality of the inhabitants of the Empire, and it helped establish Constantinople as 
the spiritual centre of eastern Christianity protected by God and his Mother. Martin Hurbani
 discusses, 
from a chronological and thematic perspective, the process through which the historical siege was 
transformed into a timeless myth, and examines the various aspects which make the event a unique 
historical moment in the history of mankind – a moment in which the modern story overlaps with the 
legend with far-reaching effects, not only in the Byzantine Empire but also in other European countries.

Medieval Warfare

Volume 9 mainly contains lectures from the 8th International Symposium on Byzantine Sigillography in 
October 2003, in Berlin. Besides the iconography of seals, much emphasis was placed on questions 
of Byzantine administration. Further, selected collections are presented, as well as a large number of 
new finds and new acquisitions.

The Bulgarian-Byzantine Wars for Early Medieval Balkan Hegemony



In The Balkan Wars 1912-1913, Richard Hall examines the origins, the enactment and the resolution 
of the Balkan Wars, during which the Ottoman Empire fought a Balkan coalition of Bulgaria, Greece, 
Montenegro and Serbia. The Balkan Wars of 1912 - 1913 opened an era of conflict in Europe at the 
beginning of the 20th century, which lasted until 1918, and which established a basis for problems which 
tormented Europe until the end of the century. Based on archival as well as published diplomatic and 
military sources, this book provides the first comprehensive perspective on the diplomatic and military 
aspects of the Balkan Wars. It demonstrates that, because of the diplomatic problems raised and the 
military strategies and tactics pursued to resolve those problems, The Balkan Wars of 1912-1913 were 
the first phase of the greater and wider conflict of the First World War.

A Cumulative Bibliography of Medieval Military History and Technology, Update 2003-2006

This vibrant history examines the wars of three Byzantine emperors: Nicephorus II Phocas, John I 
Tzimiskes, and Basil II “The Bulgar Slayer”. In Byzantium Triumphant, Julian Romane presents an 
in-depth chronicle of the many wars waged by Nicephorus II Phocas, his nephew and assassin John I 
Tzimiskes, and the infamous Basil II. Capturing the drama of battle as well as the strategic operations 
of each campaign, Romane depicts the new energy and improved methods of warfare developed 
in the late tenth and early eleventh century. He also sheds light on the court intrigues and political 
skullduggery of the period. These emperors were at war on all fronts, fighting for survival and dominance 
against enemies including the Arab caliphates, Bulgars, and the Holy Roman Empire, not to mention 
dealing with civil wars and rebellions. Romane’s careful research, drawing particularly on the evidence 
of Byzantine military manuals, allows him to produce a gripping narrative underpinned by a detailed 
understanding of the Byzantine tactics, organization, training and doctrine.

The Empire of Manuel I Komnenos, 1143-1180

A major revisionist survey of this most elusive and fascinating period in medieval history.

The Avar Siege of Constantinople in 626

The late Byzantine period was a time characterized by both civil strife and foreign invasion, framed 
by two cataclysmic events: the fall of Constantinople to the western Europeans in 1204 and again to 
the Ottoman Turks in 1453. Mark C. Bartusis here opens an extraordinary window on the Byzantine 
Empire during its last centuries by providing the first comprehensive treatment of the dying empire's 
military. Although the Byzantine army was highly visible, it was increasingly ineffective in preventing 
the incursion of western European crusaders into the Aegean, the advance of the Ottoman Turks into 
Europe, and the slow decline and eventual fall of the thousand-year Byzantine Empire. Using all the 
available Greek, western European, Slavic, and Turkish sources, Bartusis describes the evolution of 
the army both as an institution and as an instrument of imperial policy. He considers the army's size, 
organization, administration, and the varieties of soldiers, and he examines Byzantine feudalism and 
the army's impact on society and the economy. In its extensive use of soldier companies composed of 
foreign mercenaries, the Byzantine army had many parallels with those of western Europe; in the final 
analysis, Bartusis contends, the death of Byzantium was attributable more to a shrinking fiscal base 
than to any lack of creative military thinking on the part of its leaders.

Studies in Byzantine Sigillography. Volume 9

'Constantinople' is a sketch of the history of Constantinople. It is the holiday-task, very pleasant to him, 
of a college don, to whom there is no city in the world so impressive and so fascinating as the ancient 
home of the Cæsars of the East. The college don is William Holden Hutton, who was a Fellow of St. John 
Baptist College, Oxford. The book traces the history of Constantinople from mediaeval times through to 
the Roman Empire rule and subsequently the Ottoman Turk Empire rule. It also examines the different 
architectural influences of major landmarks in the city.

The Balkan Wars 1912-1913

In Medieval Fortifications in Cilicia Dweezil Vandekerckhove offers an account of the fortifications in the 
Armenian Kingdom (1198-1375). Through the examination of known and newly identified castles, this 
work increases the number of sites associated with the Armenians.

Byzantium Triumphant



When we think of archaeology, most of us think first of its many spectacular finds: the legendary 
city of Troy, Tutankhamun's golden tomb, the three-million-year-old footprints at Laetoli, the mile-high 
city at Machu Picchu, the cave paintings at Lascaux. But as marvelous as these discoveries are, the 
ultimate goal of archaeology, and of archaeologists, is something far more ambitious. Indeed, it is one of 
humanity's great quests: to recapture and understand our human past, across vast stretches of time, as 
it was lived in every corner of the globe. Now, in The Oxford Companion to Archaeology, readers have a 
comprehensive and authoritative overview of this fascinating discipline, in a book that is itself a rare find, 
a treasure of up-to-date information on virtually every aspect of the field. The range of subjects covered 
here is breathtaking--everything from the domestication of the camel, to Egyptian hieroglyphics, to 
luminescence dating, to the Mayan calendar, to Koobi Fora and Olduvai Gorge. Readers will find 
extensive essays that illuminate the full history of archaeology--from the discovery of Herculaneum in 
1783, to the recent finding of the "Ice Man" and the ancient city of Uruk--and engaging biographies of the 
great figures in the field, from Gertrude Bell, Paul Emile Botta, and Louis and Mary Leakey, to V. Gordon 
Childe, Li Chi, Heinrich Schliemann, and Max Uhle. The Companion offers extensive coverage of the 
methods used in archaeological research, revealing how archaeologists find sites (remote sensing, 
aerial photography, ground survey), how they map excavations and report findings, and how they 
analyze artifacts (radiocarbon dating, dendrochronology, stratigraphy, mortuary analysis). Of course, 
archaeology's great subject is humanity and human culture, and there are broad essays that examine 
human evolution--ranging from our early primate ancestors, to Australopithecus and Cro-Magnon, 
to Homo Erectus and Neanderthals--and explore the many general facets of culture, from art and 
architecture, to arms and armor, to beer and brewing, to astronomy and religion. And perhaps most 
important, the contributors provide insightful coverage of human culture as it has been expressed in 
every region of the world. Here entries range from broad overviews, to treatments of particular themes, 
to discussions of peoples, societies, and particular sites. Thus, anyone interested in North America 
would find articles that cover the continent from the Arctic to the Eastern woodlands to the Northwest 
Coast, that discuss the Iroquois and Algonquian cultures, the hunters of the North American plains, and 
the Norse in North America, and that describe sites such as Mesa Verde, Meadowcraft Rockshelter, 
Serpent Mound, and Poverty Point. Likewise, the coverage of Europe runs from the Paleolithic period, to 
the Bronze and Iron Age, to the Post-Roman era, looks at peoples such as the Celts, the Germans, the 
Vikings, and the Slavs, and describes sites at Altamira, Pompeii, Stonehenge, Terra Amata, and dozens 
of other locales. The Companion offers equally thorough coverage of Africa, Europe, North America, 
Mesoamerica, South America, Asia, the Mediterranean, the Near East, Australia and the Pacific. And 
finally, the editors have included extensive cross-referencing and thorough indexing, enabling the 
reader to pursue topics of interest with ease; charts and maps providing additional information; and 
bibliographies after most entries directing readers to the best sources for further study. Every Oxford 
Companion aspires to be the definitive overview of a field of study at a particular moment of time. This 
superb volume is no exception. Featuring 700 articles written by hundreds of respected scholars from 
all over the world, The Oxford Companion to Archaeology provides authoritative, stimulating entries on 
everything from bog bodies, to underwater archaeology, to the Pyramids of Giza and the Valley of the 
Kings.

Byzantium in the Iconoclast Era, C. 680-850

A richly illustrated history of military fortifications in ancient and medieval times. For over a thousand 
years, from the time of the Roman Empire to the classic period of castle-building in the twelfth and 
thirteenth centuries, fortified sites played a key role in European warfare. This highly illustrated history 
gives a fascinating insight into their design and development and into the centuries of violence and 
conflict they were part of. The study traces the evolution of fortifications starting with those of the 
Romans and their successors. Included are the defenses erected to resist Islamic invasions and 
Viking raids and the castles built during outbreaks of warfare. As the authors demonstrate, castles and 
other fortifications were essential factors in military calculations and campaigns. They were of direct 
strategic and tactical importance wherever there was an attempt to take or hold territory. The factors 
that influenced their location, layout, and construction are analyzed in this fascinating book, as is the 
way in which they were adapted to meet the challenges of new tactics and weapons.

Attack and defense of fortified harbors

Discover the captivating world of the Ottoman Empire with "Ottoman Empire: The Sultan's Domain" - 
a remarkable book bundle that takes you on a journey through the rise and fall of one of history's most 
influential empires. Dive into the rich tapestry of Ottoman history, exploring its politics, art, architecture, 



cultural brilliance, and its encounters with the wider world through trade and diplomacy. Book 1 - 
"The Rise And Fall Of The Ottoman Empire: A Comprehensive History" - delves into the origins and 
expansion of the empire, tracing its rise to power and exploring the key events that shaped its destiny. 
Uncover the strategies, military campaigns, and political maneuvers that propelled the Ottomans to 
become a formidable force in the region and learn about the factors that led to its eventual decline. 
Book 2 - "The Ottoman Empire: Power, Politics, And Imperial Legacy" - offers a nuanced examination 
of the empire's political landscape. Delve into the inner workings of the Ottoman court, the power 
struggles among the ruling elite, and the complex dynamics that governed its vast territories. Gain 
a deeper understanding of the empire's governance, institutions, and the lasting impact it left on the 
regions it once ruled. Book 3 - "Splendors Of The Ottoman Empire: Art, Architecture, And Cultural 
Brilliance" - takes you on a visually stunning journey through the artistic and architectural marvels 
of the empire. Marvel at the grandeur of the Hagia Sophia, explore the intricate designs of Ottoman 
carpets and ceramics, and discover the beauty of Ottoman calligraphy and miniature painting. Immerse 
yourself in the rich cultural heritage that continues to captivate admirers to this day. Book 4 - "Ottoman 
Encounters: Exploring Trade, Diplomacy, And Cross-Cultural Exchanges" - sheds light on the empire's 
interactions with the wider world. Uncover the vibrant trade networks that connected the Ottoman 
Empire to distant lands, learn about its diplomatic engagements with European powers, and explore 
the fascinating cross-cultural exchanges that took place along the empire's borders. Gain insights into 
the economic, political, and social dimensions of Ottoman engagement with other civilizations. This 
book bundle offers a comprehensive and engaging exploration of the Ottoman Empire, combining 
meticulous research with vivid storytelling to transport you to a world of grandeur, intrigue, and cultural 
splendor. Whether you are a history enthusiast, a student of geopolitics, or simply curious about this 
extraordinary empire, "Ottoman Empire: The Sultan's Domain" is a must-have collection that will enrich 
your understanding of one of history's most influential periods. Immerse yourself in the epic tale of the 
Ottomans, from their humble beginnings to their far-reaching impact on the world stage. Delve into the 
triumphs and tribulations, the art and architecture, the politics and diplomacy that shaped the empire's 
destiny. Order your copy of "Ottoman Empire: The Sultan's Domain" today and embark on a captivating 
journey through history's illustrious corridors.

fall of constantinople

Sandwiched between the heart of ancient Greece and the lands of Persia, the Greek cities of Western 
Anatolia were the spark that ignited some of the most iconic conflicts of the ancient world. Fought over 
repeatedly in the 5th century BC, their conquest by the Persians provided a casus belli for Alexander 
the Great to cross the Hellespont in 334 BC and launch the battle of Granicus and the sieges of Miletus 
and Halicarnassus. A blend of Greek and Asian styles of military architecture, these fortified cities were 
revolutionary in their multi-linear construction – successive defensive walls – with loopholes and mural 
arches. Konstantin Nossov illustrates the evolution of Greek fortifications and the influences of the 
region they bordered in this fascinating study.

Constantinople: The Story of the Old Capital of the Empire

Examining a wide body of sources this book offers a comprehensive analysis of late Byzantine attitudes 
to warfare and places late Byzantine military ethos, thought and practice in the wider geographical, 
cultural and historical context.

The Late Byzantine Army

Constantinople
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